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COMING EVENTS 


Warragul F.N.C. 
Meeting Friday January 16th at 8.00 pm 


at MILLERS FACTORY, SUTTON STREET? 
WARRAGUL 
Mr Diek Briggs will show part 2 of hts trip to Western Australia 


Latrobe Vatley F.N.C. 


Meeting Friday January 16th ( note change) 
Fitm "The West is a winner”. 


Camp out for weekend January 24th,25th,26th joining with Batrnsdale 
Club to the Mt Ellery area north of Orbost. 
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Dear Readers, 
Happy New Year to you all. 

The Naturalist commences the year with a new typewriter. This has > 
been made possible by the generosity ox our friend and member Mr 2.N 
Auchterlonie, we are most grateful to him. 
When he made this gift, Mr Auchterlonie expressed a wish to see cont 
ributions from more members to the Naturalist. 

Can you help to fulfill his wish?. Every member should be able 


to provide some article large or small during the year. 
Idon't think this would be too difficult for us, so lets see what 
can be done during 1976. eat nas 

a 

apts MOSSVALE PARK 


December 6th was a fine day as 40 members of L.V.F.N.C. 
journeyed to Mossvale Park for their annual breakup and Christmas 
tea. We have in the past enjoyed these social gatherings and this 
day was no exception,Tne circle of chairs became larger as more mem-_ 
bers arrived. | Wes 

Mrs Lyndon had prepared a short history of Mossvale Park, this 
had been duplicated and we all -were given a copy to read. 

It told how Francis Moss came to the area from Buninyong in the late 
1880's and commenced a nursery there. The nurseries were called 
Mossmont until 1910. Francis Moss died in 1946 aged 84 years. 
The business was.put up for sale but the prices offered were refused 
So the property became overrun with weeds and rabbits. 
In 1931 the property was sold but for 1/Sth of the original asking 
prices): nara th Bia? i 
From this nursery many fruit and ornamental trees were sold | 
to the local settlers. fost European trees in tne district origi= 
nally came from Moss's Nursery, 

Mr and Mrs Brett(the present owners) came to meet us and we 
walked up the hiil to the house and on to the nursery area.. 
Of course the trees are so large now, it is hard to imagine that 
these rows of trees were once the nursery. 3 
It was a warm afternoon and many people found the shade of the trees 
very pleasant to sit under and talk and rest. les 

The party gradually made their way back to the welcome circle 
of chairs, and as we prepared to eat,Mrs Peterson handed out punch 
to us,she also ahd wrapped pieces of Christmas Cake for us. 

Mr Sterkenburg was cooking 1ittle delicacies for us to eat, 
these were in the shape of a butterfly made from a batter. 

Mr Auchterlionie had some yery interesting photographs of the 

large trees found in earlier times. apa 

It was after all this that Mr Moretti called us to order to 
wish us all a Happy Christmas, He aiso specially thanked Mrs Peter- 
son for her work in helping to make the cay a pleasant one. 

On behalf of us all lirs Peterson was presented with a beautiful 
sheaf of flowers,to which we a11 applauded... ues 

We then reluctantly made our way home ,some stayed later, 
after a most enjoyable afternoon. | . : 
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ADDRESS ON INSECTS. by Mr Dave. King © 


Mr Dave -King of Geelong. gave a very interesting talk on ins 
ects. The aim of the talk was.to show insects close up so that 
we could appreciate the beauty and place of insects in the ecol 
ogy'of the bush. Drawing of a typical insect with all the parts’ 
named, showed the distinct head, thorax and abdomen.The head inc 
ludes' the eyes, the sensory. organs and the method of feeding-suck-. | 
ing dr Chewing. The thorax is mostly muscles - the’ six legs and 
the wings. The abdomen is used for storing energy derived from — 
food, it also contains the means of breathing{spiracles or holes - 
through which the air enters the body), the sexual organs and egg 
laying organs and finally the simple pump which is the “heart" of 
the insects. all insects have this body arrangement. The life 
cycle of all flying insects is eggs, caterpillar, pupation period 
and adult. Life cycle of bugs commences with eggs but the insect | 
that emerges is similar to the adult without wings. It feeds unt 
ilthe hard skin splits open to expose soft skin which swells a 
little before’ the skin hardens. This process is repeated many 
times - up to 12 times in some insects. After about 3 moults the 
wings begin to appear and with each moult the size increases unt 
il they are fully developed. ; 


Mr. King then showed slodes of many of the families of inse’ 
cts and explained how they feed and whether harmful to man, veg- 
etation or other insects. é . 


Further interestung facts included:- «Rs 2 

Damsel Fly rests with wings folded together above the body 
while a Dragon Fly always spreads its wings even when resting. ~’ 

Mole Crickets feed on insect larvae that live in the’ soil. 
Bush Crickets of the rain forests feed on fresh AND decaying 
vegetable matter. 

.. .sMost.. insects are very clean irrespective of what they 
eat and are always cleaning their antennae, claws, wings, etc. 

Primitive insects had many primitive eyes but with evolution 
two compound eyes, which contain sometimes thousands of simple 
lenses have developed. Remnants of the simple eyes can be seen in 
some insects eg. cicada. 

An infestation of hoppers can Cause a young tree to wilt bec- 
ause of the sap they have srawn out of the tree. 

One species of Feather-legged Bug with ‘'feathered"’ bushy hairs 
on the rear legs exudes. a -treacle- like substance which attracts 
ants so that the bug can suck the ant's body juices. 

Scale bugs are soft colourless insects which produce a waxy 
excretion to: protect them from prey While they feed on the sap. 
They exude a sugary excretion known as manna. Cochineal comes from 
an American species of a scale bug and an Australian species exud 
es a yellow substancewehen squeezed. — | 

Ladybird species are partly identified by the number of spots; 

The Longhorn and other beetleS With long wings fold them so 
that they can fit under the wing COver.About 1/3 of the wing folds 
back over the rest and thenit fits under the wing cover. 


Aen olantin npr 3) Tar 


fd 


Daren), ' Rie 
i Se Ptr ee U sa tab - 
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The Jewel Beetles _and some others with metallic colouring 
have a multitude of grooves on the skin which refract. the light cau 
Sing the colouring. The actual pigmentation is a dull mute colour. 
‘The Bombadier Beetles exude an obnoxious gas, ~~ hice 
Many water beetles collect air bubbles under the wings and on 
the tip of the body so they can remain in the water for quite a 
period of time. | KG eSares ys ee = 
There are 10,000 varieties of weavils in Australia glopeis yusuiile 
-“ The nitidus ant which. stays.ielosete*a*stuip exudes a coconut 
snediiuThe-Larvae of the Small Ant Blue Butterfly is cared for by 
‘these ants. The series of slides on these ants was very explanat- 
ory. eee 


tm) 
at 


Sraconid Wasps are parasitic on a spider. The egg is laid on 
| the spider and the larvae eats the paralysed spider. 2%! 
~ : Slides showed the 6 true legs of the caterpillar and the ren- 
aining “legs "are.claspers. “© nena dee 
The species of Hawk lioth photographed was shown feeding on 
the nectar of a flower. | Boe SAW a 3S yu ay 
; The Emperor Gum Moth is a relative.to the Chinese .silkvorn. 
The photography was. sood and a number of fanilies.o£ insects 
iliustrated only covered about 1/3 of the orders: of insects so 
members will realise how diverse insects are. ane 


' Bon Thompson. 
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9YR-BZRD FRIENDS. 


For the third year in suecession the Satin Bower Birds have 
vtstted us in July and stayed yntil September. The first year it 

was only for one week but last year and this year tt was till. Sept 
ember. The bower this year is much more professtonal than last year 
80 apparently the.immature male has tearnt from last years experim 
enting. One day when both Ollie and I were away for the whote day 
the bower which at that time wag almost east-west tn-position was 
changed around at right angles, what eaused the urge to,ehange it 
we have no indtcation and will wateh to see tf the same. thing oc cuut 
_happens this year. They certainly.prefer blue flowers. They commen 

ce with violets but 600n tt tg primutas, or Forget-me-nots and then 
Hyactinths and finally the Ingligh Bluebells. They seem to prefer a 


change of flowers after a short time but to date we have not noti- 
ced them mixing the types of flowers. The prefer to feed on the 
ground rather than the bird table but will come to the table if |. 
there ts nothtng on the ground, they mimte the calls of other birds 
and one day we were treated to q real concert but it could have been 
missed tf we had not been in the garden at the time. The mimie calls 
are not very loud but I think they ave a8 recognisable as that of 
the Lyrebird. They do not seem aggressive towards the smaller birds 
who naturally keep a respectable distance avay. 


Bon Thompson. 
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eR NEI RN OS eee Kae Bec’ 
A TRIP TO WESTERN AUSTRALIA 


Our trip conmenced early one morning ,when in the rain we le*t 


lielbourne by bus. The trip north was through familiar country to 
Bendigo and it was noted that the sun was shining more as we neared 
the Mallee area. We were in a different environment. 


The Mallee was heavy in flower,apiaries were quite common. 
The Hattah National Park showed signs of the devastating fire of last 
summer. One emu, the usual galahs and the odd pigeon on the roadside 
was all the bird life I could see.as we sped along. to Mildura. 


mallee ,buloak.and dead ifurray. Pine. ... . 
Birds observed were’13 emus and white cockatoos. coe 
We crossed the liurray River at Paringa and trevelled to Renmark thro» 
ugh the citrus orchards and wineries to Wakerie which is a pretty 
town. tle drove along a road with gum trees having large yellow flow- 
ers, but the bird life was poor. . 

Travelling through the Barossa Valley the buildingswere of nat- 
ural stone and te country was much greener, with plenty of cape 
weed. In the valley proper, wineries are the order o£ the day.’ 


Leaving for Adelaide through wind blown red. sand anc stunted 


The Red Guns follow the creeks,Patersons Curse is in full £lotr- 
ex With apiaries and extraction vans on Site. ; 


‘ 
Soret fl eer ty “3° 
Fe ene ae ahi : 


We left Adelaide in overcast weather, travelling through market 
gardens, the wild mustard was very prolific. We passed a cactus gar- 
den that covered quite an area, if it gets out of hand it won't be 

a garden. ; rae ae a * 

It was starting to rain as we cane to Port Wakefield on Vincent 
Guif.It was on then to Port pirie and an indoor tour of the smelters. 
It was quite interesting «. Broken [ill Associated Snelters have a 
slag heap containing 6.5 million tons anc has been growing sinceis829. 
Later methods have proved this dump te be valuable as they extract 
gold,silver, cadmium and many other products fron it. 

“ve were given souveniers of lead and silver,the gold room is locked. 


In the afternoon we gathered. to catch the west bound train. 
It had 18 cars but the long platforn Could still take the whole train. 
“Ne left for Xalgoorlie, seeing the Flinders Ranges to our right, 


there was low cloud. As night cane thy galahs were heading for the 
Red Gums along the water courses.. We had a storn during the night. 


As caym broke we could see plenty of rabbits, also the crozrs 
nests in the telephone poles. I saw one Plain Mlanderer end another 
heavy bird runnins for shelter of the scrub. ; ‘ 
The train trip in the nicht was rest<ul. The only time I woke was 
when we stopped to pass another train. 


7 


The first major stop was at Ceok to refuel and rewater the 
train. The scenery chanced in places =TOn short bushy growth to srass, 
(not grass as we know 2¢) with stunteé ilyall ané line-stone rocks. 


Contd.....pp5 
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TRIP TO WESTERN AUSTRALIA contd... 


mt 


There were tracks fol Lloving the ra -ailway cotted with the usual 
cummed cars. Of wildlife, there were 4 kan wwareos,2 small Ned Kangar- 
00s, 6 enus, various small hawks or kites. Further into the nallee 
parrots were plentiful, they were always on the wing but the flight 
pattern gave then acray. 


The sxe ctacuiar aréc was for some miles into Zanthus where the 
heavy ra tin almost wasned auay the railvay earlier an the year. 
The native blooms were a0inc their best, te ae pusnes of yellou 
end brown boronia, : jany Lower cround plan’ S of Dlue, wiite, yellow 
anc mink could be « seen put not. nosit ivel Y “TZentitied as the train 
spec along. ‘here the actual washout was,tie river was runnine stro- 
agly .Photopraphy was di ifficult, ~e could. not oper doors or windows. 

ond 9 


Itried a shot through the cCouble glass windows end the result is 
awaited, It was becoming dar: ag the train neared Nalgoorlie. 

The accomodation, meals and service on the train was of ah 
card, We left tne train 26uhours efter leaving Port Pi: 


The morning in Kalsoorlie was free time so I looked at the 
varied street trees. There were many varieties of euca ilypts, I gath 
erec soite seed boxes for identification, 

Acer dunch we toured the mining area. Tnere is Some open cut nining 
but the old leases are still using the old jrives to take ore to 
che shaft to be pulled to ground Tevel. 


iany mines are obse? ‘ete and are in aéesol ation. Tre hig: 2est point in 
Kalgoorlie is @ man nade hill for water storage. From this voint I 
Saw the lonsest train I had ever seci. Z : 

The Blying Docter Base is important in this area. There are 
3 aeroplanes and 2 full time doctors and ERE LOH on cali. 
The school of the air also operates from tis centre, There is a 
s00d syster On ROCEsyer emercenciés » using a. Gro PBOnRE C. “whistle. 


be heard at the base. All peovle mow tue signal and cz 


others. 

We were now trovelline to coolgers A3¢ in rec sandy eee 1cry, 
blue bush stunted mallee scrub, We cross c luay to Per 
A yellow busi was vory prolific, the wild hors and Beonercornt 
creesvere in c most daterestin; area. 


“ blast on the prongs of the whistle ectivates e cell s 
rs 
Cc. 


wot pt 
Cooleardie has a population of 600.There are good natural stone 


buildings, wide main. street, and an open air iuuseun, . ; 
After Coolzardie we pa issed through 2. fire Gone eee area, the canage 
could‘be seen as far as the eye coulé see. The slovers: poueNce 
were still good,Ssc¢villeas, Hal-eas ,roryptonenes and others 

I thought the area around Souther: Cross a food ae ea for a 
geology excursion(a Dit far to exavel ). i, 
Near lierzidin there was wheat growing but still some mallee Line. 
country.There were greenparrots, magpies and pigeons and wheat silos 
as this is a big wheat area. It ‘yas a sunny day to leave liervidin . 
As well as wheat there is sheep and cattle farning here, then there 
were barley crops anc lakes, The country is very flat and marshy. 

fom Moretti. 
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There was no business meeting of the L.V.F.N.C.in December. 


The next business meeting will be held on Tuesday January 13th 
at the home of Mr and Mrs McElroy 35 Latrobe road Morwell. 
Meetings commence at 7.30pm and all members are welcome to att- 
end any of these meetings. 


The treasurer reminds us that orders for "SURVIVAL" should be 
placed now. There will be 3 issues in 1976. 
1,.Coastal 2. Rural 3. Swanps 


Survival costs 40cents each $1.20 for 3 copies a . 
Should you wish to receive this magazine please let Mrs Lubcke 
know assoon as possible. 


Australia Day weekend campout. 
We have not received any further information from Bairnsdale. 


The details known are ; The camping place will be where the 
Gunmark Road crosses the Delegate River, where there is a hut. 
It is a good flat right on the river with peppermints and snow 
gums, not far from Bendoc. 


” 


This is within easy reach of Mt Ellery, also many other other 
beauty spots such as McKillops Bridge, the Gap Road, the Yalmy 
area, Delegate Hill ,the Goonerah Range, Errinundra. 

There is no great distance to walk to the foot of the great boul 
ders on a cut jeep track and the trackto the actual summit will 
be cleared. There is a magnificent view from the top, to Koscius 
ko and Cape Howe, ali the Gelantipycountry ctc. 

The vegatation is quite different from the West and North Gipps- 
land ranges and there should be plenty of flowers at the 

1371 metre mark. Mr Ian Smith, District Superintendent of the 
N.P.S. will be the leader. 

The road will be through Orbost along the Bonang Highway and 
watch for notices. We hope it is 2 pleasant weekend. 


7. ee eae 
Some Corrections. 


We have received some correctionsfrom lir Errey referring to the 
article on pages 3 and 4 of the December Naturalist. 

Par.1 Should be Euc pachyphylia. par 2 (last iine) Bauhinia. 

par 4. Hibiscus panduriformis. and in the last par the Boronia would 
not be B.busselliana because that haS Simple leaves . One feature or 
another seems to eliminate all the listed species, so Mr Errey could 
not give it a name at all. He does add that Geikie Gorge was the most 
spectacular scenery, and Baobabs (Adansonia gregorii) as the most 
interesting plant. 

Please accept our apologies for these errors, but the article was 
printed without being checked by Mr Errey first. 


ES 
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COMING EVENTS 


WARRAGUL F.WN.C. 


MEETING; Friday 20th February 

ANNUAL MEETING 
SPEAKER: Mrs and Mr 0.Thompson "Orehids" 
EXCURSION: Sunday 22nd February 


contact Secretary for details. 


LATROBE VALLEY F.W.C. 
MEETING: Friday 27th February 
. Mr R.Gautlton 
"Geology of Wilson's Promontory" 


EXCURSION: Saturday 28th Pebruary to 
Darby River, 


MEETING PLACE: Meentyan te gunetion of Dumbatk Rd 
| ee Sth Gippstand Hwy at 10.00 am 


Remember prectan meeeeng on Jeeps 9th. Mr Berchervatse weld 
tell us about the Himalayas. 
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| 20 EDENHOPE IN THE SPRING 


Greetings to members from fellow Field Naturalists in Kowree_ 
Club, which is based in Edenhope (Kowree Shire) in far Western Vict>.. 
oria. Fulfilling a long standing promise to visit this club and give 
a talk, we went in mid November and found a land of beautiful Red 
Gums in and about innumerable shallow swamps, with lots of flowers 
and bird life. 


We stayed on a large sheep property at Patyah for several days, 
guests of a Canadian teacher and his family. ALI around were crops of 
ripening oats and barley, somewhat spoiled by the very wet spring. 
Flowering Guns lined the drive, Coral Gum, Bell-fruit Mallee and the 
local Red-flowering Yellow Gum. The littlw and the Purple-crowned 
Lorikeet feasted on the blossoms. Down the paddock a pair of Red-back- 
ed Parrots were feeding young in the spout of a holiow tree. 
Hawks and Eagles were well represented, and the common ''cockatoo” was 
the long-billed Corellia. 


There were many swamps on the. property, rich in water plants and 
in their own particular wildflowers... The sheep waded about nibbling 
the seed heads of tall grasses. Yellow Marsh-flower (Villarsia) fairly 
rioted over the water. Next came a lower layer of richly purple 
Fairies Aprons, taller and with larger flowers than I have seen else- 
where. My first thought was that this must. surely be the Violet Apron, 
confined in Victoria to square p. in which Edenhope is located. 
But I was wrong. It seems U.violacea is a very tiny one, and I was 
merely looking at a robust race of U.dichotoma, which is with us here. 
enermous Red Gums rested on their elbows in the middie of these swamps 
apparently thriving there as great mounds of greenery, ach with a. 
wide border of white lace, each owned by 4 pair of Scissor-grinders. 
The white lace effect was created by masses of Claytonia, or Montia 
australasica, as it is now called. Another swamp, drying out, carried 
clumps of a blue Swainson Pes. with a twisted keel. In company with 
it were drifts of the Scented Leek Orchid, so numerous they could be 
smelied from afar. Morning ang evening rambles round the swamps or 
among the Buloaks on. the Barley-grass plains are something to remem- 
ber with much pleasure, 


The weekend excursion went to a tract of bush out on the road to 
Harrow. It was dominated by rather scraggly Brown Stringybarks and 
the florai content was somewhat similar to tnat of the Grampians. 

In the best Field Nats tradition we deshed through loose sand patches 
of water, and a few distinguished themselves by getting bogged, amid 
a colony of jack-jumper ants too. Il know of no better way of getting 
to know ones fellows than in pushing their vehicles out of ant-infes- 
tes bog holes. New friends become o1¢ friends in the face of 
misfortune. ay 

E. Lyndon 


Se So eg a er 
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LHOUGHTS OW CONSERVATION. 


We occasionally hear of attempts £0 brush off the appeals of 
conservationists as unreal, unpractical, and not in accordance with 
the facts of life. I have come across a passage in a bock which is a 
factual and interesting counter to this attitude. 


The passage deals with the effect of the change from hunter-food- 
gathering to primitive farming which took piace in Europe after the 
turn from the mesolithic to the neolithic period about 5500 B.C. 


The book is:- "The origins of Hurope:"., Edited by Desmond Collins. 
Publisher George Allen gUnwin 1975. It covers the period from the 
earliest pre- history of Man down to about 1200 A.D. in four sections 
by four different people. The book is really a summary of present 
knowledge. 

The Quotation, from page 164, "Early Farming Communities" by 
Ruth Whitehouse: - 


“The exploitation of the continent of Europe took on a new dimen- 
sion. We have already seen how new plant and animal foods were being 
utilised. IN addition mineral resources, such as flint and other 
stones, were being exploited on a much greater scale than previously 
and some, . notably the rather rare and highly prized black volcanic 

glass, obsidian, were traded over considerable distances. 

. Primitive agricultural nethods involved wasteful destruction. of 
vegetation and exhaustion of soil. The practice of allowing animals 
to graze on cultivated land after harvesting, although restoring some 
fertility to the soil through manure, in the long-run pre svented 
effective regeneration of the vegetation, as grazing ‘animals, espec- 
ially goats, destroy all growing matter above ground Tevel. 

The only paants that can successfully withstand this treatment are 
those which nave buds at or below ground level- grasses, herbs, etc, 
The replacement of forest or woodla and vesetetion by pasture in this — 
manner would have exposed sone areas, especially in the hilly } ledit-- 
erranean rezions, to the eroding forces of wind and water, curther 
discouraging regeneration of vegetation. 

Under all these pressures the face of Europe began to change. 

For the first time in Europe nan was materially altering his environ- 
ment on a considerable scaie, thus bepinning 2 long destructive 
process which has led ultinately to the frightening problems facing 
us today. In the British Isles man has been serious sly manipulating 
his natural environnent for approxivetely 5,500 years, vut has had a 
Department of. the Environment for = .Jittle more than two years = " 


J.E.EVE 
Warragul FNC. 
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3 BOTANICAL HIGHLIGHTS OF THE CAMP-OUT 


No doubt others of our happy, but damp and rather muddy party 
will recall other highlights, but these are the ones-which I specially 
remember. - : 


The rain forest along Martins Creek between Sardine Creek and 
Goonerah has a special charm for those of us who come from farther 
west.On the way I thought the dominant creeper, almost smothering. 
the Lilly-pillies, was Red Passion-flower, but on the way home we 
stopped to examine it. It was JungiesGrape (Cissus hypogtauca)which 
I have seen bearing its little blue grapes 12 N.S.W. but did not 
kn-w at the stage we saw it, bearing what appearec to be thick but 
much flattened diamond shaped tin green fruits at the tip of its 
luxuriant growth. They wereobviously not fruits and later proved to 
be leaf-buds, each enclosed in two thick almost fused bracts enclos- 
ing two similar smaller bracts.The bracts are deciduous and the inner 
ones enclose a tiny perfect lcaf, little over 1/8in long, composed of 
fine brown leaflets, densely hairy. The hairs are lost almost as soon 
as the leaf unfolds, and the leaves, brown at first and subtended by 
long coiling tendrils are smooth and rather shining mature long- — 
stalked leaflets are about 2in.1long, the whole ieaf 3 or 4 ins across, 


Red-stem Cranes-bill (Ceraneun nealectirs was described only ten 
years 290, and this was the first time I had seen it growing. 
it is a lovely plant of noss-bogs. and streansides o£ far eastern Vict- 
Oria and similar parts of N,S.¥; #1Th long-stalked deeply cut leaves, 
and slender stems supported by other growth. Thin erect stalks and 
Stalklets. up to 6 ins. long jisld 3/4 inch delicate pink flowers well 
above the moss near the bridge over the Delegate iver on Goonmirk Rd. 
I did not even recognise the species until our friend Neith Dogers 
named it. jie “nows it near Deddick. . Ae ae wines sy 
Close to it, but growing in the voadside gravel, was what I took to be 
2 starred form of it, With much. smaller leaves an¢ flowers and a mat 
of tangled stems. The iflower stalks were long, but only half tne 
length of the bog species. On close examination it proved to be the 
nmuch.commoner Cinquefoil Cranes-pill (@. potentellordes) . 


e 
finden 


Sroups of peautiful pyranidal southern Sasserras: (Atherosperma 
moschatum)lookec ‘almost @xotic along Goo#ere.t Ck. (@imhici Tike iartins 
> tes oon : 4 on, . : 
CG: runs close to the Ponang Hioiriay +0F miles) and especially inter- 
esting because of their snooth -edgec leaves. tnose near us have 
toothed leaves. As well as fairly large oval naizy fruits they bore 
immature flower-bués, although the trees do not ‘lower until nid or 
late spring. yates aa ae 

O£ course it was exciting to see the avuncance of Gippsland 
Yaratahs growing along the streams and in the Goonmirk Range. 
Their heavy blunt-tipped cull green leaves are always conspicuous, 
but it was a new experience to see seeciings coming up freely in 
the path to Goonmirk Rocks, ; * : 


J.Gatbratth 


This article will be continued in the next tssue of L.V.Naturalist 
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We are coning et Aaa earthquake zone at ieeker - This torm was 
wrecked in 1967 but has been rebuilt. We were shor: Aoieeutes of the 
devastation. The monde and railway were severely danarzec 

At NOrthem on the Avan River is a pretty place,there 
Suans here. It is a big rail centre. 
Leaving ilortnan in the rain, we travelled throug: unduleting country 
approaciiing the Darling ZONgES. Passing throug: the ranges granite 
outcrops and stunted timber are our vie LN £eu Sugar Gums and then 
on to the Lupin: prowing area. Lupins are “used in the "est as the Zest 
ern states use lucerne. We are still covering very cood , well stocked 
land. ‘le are besinning to see the Grass Trees (Blaci: Boys) and will 
see then for a lons tine. 
ve travel through Mew llorcia which has a Den 
is a short stop here so we can see the build ; 
Tice birds for today are teal and wood ducks, sa BUS, nudlarks , 
flocks of pigeons, black-shouldered “ites. Some brown birds with light 
Shirts near water, presumed to be iloor Hens. 


are White 


cictine ilonastoty. Theze 


oe 


i) 


Travelling through Dongera where lloreton Day Fig Trees are srow 
»there are “old nifis here built by the féghans in a much earlier 
te: Tne road runs betueen a low ranze of hills and the sea. 
The Ded Guns are completely windswept, the limbs touch the ground 


like weeping wilious. We have seen some .sood flowers today. 


At Geraldton which is a busy liortnern town and port. A _large Cray- 

ASIEN fleet overates fron Geraldton. iduch of the EADS. Ore is “shipped 

auay © from here. The iioreton Bay Pine iS a popular tre here. 

ne lighthouse in Geraldton was brougst fron Englend ae assenbled on. 
Si, and still in use. There is a gooG Shelli museum which was visited, 
they have shells fron ali parts of “the world. 
There has been ‘2 ‘tensive use of the local sandstone in many of the 
buildings. me 


Travelling south from Geraldton throuch Dongera we leave the 
highway for an alternate road to Pert. We were revaréed with views : 
of low Bankxsias, engaroo Parl, Black-voys, Hovea ana many other flow- 
exsfor several miles. i]0 bird life to be seen until ve stop for a pic-:. 
nic lunch. The plants were many, among then fringes lily, Golden 
Guinea Flower. A bee site is ovservec Using a seni trailer with the 
hives in place ready for ‘tr ansportation, eee 


Aerive at Yanchep ilational Park, which clains to be the only place 
in W.A. having Koala Bears..There are lovely flowers here also. . 


on arrival in Perth we have a quick drive through “Ings Park, “a 
wonderful area to see the wildflowers without goi Ling bush. 
It would take a long time to see all that is in Kings Park, there are 
areas with the flora of different COU ELCs in then. . 


contd. .pp5 
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COMING EVENTS, 


WARRAGUL F.N.C. 
MEETING: 


EXCURSION 


LATROBE VALLEY F.N.C. 
MBETING 


EXCURSION 


MEETING PLACE 


SPECIAL MEETING 


Friday March 19th 

Mr John EVe will speak on 

“ Some Observations on the strength 
of TREES, STEMS AND BONES" 


Sunday March 21st. 
Contact Seeretary for detatls. 


Friday “March 26th 
ANNUAL MEETING and election of 


OFFICE BEARERS. 


Mr Horettt utll show stides of his 
recent trtp ta Western Australia. 
Saturday March 27th to Mt. Useful 


Toongabbie "The Oasis" Leaving at 
10.00 am . Morning tea before 10.00 
tf yOu wtsh, 


Friday April 9th at Yallourn State 
School, 


Mr John Bechervaise will speak about The Himalayas. 


This should be a most interesting evening for us all. 
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BOTANICAL HIGHLIGHTS OF THE CAMPOUT. contd. from tissue 146 


It was Alan Morrison who found fruits (sporophytes) on the 
Sphagnum uwmoss - each one a tiny chocolate brown ball on its slender 
Stalk. They were unlike any sporophytes i have cver seen, and were 
especially distinctive when a small circular'lid: fell from the top 
leaving a round cup from which the spores escaped. 


Forest Geebungs(Persoonia silvatica)grew near the camp, shrubs 
Or small-trees with hard grey bark and yellow flowers amongst their 
smooth lance-shaped leaves. The ground under them was strewn with 
Oval green fruits. 
Small trees of Mountain Pepper (Drimys tanceotata)aliso grew there- 
the largest I have ever seen. 
Berries round the camp were menorable- Naxberry (Gaultherta appressa) 
fruiting calyces, which would later look like large white berries, 
were only half grown but the bushes were colourful with many scarlet 
leaves amongst the 2 inch lance shaped foliage with its conspicuous 
net veins. ; 
Mountain Beard Heath (Leucopogon suaveolens) common in most mountain 
localities, was abundant, loaded; as 1 have never seen it before, 
with clusters of globular scarlet berries like tiny beads, while Sub 
alpine Beard Heath(Z.maceraei) with small shiny leaves in fern-like 
sprays grew in the forest. Its fruits were rose red and slightly 
flattened like minature apples. oe 


Wiords fail me when I think of describing the great trees on the 
Goonmirk Rocks track. No doubt whoever reports the excursion will do 
justice to them. I had not known such gigantic oid Shining Gums 
(Buc. nitens)existed - their great “buris'‘knotted and carved into 
Strange faces and figures. One bush which had fallen could hardly 
have been encircled by two peoples'arms-so what must be the circun- 
ference of the whole tree: 


Ve all know the dark foliaged jiountain Plum Pine (Podocarpus 
Lawreneéi) which sprawls espalier-like cver the rocks, or grows — 
erect a few feet high on many mountain-tops, but the Goonmirk trees 
are30 and 40 £t. high, while one giant Sassafras amongst them had 
9 trunks from an enormous base, I am unable to do justice to the 
mosses and lichens either. They too are & feature of that wonderful 
forest, As to the weather - I leave that to other pens, but in spite 
of its effect on the roads, and sometimes our comfort, there is no | 
doubt that a storm of wind and rain and hail on Mt Ellery is a _ 
majestic sight, and drifting mist through the tall trees enhanced 
t ~ ; ‘ - ' fi : ; J abi 

heir BIC Jean Galbraith. 


ee eee 
CORRECTION. : Ba Dae | xu 
in the Last tesue of b.V.Naturqtist it was stated that the cost of | 


name badges was 30 cents. This ghoul be_35 cents .Some error in 
the writing of the edttor seems to have produced it. 


= Gt # 2 
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OUTING TO THE DEN OF WARGUN. 


As is so often the case on our L.V.F.N.C. outing days, the 
weather was with us on our visit to the Den of Nargun on 29th of 
November - a beautifully sunny day, but cool enough for jackets to 
be donned by some of the folk who lunched in the shade at the ent- 
rance to Glenezladale iational Park. 

Having to be at Stratford meeting place at 10 am. we cid not 
have time to linger on the way, so only had brief sightings of birds 
as we passed. 

The sight of a kookaburre as weapproached liorwell was, to me, 
a happy omen, because the cheerful sound of these birds around the 
Yallourn area has diminished from one frequently heard, often in 
chorus, to now be heard, and its utterers: seen, all too frequently 
though the small birds that sometimes become its prey would undoubt- 
edly have other views. So too, would the pest animals that this 
happy- sounding bird helps to keep in check, of course. 


Wear Flynn, flocks of white cockatoos were scattered among | 
grass, also two white ibis were seen. 

_ In the Kilmany area a hawk was observed in its ususal gliding 
hovering flight- a Plack-shoulcered kite, I believe, but cannot say 
for sure. 

Hear the tleyfiele turnoff another gliding hewk was seen, this 
one of a lightish-brown shade, with noticeably darker wing borders . 
A few water birds were seen, but too briefly for identification. 

Hay bailing was in evidence aiong the way, in weather perfect for 
that purpose. 

Not a cloud was in the sky as we passed out of Sale through streets 
enhancec by their lovely garden setting, so restfully enjoyable 

on sucn a day. 

We reached Stratford in comfortable time, anc I only recount 
the following as a warning to members to take very careful note of 
directions to the rendevous area, and to point out how easy it is” 
for a preconceived idea to lead to error. 

ily transport host for the day had soucht and received verbal 
directions at the night-before's meeting, but, on mention of ‘the 
park near the bridge’, his mind had immediately ’ flown to the caravan 
pari: on the left of it, to complete exclusion of thought of the pic- 
nic park on the right - with the result that we failed to observe 

the gathering of cars the rein, eyes being turned to the other side 
Ofmche bridge, and toured the town seeing it in every Likely spot 
except the right one. Eventually we had to head for the Den of Narg= 
un turn-off ( which we knew fortunately, ) feeling worried that 
because aur intention to come was known, denarture may have been 
celayec on our account. 
Eventually united with the par ty, we Pp roceeded to the turn-off, near 
which another kookaburra was observe’, also some water birds. 
fgriving at the 

Park, a quick'prelinina yt lunc?: was. Suggested, with the idea of 
artahing aoz the veal meal when we returned fro: our walk: but we 
were all so hungry that the majority, at least, overlooked that 
intention and set to work with a will there and then. Conta 


Dicnic arre entrance to Glenaladale Iational 
ar 
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Even before we proceeded into the park proper, bird life and 
othernaturalists'joys were much in evidence. Two Wedge-tailed 
Eagles were seen in the sky above, Rufous whistlers, Grey Fantails 
and a Fantail cuckoo were seen and/or heard. In the park itself 
bird calls were numerous, producers of some of these being seen 
and of others being tantalizingly illusive. One seen was a small 
brown bird, thornbill sized, but with a longer tail, fish-shaped 
at the end. None of us were able to identify it. The Lewin Honey 
eater, a Tree-creeper, Scrub wren, Yellow-faced Loneyeater,Eastern 
Spinebill, Blue Wrens and Currawongs were added to our list. 


Several varieties of butterflies were also in evidence- the 
Australian Admiral, male Common Browns, Painted Ladies, the Meadow 
Argusand an odd Cabbage White (even such fairly remote bush is not 
free of these, it seems.) 


The 'creepy crawly' creatures! list included Water Skink, a 
bug similar to the Harlequin Bug, a spider (Tetragnatha) suspended 
in a tree-to-tree web over the water, and some Funnel-web Spiders 
(homes seen on the way out, but not the spiders). 
Mr King sent back the following list- Case-bearing Larva(Psychidae 
family, sub-family Psychinae), Case-bearing larva- Saunders Case 
Moth (Oiketicus elongatus) , Searab Beetle (sub family Melolonthinae) 
four Jawed Spider (Tetragratha sp.) > . “e 
Lizards - Grass Skink (Lampropholis sp.), Water Skink (Sphereor- 
phus sp.) tae wee ee 

To reach th- den, we followed a very rocky path along Woolshed 
Creek- beautiful, but needing care to avoid ankle damage, I found. 
The Den itself has a changed appearance since I saw it a few years 
ago- due, I was told, to the necessity to dam the creek in front 
of it to protect it from vandalism such as the breaking-off of 
stalactites(descending) and stalagmites (ascending from below) 
formed by centuries of dripping water from the rocky, almost sheer 
cliffs surrounding and overhanging ath, 


The rock formation along the gorge and at the caves is Horizo- 
mtal Bedding, the alternate hard and soft. layers forming the caves. 
The stream action over the hard rocks causes the vertical cliffs. 
The gentler slopes further downstream are explained by the softer 
nature of the rocks. (Told to-me by Mr. Charles Lester, who also 
supplied the following list of ferns and other plants that he had 
noticed during the walk)- Sicie Fern (Pellaea ) Brake 
(Pteris tremula} ,2ock Felt Feyn(Pyrrosia Tupettris}, Kangaroo 
Fern (Microsorium diversifolia Shiny Sh1e ‘ern ( Lastreopsis 
sheperdii) clinging to Marsdenia Vine, Rasp Fern (Doodia media) 
Fragrant Fern (Phymatodes scandens), Twining Glycene ( Tike tiny 
Wisteria), Spleenwort, Stitchwort- in flower on the rocks. 

Trees - Kanooka (Tristania jauriana) » Kurrajong, Lilly -pilly- 


straight and mossy, Yellow Wood (Acroroncha longifolia). 


3 


contd..pp ¢ 
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OUTING TO THE DEN OF WARGUN contd. . 


It was very pleasant beside the peaceful pool and the gentle 
waterfall that feeds it ( not always SO gently, one cen be sure), SO 
we lingered for some time, using the boulders that strew the area as 


seats while -1istening to the trickling water, the voices of birds 
and each others comments as we looked appreciatively about us- at the 
butterfly that hovered over the pool and alighted on its verge, the 
overhanging ferns and shrubs , the Den in its sheltering rock and 
water setting, the spider over the water ..... 


In due course we bestirred ourselves to complete the circuit back 
to the cars and the customary afternoon refreshment. Then, having 
thanked ifr King for his contribution to the knowkedge of the menbers 
of our outing, the homeward way ended a very enjoyable excursion. 


lliss Jean Galbraith kindly supplied the following information- 
“Gienaladale National Park is unique amongst Victoria's parks in the 
complete change of vegetation as soon as one enters the gorge,from 
teatree and dry Red Box forest to lush rainforest of Kenooka, Lilly- 
Pilly (Sugenia smithii), Pittosporum (P.undulatum) , with ferns ( at 
least two species unknown, one rare), Lianas (Wonga Vine -Pandorea, 
Omilax- S.australis, Mil Vine - lMarsdenia rostrata,Jasmine morinda 
ones rion at Berry- Eustrephus etc.) with mosses and luxuriant 
ground cover. ilany species reach their western limit here, including. 
Morinda, Roseleaf Bramble and Kanooka, while, on ledges in the high 
red sandstone cliffs of the gorge, the bright sreen foliage of Kurraj- 
ong als omarks the western limit of its range - apart from a-small 
group of these trees on the Murray River .‘ j 


Honor Crane. 


The 1975 issue of THE CLEMATIS tells of another really exciting. 
plant discovery in E.Gippsiand. This is in an article by David 
Cameron of the Botany Dept. Latrobe University who tells of the dis- 
covery by James Turner? (President of the Bairnsdale F.N.C.) of a 
rainforest tree which is not oniy new for Victoria, but a represent- 
ative of a family sreviously unknown in this state. 


The family is Symplocacae and the plantsSymploeos thwattestit ._ 


anyone who would like to know more @bout it can read of it in 
THE CLEMATIS which is in our club library, and is, as always, full of 
intereating articles - though we misS (almost for the first time) an 
article by Keith Rogers! from its pages. : 


J.Galbraith. 


Mil ee AAR ea Ee BF eR, Sine En ee, ae 
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WEEKEND AT MT.ELLERY. 

A ; 

36 people gathered at the Delegate river for the annual Australia 
Day alpine camp-out of Gippsland Field Naturalists'Clubs, this year 
hosted by Bairnsdale and attended by members of Latrobe Valley, Sale 
Warragul and Melbourne Clubs. 


Even inclement weather doesn't really dampen the enthusiastic 
field naturalist's svirits and despite unpleasant conditions’ of 
continual rain and strong winds the weekend was full of interest. 


Soon after leaving Orbost the forest bordering the Bonang High- 
way was interspersed with some very fine patches of rainforest vege-. 
tation which included Sassafras, Gipppland Waratah, Blanket Leaf 
and many others including tree ferns. A garden of Golden Everlast- 
ings and yellow €enecio lined both sides of the road into the camp 
Site which was in a clearing bordered with Mountain Gums and Snow 
Gums. A few trigger plants were dotted about and an Elbow Orchid 
was growing in the middle of the track! Some good specimens of. 
Luminous Fungi were seen not far away. 


Early arrivals went botanising.in a sphagnum bog near the camp 
and found specimens of the tiny pink and white Austral Ladies Tresses 
and a Leek Orchid which was not positively identified despite the 
prescence of several fine botanists including Miss Jean Galbraith. 
Some sphagnum moss was found bearing fruit and caused much interest * 
as most of the party had never seen its little cup-shaped fruits 
pee one: When the tiny operculum opened , minute seeds were found in- 
Side. : 

A visit was made to the Goonmirk Rocks closed Podocarpus and 
Sassafras forest which is of such scientific interest that a Scenic 
Reserve was created to preserve the extremely large specimens of 
Mountain Plum Pine (Podocarpus lawrencei) growing there. Usually a 
Small shrub sprawling over alpine rocks, in this locality they grow 
anto comparatively giant trees of 3¢ £t(9.1 metres) or more and are 
considered to be very old as the growth rate is extremely slow. 


The uncommon red flowered form of liountain Correa was growing 
along the banks of the road nearby, together with Mountain Pepper, 
Rough Coprosma, Waxberry and flowering Christmas Bush. 


In places the predominant eucalypts gave way to forests of Silver 
Wattles, their grassy understorey and tall, slender grey and white 
blotched trunks looking rather like the birch forests of Europe. 

Fox appeared suddenly, creating a most eerie atmosphere with the 

tall trees looming out of it; this soon developed into a misty rain, 
however the naturalists were not to be deterred so soon. 

The Rooty Break Trail was notable for the hugh Shining Gums growing 
there, many of them with grotesque''burls"” or warty growths on the 
trunks, which are thought to be caused by insects, though there is. 
Quite a bit of disagreement over the exact manner in which they occur. 


continued in Issue No 148 


LATROBE VALLEY WATURALIST (6) ISSUE No 147 March 1976 


REPORT OF COMMITTEE MEETING HELD FEBRUARY 24th 1976. 


It was thought that not everyone was aware that there is a charge 
made for the supper. 10 cents (or more) would be reasonable. 

lar Sterkenburg offered to make a small notice to be placed on the 
table at the meetings. 


As the postage had doubled recently it was agreed that Mr McDonald 
be given an omount of $40.00 to cover 4 months postage. 


NATURAL HISTORY MEDALLION. We are stiil sukporting the nomination 
of Dr Winifred Curtis of Tasmania. ; 
iliss Galbraith represents L.V.2.N.C. and votes for us at these meetings 


Insurance for Duplicator and Typewriter. This has been attended to, 
we now have an All Risks Policy for these items. 


We had received the Proposed Recommendations fot the L.C.C. East 
Gippsland Study Area. Hrs Thompson will attend to this matter. 
She will make further submissions if required. 


ANNUAL MEETING. Any nominatipns for office bearers must be in the 
hands of the Secretary by Tuesday ‘larch 23rd. 


NOTICE OF MOTION Miss Jean Galbraith gave notice that she intends 
to move that the price of the Naturalist be raised by ONE DOLLAR 
A vote on this motion will be taken at the Annual Meeting. 


Supper Roster March 26th lir and irs Puckey 

Next Committee Meeting will be held at “The Thompsons" Downies Lane 
Traralgon south ,Tuesday Merch 23rd at 7.30 pm. 

fny interested members welcome at these meetings 
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a Ne 


when botanist's Cliff Beauglehole and Evan Chesterfield werw expl- 


oring wet cliff ledges in the Macallister watershed in 1974 they 


found a slender trailing willow-her> amongst the mosses on one 
cliff only. It looked more iike a PRATIA thas an Epilobium with 


tiny leaves, small white flowers and Slender trailing stems. ~ 

Tt wad not any known Australian species and now proves to be 
Epilobiun brunnescens, 2 species widespread in . New Zealand, but 

so far known only from that one mossy ledge in the whole of Australia. 


__. Hvery year brings new discoveries. This is an especially 
interesting one. We wonder what finds 1975 will bring. 


Jean Gaibraith 
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COMING EVENTS 


WARRAGUL F.N.C 
Meeting CANCELLED (due to Easter) 
Members will join L.V.F.N.C. at spectal meeting at Yallourn 


WARRAGUL F.N.C. fees are now Ager? 9th. 


Family $4.00 ov $1.00 supporting member, — 


LATROBE VALLEY P. N.C. 
Spectal Meeting — Friday April 9th. 
Mr J.Bechervaise will speak abouv the Himalayas. 


Meeting: — Friday April 23rd — 
hen Pe i me Fy Mr David Patterson ifindatea) 
Sole Strzeteckt Ranges project” 


aren Ons eee kee . saturday Aprit 24th 0 Mirboo Nth 
SIT ae ee ae arede : 
. Meewing Places Shee topes Boolarra , as you approach the toun 


Bante ae eee at peak am 


oh. eee” 


LATROBE VALLEY. NATURALIST (1) ISSUE No 146 APRIL1976 
—~- oo aa Te wy ~ 25. J 
PRESIDENT ’SANNUAL REPORT 


I am pleased to report that the club has again been successful 
in many fields.-The membership has grown and the goodwill and harmony | 
of the members is very pleasing to everyone. ie 
Our meetings ans outings have been well attended. For the first 
time we had to abandon an outing; the weather was very rough. 
Our speakers have been of high standard in their many and 
varied subjects. ee 
In East Gippsiand, in the Mt Ellery area, the combined excurs- 
ion on the long weekend in January was again spoiled by the very 
heavy rain. . 
I thank members who have made their homes avvilable for the 
business meetings which have been well attended. The functioning of 
the club relies heavily on the business dealt with at these meetings. 
Many hours each month are spent typing,editing, duplicating, 
stapling and forwarding. the Naturalist to the many addresses. , 
Without these volunteers, the Naturalist would be non-existent. 
I would like tosee many more articles for printing in the Naturalist 
because ', big or small, a newspaper cannot work without news. 
Mr R.Auchterlonie, a life member, donated an electric typewriter 
to the club and we are all deeply grateful for this generous gesture. 
Our conservation co-ordinator has--been-busy during the year 
with many submissions on behalf of the club. 
Our Christmas breakup at MOssvale Park was very happy and enjoy- 
able. We werr pleased to see many of our senior members there. em, 
, I would. like to see more people coming forwarf to ease the burden 
of the few. The time:has come when speakers are carrying the burden 
of many hours of time and travel to address und give us of their know- 
ledge. Perhaps in the future we could ask more of our own members to 
share their knowledge and experience with the club. . S 
The success: of our club is due in no small way to the ab ility 
and.unti’ing efforts of our secretary and once again I have much plea- 
sure in thanking her on everyone's behalf. 
ae L.Moretti 
Ct ne 
At the Annual Meeting held March 26th 1976 the following office 
bearers were elected. 
Secretary.....Mrs Irts Peterson Shs 
Vice Prestdents...Mr B.Sterkenburg, Mr E.Lubcke-. 


The motion moved by Miss Galbraith to inerease the cost of the. 
Naturalist by one dollar was passed by a majority vote of members . 


This makes the subsertpttons whieh are now Bian Te 


Ordinary Member(single) $4.00 Family $4.50 5 

Naturalist only ...+++- $3.50 

The treasurer Mrs B.Lubcke wtil be pleased to receive your subsertpttions 
as soon as posstble. Unfinancial members do not receive the NATURALIST 
after the June tssue. Ve Got mint 
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\_ WEEKEND AT-M? ELLERY — contd... 


These trees are part of an even aged forest which has not been 
burnt for about 200 years or more - their estimated age + because it 
is too wet for fire - a. fact that naturalists sould easily understand 
that weekend! Banyalla, Black Olive berry and more Mountain Plum Pine 
were growing here in tangled profusion, as well as the beautifully 
symmetrical Sassafras trees with their pointed tops and leaves which 
have a spicy fragrance when crushed. Usually a single trunked tree, .. 


several very large .multi- trunked specimens were located. 

A delightful chorus of bird calis ‘eralded daylight - and blue 
sky ‘for a while on Sunday. 

ity Ian Smith,Regional Superintendent of National Parks Service 
at Bairnsdale, led the party on a trip to Mt Ellery, assisted by Mr. 
Peter Fagg, a research Forester at Orbost and President of the Orbost 
District Environment Group. the first Stop was at a scene of complete 
devastation, logged and clear felled by the Forests Commission in 
1974/75, then burnt and aeriaily seeded with Woolly Butt (Alpine Ash) 
and shining Gum seeds. A short distance further on at an area treated 
in a Similar manner in 1969 the ugly saars have now been covered by a 
healthy young forest of saplings some 15 £t(4.5 m )high. 


In the Errinundra State Forest lr Fagg pointed out an area of 
severe defoliation of shining: Gum due to a fungus (Aulographina’ 
eucalyptii) thought to be caused by exceptionally wet winter condit- 
ions during 1974, 

A stop was made to admire some Of the ferns along the road and 
here Rufous and Grey Fantails were SC€n sitting on their beautifully 
woven and similar cup-shsped nests, the latter feeding 3 tiny fledge- 
lings. 

Violet Westringia was an interesting shrub seen along: the B.A... 
Road; it bore a few small pale mauve flowers, — 


_ Magnificent fern covered hillsideS and psullies were seen along 
the Big river Road which was greasy 1m Placea due to all the rain and 
“necessitated most cars being pushed through 2 bogay patches; some even. 

had to be towed, : 

After lunch the party set off up the Mt Bllery track, a steep 
climb of over 1000 ft (304 m). Mt Ellery is in a high rainfall area 
and is unusual in having both lowland and mountain closed forest grow- 
ing in proximity. There was an understorey of ferns at the foot of the 
majestic straight trunked Alpine Ash, Often called Woolly Butt because 
of the rough, dark lower bark which 1S Surmounted by a smooth white 
upper trunk. Two members saw a female lyrebird near the track. 


The route to the top of the peak 15 marked by arrows and it was 
quite a stiff scramble to get over the huge lichen and moss covered 
granite boulders which lead to the 4255 f£t( 1297 m)high summit. 

On a fine day there is a magnificent View over the valleys and distant 
mountains to the ocean, but the view Of even the nearer mountains was 
soon obscured by driving rain and hail. 
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WEEKEND AT M2 ELLERY contd.. 


The elements forced. the hasty return of the 4 agile men who had 
climbed to the summit with the aid of a rope. Members sheltered in a 
big overhang:...formed by some of the boulders until the worst of the 
storm was over before they began the slivpery descent to the cars. 


The aboriginals called the mountain “goonegerah” or'egg Mountain” 
a most appropriate name for there is a 70 £t(21.3m)high egg-shaped | 
rock crowning the summit.Two interesting plants found growing in the 
vicinity were Monkey Mint Bush, with curious greenish flowers, and 
fruiting spikes of Long Club Moss which is confined to sheltered 
crevices in similar granite boulders in far eastern Gippsland. 

The return trip to camp was through what must be some of the most 
beautiful fern gullies in East Gippsland, along a narrow road where 
the ferns almost met across the road and the cars seemed to be 
pushing them apart. Ss ets 

Mir Fagg had brought some traps with him hoping to survey the 
animal population of the camp ares and also took some of the members 
spotlighting each night. However. the results were disappointing, 
perhaps due to the weather, as nothing was.caught.in the traps, though 
some Greater Gliders were seen in the spotlight. — fer 


During Sunday night the campsite was buffetted by heavy rain and 
strong winda and next morning light rain was still falling. 
Concern over the condition of the earthern roads forced cancellation 
of a planned trip and most members decided to pack up and return 
-home while the road wes still trafficable. li0st-cars got through with 
out much trouble. but a caravan had to be towed throug:. the worst 
patch by a 4 W.D.vehicle then later on had to be pushed through a 
number of greasy soft patches before getting to the more solid part 
o£ the road. rs 
Dorothy: Quinton. 
. Batrnsdate F.N.C. 


enna 


THE NERRENA PARROTS AGAIN. 


Early in November 1975 we were notified by Mr Robinson that a 
pair of Blue-winged Parrots had set up house again in the fence post 
along his property. This was much earlier than last season's nesting, 
which had begun late December. The pair appeared to be normal — 
.Blue-wings. me SeoeS 


“We duly visited and set up a watch. The female of the pair was 
not the beauty of last season, but definately a smaller bird of typ- 
ical plumage for the species. Two young were successfully reared. 

We are left to wonder if the aberrant female has met with an accid- 
ent and the male mated again. Or if it could be one of last season's 
chicks? Do they breed in the first year? It is clear we. must do 
much more research on this matter of the Blue-winged Parrots. 


_ 


Ellen Lyndon. 
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THE CHANGING FACE OF AUSTRALIA 
Shell Ott co. Ftim 


The film was very well received by members. ‘It dealt with the 
geology of Australia, especially ,the very early geology. 

Some of the country in Western Australia is amongst the oldest 
exposed earth in the world today. The earth's crust has been so 
churned up and worked that it is difficult to even imagine the origi::”. 
inal shape. Si 2) Rak, 


2,700 million years ago the first glimpse of Australia showed 
very little above the seas except a small island of rocks in Western 
Australia. Australia has some of the oldest landscape in the world « 
and,some of it is very similar today. 

1,600 miilion years ago the sea covered much of the continent. 
“Ripples form on the sand under the sea and these eventually turn 

to rock when pressure is created. The rocks are upended, eroded and 
een but it is still possible to see thr ripples, dormed so long ago, 
today. Pe Z 


1,500 million years ago the land was squeezed up and mountains 
formed and then the seas came again. 

1,000 million years afo algae was trapped in rocks formed at that 
time. Earliest life forms were in the seas that crossed /ustralia. 
Then glaciers: moved across the continent. | 

7.00 million years ago the sea receded and the water was warmer 
than .in the previous glacier time. Jellyfish fossils found in the 
Flinders Ranges were the geological find of this, the 20th century. 
They occured in a very fine layer of rock that covers several 
hundred square miles . The development of simple animal life, incl- 
uding sampled of cell division, occur in these fossils. 

Trilobites were the beginning of modern Crustacea and insects. 


200 million years ago the seas invaded this part of the contin- 
ent again and this was when the coal, oil and gas were created. 
A vast ice sheet covered the country 4S far north as Alice Springs. 
Howard Cove shows signs of glacial activity- eratics of granite could 
_ only have been transported from the nearest granite deposits 30 miles 
(48.2 km) away by glacial activity. Further in 1971 on a ‘New Zealand 
expedition to Antarctica, Dr richie, Curator of Fossils of N.S.W. 
discovered the lower ajaw of a fish fossil, It was a fresh water 
fish of ponds and streams, An : almost complete specimen of this fish 
had already been found at Goonambra, N.S.W. 


550 million years ago as the aateY on the.surface dried up, the 


small fish congreated in ponds until they too dried up. 
250 million years ago Australia, New Zealand and New Guinea. were 

all joined together while Sydney was the sea, | mal tae tee 
150 million years ago Australia W@S almost completely isolated. 

The largest lake ever to exist in Australia was present. ee 


contd.. . 
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TRE CHANGING FACE OF AUSTRALIA contd... . 


dinosaurs were also here as a few fossils have been found that 
represent ali the bigger types. The land consisted mainly of low 
profile without prominence. 


430 million years ago the low lying land was inveded by the s 
and Australia almost disappeared. The opal beds were all asso t 


60 million years ago the nd Left much aiarine zock 
as seen at :.t Conner. urosion by wind and sand ste away the soft 
rocks first and the harder rocks tumbled and broke and the elenents 
continued their work. 


20 millien years ago was a neriod of comparitive serenity. 
The last significant event was 5 million years ago when the ‘sreat 
Dividing ange was raised. erosion has accounted for half the oris- 
inal volume of the Blue ilountains. 


Australia has not always been a cuiet continent. Spectacular 
volcanoes helped shape some areas, for example the Blue Lae at 
i.t Gambier. ! 
10 thousanc years age the seas rose 309 ft. because of the end 
of the glacial period. this was when the deserts were formed as a 
great dry gripped the continent and the continent and the centre. 
has “never recovered, 


The potency of the forces of nature was illustrated by the const- 
ruction of the coral reefs and the destructive force inside the con- 
tinent by the formation of line stone caves.ilowiere else do such 
lime stone caves occur in a flat area as im South Australia. 

The £ilm concluded with a thunderstorm over fryers “cock showing 
the forces of the water, raging torrents and veter falis cascaded 
covm the ruggec faces cf the roc, 


Te 
Astelta australtana. : 
One of the rarest victorian Plants. Known only from two or three 
places between PowelLtown and Labertouche. 
Not known elsewiere tn Australia but grows in New Zealand and 
Chatham Islands. 
A specimen collected by Mr Simpson from Warvagul F.N.C. and taken 
to the Boxing Day lunch tn iligs Galbraith garden. 
“embers at the January lMeeting of L.V.F.N.C. will recall the long 
flax Like leaf ot this plant, 


LATROBE VALLEY NATURALIST (6) ISSUE No146 APRIL 1976 


L 


1976 VICTORIAN FIELD NATURALISTS CLUBS ASSOCIATION 
ANNUAL CAMPOUT. |. REPORT 3 ; 


During Labor Day long weekend (6,7,8th March) ,Bendigo F.N.C. 
HOSTED THE annual Campout of the VFNCA at Sedgwick, the campsite on 
Rob and Glennis Moors's bush block close to the Bendigo water supply 
channel,the site providing the Birdo'sS with plenty of scope for their 
early morning forays.Rainbow Birds and Wood Swallows in abundance - 
in all , 46 species identified for.Rob and Glennis. 


-. At the meeting it was agreed to continue thé Campout each year, 
cut business to a minimum, and make it primarily a get-together with 
all Clubs. This meeting together and getting to know one another, 
discussing our problems and opportunities is in itself a valuable 
activity ultimately helping the C.C.V. in its function of promoting 
Conservation everywhere. a4 


On Saturday evening in the Sedgwick Hali, we had ten minute talks 
by representatives of various Clubs,followed by a stimulating taik 
and discussion led by a local beekeeper putting his views on bees 
and National Parks etc. 


On Sunday our hosts took us to Turpins Falls for lunch, and then 
on to see the Barfield basalt columns in the Camnaspe River Gorge. 
It was perfect weather for rambling along the river bed gazing up at 
the organ pipe formations.for about @ Mile. An Australian Anchor 
Plant - a single specimen, very ancient in both time and its own age 
attracted great interest. | 


On Sunday evening in the Moors's barn, we were treated to an 
excellent slide show and information 9n local natural history by 
Bendigo members. 

Monday morning was taken up with.a stroll along the Bendigo water 
supply channel to the entrance of the tunnel, A much photographed 
scorpion with its young clinging to its back was the highlight of. 
many interesting subjects. Bors ee 


As it is again Gippsland's turn next year, the Warragul Club has. 
agreed to provide the venue and field excursion program. We have - 
plenty to see here, and look forward to our sister Clubs helping*to 
make this a memorable visit by the’ Field Naturalists from other 
parts of the State to. whom Gippsiand is largely unknown territory. 


Jack and Nancy Brooks 
Warragul F.N.C 


i 


Readers may be interested to know that the C.C.V. has a program 
on the radio access station 322.1220 Kia. © 

Monday nights at 9.15pm. appears to be a conservation programme 
and should keep people informed about these issues. 


eo 
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REPORT OF COMMITTEE MEETING HELD MARCH 23rd 1976 


Petition. The A.C.F. had forwarded a petition for signatures. 
This is to be sent to the House of Representatives, and shows the 
concern in the lack of finance for Conservation matters. 


Newsletter from C.C.V.received,also North Eastern Naturalist (Tas) 

and Ecos magazine. 

We had also been forwarded a copy of the booklet «A NEW FUTURE FOR 
. THE HEARTBREAK HILLS. 

This is published by the Forests Commission and gives an outline of 

the future for the Strzelecki Ranges. 

The April meeting will also deal with this subject. 


The Conservation Co-ordinator had sent 2 submission to the Morwell 
Shire re improvements to local rivers. 


The Committee was most concerned about the future of the Lind National 
Park as it had been reported on a television program that logging was 
to be allowed in the park. 

On searching the L.C.C.Recommendations for the East Gippsland Study 
Area no record of a National Park for Lind or Alfred were found. 
Wembers wno placed submissions before the L.C.C.should now ask what 

is the future of these areas. oe, 

We feel that the L.C.C. should state clearly their intentions regard- 
ing National Parks in their recommendations. . 


Another area in the recommendation is the Tingaringy National Park 
which is to have low intensity grazing allowed. 

We feel that this should not be ailowed on any account if the area-is 
to be a National Park (it is adjacent to the Kosciusko State Park) 
Submissions or objections to the recommendations should be sent 
before the end of April. : 


Next meeting of the Committee will be Tuesday April 20th at the home 
of Mr and Mrs Sterkenburg ,21 Watsons Rd Moe. at 7.30pm 
Members of the Club are cordially invited to these meetings. 


Supper April 23rd livs Padfield and helper? 


ee 


Thankyou. : 
Miss’ Feather Christensen writes ‘ I wish to thank the Field 
Wats. for the cards and inquiries during my stay in hospital 
and afterwards. a& Special thanks to those who wrote during 
the “Campout” " 
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LATROBE VALLEY FIELD NATURALISTS CLUB 
STATEMENT OF RECEIPTS & PAYMENTS YEAR ENDED 29 FEBRUARY 1976 


$ 
Balanee brought forward 1 March 1975 154.92 
Recetpts 


Membershtp subscriptions - 


1975/76 47.00 
1976/77 in advance 3.00 50.00 
Magazine subseripttions- 
"1975/76 DE: EOE 
1976/77 tn advance 7.90 245.00 
Donattons | mati. 6.00 
Sate of books 129.80 
Bank tnterest 8-39 = =439.49 
694.11 
Payments 
Subsertpttions 26.00 
Donattons 15.00 
“ — Naturalist magazine- printing 
' and postage 222.80 
Purchase of books 183.35 
Boat trtp expenses 3.00 
450.15 
Batance carried forward 29 February -1976 143.96 
signed M.J.Lubcke F.P.Miles 
HOWORARY LREASURER HONORARY AUDITOR 


* . 


AL the meeting 26th March Mr Sterkenburg had some pupas of 
the Wanderer Butterfly. He thought they would emerge the next 
day (one at least). There was much tnterest in this exhtbit. 
Mv Sterkenburg has a set of slides showing the emergence of 
the Wanderer. This has taken many hours of watching to get 
some wonderful photographs. 


ee : s - : rs 
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COMING EVENTS 


MEETING: Friday May 21st at Millers Factory 
Sutton Street Warragul. d 
Subject: Mr Erte Ronalds of Jindivick wttl give 


an tllustrated talk on 
BIRDS AD INSECTS. 
Bxecurston: Sunday May 23rd. ; 
‘ Contact Seoretary for detatts. 


LATROBE VALLEY F.C ® 

Meeting: Priday May 28th : 
Speaker from L.V.W.S.E about 

: “River Improvements: * 

Excurston : Saturday May 29th meeting at 
GLENGARRY HALL AT 10.00 AM 


TRARALGOW FNC. 


Meeting: Priday June 4th 
Speaker: tips EoLyndon 
Excurston: Sunday 6th June to Turton's Creek 


Mt. Fatigue and Grand Ridge Road. 
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UNCOMMON EUCALYPTS IN THE LATROBE VALLEY. 


A number of Eucalypts which are fairly common in some other areas 
have a very limited natural occurance in the Latrobe ‘Valley. 
iis B.pauciflora (snow gum or white sallee) is a common species on 
the Australian Alps with its main distribution in the altidude range 
600 - 1600 m. In a few isolated areas around Australie..it is also 
found at low altitude and one of these is on the Hazelwood flats near 
Miorwell. a 

Only a few of the original trees in this area still remain, and 
these can be seen from the road between Hazelwood Power Station and 
Churchill. These snow gums are mainly gnarled old veterans with 
greyish-white gum type bark over the entire trunk. They can be distin- 
guished from the manna gum (E.viminalis) and candle bark (B.rubida) 
by the greater number of buds and fruit in each cluster (generally © 
more than seven), the larger fruit, and the leathery leaves with 
conspicuous veins almost parallel to thenid-rib. . 


The species name, meaning few-flowered, is quite inappropriate, 
for most snow gums both at high and low altitude blossom well in 
summer. 


The area where these snow gums are growing is grazing farmland 
and as regrowth will not survive where cattle graze it is only along 
the road reserve where a few young snow gum saplings have started to 
grow. Unleaa these roadway trees are preserved it appears unlikely 
that this rare low-altitude natural occurance will survive to another 
generation of trees. = om 


Despite the precarious future of these trees it is pleasing to 
note that the Hazelwood area seems assured of retaining some of the 
species for a considerable time, for a small plantation of snow gums 
has been established on the western side of the Hazelwood storage dam. 


R.B.Retd 


Traralgon oe enh 
This is the first of four articles about the unusual Eucadlypts 
of the LATROBE VALLEY. 


After the Hazelwood Arboreteum was planted in JUne 19638 
Dr. K.Eldridge then.in charge of the Forest and Timber Bureau in 
Traralgon, had collected seed from the Snow Gums growing naturally 
along the roadside and railway Line near the Hazelwood Pondag:: at the 
site of the proposed arboreteum, The seed vas grown in the A.P.H. 
Jursery under hts supervtston, and the seedlings planted in the 
autumn of 1963 in land made available for the purpose by the S.£.C., 
north of the present arboreteum, The young trees grown from trees 
growing wild in the same locality can now be seen there. 
See HUCALYPIS OF LATROBE VALLEY R.Auchtertonie 
Oct, NOv, Dec 1966 .and Snow Gums of Hazelwood Oct 1970.. 
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GEOLOGY ADDRESS BY MR.R.GAULTON. 


Mr. Gaulton divided his talk into two parts: firstly an element- 
ary study of the geology of thr Darby river area at Wilson's Promon- 
tory; seco ndly a discussion of the bones of kangaroos recently 
‘exposed in the Morwell open cut. 


‘Wilson's Promontory: is composed mostly of granite intruded 
350-480 million years ago during the Devonian period of the Palaeo- 
zoic era. The granite rises to form the mountains of the promontory 
and then there is a depression where it joins to the mainland. 
this depression was filled with sedimentary deposits during the 
tertiary period.Well below the present surface and towards the main- 
land are older sedimentary rocks of the Palaeozoic era which outcrop 
in several places. In the tertiary Sequence, which forms the isthmus 
between the mountainous promontory and the mainland, bores were 
drilled and these indicated a marine trangression at around 100 £t 
(30.4 m)depth The tertiary sediment is app.300 f£t(91.4 m) at the 
deepest and took up to 40 million years to accumulate. The fact that 
a marine transgression occured suggests that the promontory was div- 
ided from the mainland by the sea at one time. 2s 


the promontory was originally tied to the mainland as it is now 

but was possibly separated during the Pleistocene epoch and then. 
recently retied. Evidence of man 15 Only visible over the last 6,000 
years. | 
Darby River is along the edge of the granite but runs through 
the tertiary sequence. wilson's Promontory side of Darby River is 
“granite while on the mainland side are dunes. these dunes show an 
interesting structure of cross bedding. Dunes are deposited by the 
action of the wind.Sand grains blowm against an object build up 

and form dunes. If dunes become consolidated and do not remain loose 
they finally form beds of sandstone. Cross bedding occurs when the 
beds are laid down atdifferent angles. At Darby River this cross- 
bedding occured during the Tertiary period. these dunes are not 
ordinary sandstone but the dune limestones formed partly from the 


finely crushed shells and other limestone from the sea. 3 


within the limestone sequence 4re four fossil lines. These are 
fossil soil horizons exposed where the limestone dunes have been 
eroded by the sea. These horizons represent periods of time when — 
the area was above sea level and vegetation has developed. | 
The upper soil -horizon contains traces of human habitation with 
aboriginal middens. This caps the dunes for 1.2-1.5 m deep. 
This occupational is between 6%.and.3 thousand years old. Unstable 
duaes above the occupational horizom are composed of silica sands 
and are 1 to 3 thousand years old. ane contains aboriginal artifacts 


Other fossil materials can be £0und in the boulders on the 
peach. They are not true fossils but calcareous concretions forned 
ground water moved through the dunes.Calcite is very soluble and 
calcareous concretions are intrusiOMs of calcium carbonate into 

. foe ety ot: s ‘ 
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GEOLOGY ADDRESS BY MR.R:GAULTON = contd... 


Mr Gaulton then answered many questions put by members on the 
above talk. He then proceeded to talk about the bones that were expo- 
sed in the Morweli open cut about 18 months ago. The bones were in 
areas of blackish clay.In geological times after the coal was exposed 
but before the present overburden was laid down, large fire holes 
formed in the coal. The fires could have started from lightning 
strikes or bush fires and the coal continued to burn out crater. like 
depressions.These filled with water and then started.to silt up, even 
while the coal was still burning as evidenced by the baked clay around 
the bottom edges of the hole. The fire would be provided with oxygen 
through the many cracka in the coal.iligh temperatures would have been 
needed to form the cl*y into the ceramic bvicklike material. It is 
thought that perhaps ‘Kangaroos vame to drink at the fire holes. 

The bones of ‘at least 30 kangaroos were found in the one hole; all at 
about the same level which indicates that they may have fallen in at 
the same time. Recent information obtained since the talk indicates 
that this may not be the case. It is not known why they fell in 

and there are several theories - perhaps they were driven into the 
water by fire or predator or perhaps they were feeding on a reed 

raft that collapsed. The fire holes can be 200 - 259 metres long and 
120 m wide and 120m or more deep. The bones have often been found 
close to the surface of the coaj in the fire hole. Two varieties of 
kangaroos have been found- one similar to the modern kangaroo but 
taller sometimes;the other smalier and thick set more like the moder 
wallaby. The age when these animals died is open to discussion but an 
estimate is between 1 and 2 million years. It is known that there are 
at least 5 or more fire holes in the future coalfieids of the Morwell 
open cut and fire holes are known to exist in the Loy Yang coal field 


Mr Gaulton then showed slided of the fossils in the open cut and 
explained how members of the museum staff extracted some of the bones 
for preservation and examination, 3 Shs eet tig 

2% Gunes vas 


Se 


Prostanthera waltert,the Monkey Mint-bush is abundant on Mt. Ellery 
and differs tn many ways from that on Mt Buffalo. I was interested 
to see tt because tt ts the typical species which Baron von Mueller 
described, with slender more purple flowers than that ‘on Mt Buffato 
whitch ts much better known and more accessible. 5 be 
It has also slightly rough thick ovate Leaves instead of the thin 


smooth Lanceolate ones of Buffalo spectmens. 


J.Galbratth 


a 
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EXCURSION TO DARBY RIVER 28/2/76. 


After a very well attended evening -.Friday night in Yallourn- 
with a well prepared lecture about the seolozy of tae “Prom” by lir 
Gaulton we expected a very nice excursion to the Darby River beach. 
indeed all of us enjoyed the day out in perfect sun shine... 


At about 10.00 O'Clock.50 pecple: gathered - in Meeniyan to go in 
convoy to tre Prom. fh string of 15 cars- found its way via Fish Creek 
“past very ary hills. Suddenly a beautiful view, ofthe Prom was in 
front of us;- partly in sunshine, partly ee eCOMete a) low hanging 
cloucs. ny Oot Bet eee 

Vi:en we were young - and that is 4 long time AZO’ s we always said 
ect there is enough blue in the sky to make a pair of mens trousers 
the day will be goodi"And so it was. le soon reached the entrance of 
the ational Park sWiick is where a grid is, te stop the cattle goins 
out end the Ransers office to ston tie visitors going in, unless you 
pay $1.00 per.car. 


tas6ns Pronontory is 289 square kilometres - Victoria's largest 
but on National Park ilear “arby River ve parked our cars and decided 
to have a Lignt snack before setting off to the beach, a gooc:i5 min. 


walt. ee 
On the beach ir Gaulton pointed out the different fornations he 

ec mentioned in his address of iast night. Standing on the beach 
facing the sea we had on our left the high Granite rock formation of 
Tongue -Point.The granite is of the Devonian period -formed during the 
Palaeozoic era- and about 270 million years old. Here some of the 
granite was overlaid by‘ limestone, only visible -in some places. 

A dark line can be seen about im. above the high water mark on the 
HOS. This is the.so called littoral fringe formed mostly by the 
live blue ‘periwin k1e « (elar aphe unifasciata). ORY 


In front of us-. Looking west we see Shelibact: LIstand; .a Luce 
sranite roc. i0dn.hign. fo the right. the hich consolid: ated rock form- 
C a 


‘ations which will be 1-3 mil 10 yerts old. .On top of the is) aidarker © 
layer which could be 3,000 - 6,000 years olc, end on top of that. © 
asain the white. sanclayers on some piaces formed into cunes covered 
with shrubs .a and t _ low: growing ves etation. 


aaa 


Ve walked along t of windblowm 
sOing on all ie 
blown up: aga 


e. beach and sav! that big piece 
Ss 
etal 

he rocks. These roc! {S$ ae 


th 
limestone anc sand had fallen Gown. This preces 
ling down the FOCKS is some’ 
the 


8 % 


tine and the sane falling 
and gives the effect of smoke rising “rom 
sometimes callec the burning rocks. 


cen mth axes ige of the rocks we Climbed up anc found aboriginal 

kitchen midéens, also: many shells ené stone clips were found. 

the Prom was occupied sy the Bratavalong tribe who were part of the | 
Lurene Nation 2 of Gippsland. Charcoal was found on many places- but it 
is hard to tell whether it was from the aboriginal veriod or from 

i 


ater bushfires. During February 195i a TELS area had been burnt. 


12 i 


RCODCGG. 
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EXCURSION TO DARBY RIVER contd... 


Ciimbing down the rock formation we were at sea level and were 
shown the thick layers of peat ageinst the sand dunes. This peat was 
formed when the level of the sea was mutch lower... about 10,000 years 
ago and the melting of the last Glacial period - the level of the sea 
WOR) WHY LN) SERS See eae 

At this stage i'r lioretti thanked Mr Gaulton for’a most interest- 
ing day and answering our many and varied questions so willingly. 


I would like to add some information. to this report ...from where 
we stood on the beach'we could see Buckley or Black rock to the North 
There is a good gravel road off the mainroad coming from Darby River 
going to Yanakie on your left. This road leads past Cotter Lake- a 
ary lake and finishes behind the sand dunes.A track over the sand 
dunes brings you to the beach just opposite Black Rock. the coastline 
there is scattered with rocks, most of them covered with white crusts 
of coral. For explorers of marine life an ideal spot..The rock pools 
and small streams between the rocks are full of animal and pliant life 


I had hoped we would have been able to visit this area as well, 
but as always we seemed to be cramming too much into one day!!! 


Bart Sterkenburg. 


WESTERN AUSTRALIA TRIP ADDRESS.BY MR MORETTI. 


Mr Moretti commenced by outlining the country visited on the trip 
The most frustrating part to him was not being able to stop at_inter-_ 
esting places.When the bus did stop for a 20 minute break it took ~ 
most of the time to get all the people off the bus and on again. ‘¢ 
A highlight of the trip was the 26 hour train journey across the 
Nullabor Plain. ae wae 

Mr Moretti then showed slides of the trip. These includedsome 
beautiful buildings, scenes and wildflowers, Kangaroo Paws, many 
Grevilleas, melaleucas, banksias, Sturt's Desert Pea and orchids. 

Some of the interesting placesincluded the Stirling Ranges, : © 
Rottnest Island (to see. the Quokkas), the Whaling Station at Albany, | 
Geraldton, Iron Knob (in S.A.) and some beautiful underground caves — 
at Augusta .. ; ; e4 


G.R.E.T. 


A more detailed desertption of places visited by Mr Moretti is 
contatned in articles written for the Waturaltst:(some have been | 
published). These articles will be continued as space permtts. 

Ed. 


enema 
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REPORT OF COMMITTEE MEETING HELD APRIL 20th 19:76 
The submission on behalf of the club regarding the East Paeeiend 
Study Area recommendation was read to the committee. ve all agreed 


that, the conservation co-ordinator hed ecioed the clubs sentiments’ 
stating that we were shocked to see that no'mentiom of the Alfred or 


Lind ilational: Park was made in. the. L.C,.€.recomnendation. 


It had been suggested that at the ceneral } 1cetings nenbers may like 

to bring sone native plants grown: fron seed, to encourage sore in the 
growing of anative plant. These plants would be sold at a small charge. 
So if you have any plants producing seed we look forward to seeing 
some plants in the future at our meetings. 


The Supper roster was discussedagain. We are sadly lacking in helpers 
for this duty. One member suggested that perhaps the men could take 
their turn for supper roster. lirs Thompson agreed to take the list 
round members at the next eet are to induce more people to take part. 


Supper roster flay 26th lirs Ringin ‘irs BERLE, 


The next Committee meeting will be held on Tuesday ilay (25th at the 
home of irs Pacfield 99 Chamberlain Pd. Hewborough at 7.30 pm. 


SUDSCRIPTIONS. You are reminded that annual subscriptions are NOW! DUE 
and should be paid to the. Treasurer as Soon as possible. 

Ordinary Member(single) $4.00 Family $4.50 

Naturalist—only $3.50 

Unfinancial members will not receive the ENTE after the June 
issue. 


Members ‘and: fricnds of Mr, George Scanlan will DS sorry to hear ‘that he 
is in the Ballarat Fos pital recoverins from a fall in which he sust- 
ained a broxen hip. Ue has had the offendine bones pinnec.inte place. 
We all wish hin a speedy recovery. pase Sepia L =f 
: pd fie ek 

A reminder to members about flower picking. It is the policy of the 
club that we do not pick flowers unless: they are for identification. 
Sur native plants are protected and the picking of them can only be 
allowed under special conditions. 7 | 
If we wish to study the flowers closely for educational’ purposes, we 
may EU for a permit stating for which purposes the flowers need 


to be picked. A list of protected plants will be published in the 
June issue of L.Y. Naturalist. 


NL , 


A hote for Yerragul f ae C. menbers. 

The Secretary has Hooked the new Education Centre beside the Youth 
Ciub Hall , Smith Street WARRAGUL for future meetings cormercing with 
June iseeting. The 3rd Friday of each @0ONth as usual. 
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EXCURSION TO MT.USEFUL 27/3/76 


On a doubtful Saturday morning ten cars and about twenty people 
assembled at the meeting place, Toongabbie. 
After some discussion and lobbying we set off for lit.Useful. 


The usual run to Cowwarr was quiet, but when we turned down 
the Dawson road just across Rainbow Creek we were delighted to see 
quite a number of spurwing plover, the most I have seen for years 
in one group. The white cockatoos were conspicuous where the sun- 
flowers were fipening, and the eastern Rosellas along the roadside 
where the grey box trees grow were plentiful. 


After we passed through Seaton and on to the high ridges, the 
_ bush showed signs of timber harvesting in a big way. 

Along the road for approximately ten kilometres and parallel with 
the original McEvoys track, we stopped to look at the first histor- 
ical area.Travelling further along the pink heath started to appear 
at the roadside. More climbing as we drove on,the road surface was 
good. We visited another historical site, a larger one this time. 
The track this site was on runs more north and south, which means ~ 
the old transport followed the ridges, and not like the present day 
which is in a straight line. musk Cee > 


Leaving this area it waS a non stop run to the Springs. site. 
The sunshine wattle and heath were quite plentiful in this area. 
On arrival at the Springs, a halt for lunch in a pleasant bush set- 
ting,though we could hear thunder of an approaching storm. 
Lunch over and the final leg to our destination. Low cloud and misty 
rainwere encountered on this stretch.Blackberries with their yell- 
owing autumn leaves were the order of the day for a considerable 
_ distance.The higher we climded so did the timber changed until we 
finally entered snow gum country.It was not snowing but the air 
was very crisp,the signs of an approaching storm made some members 
cautious and they were happy to explore the araas near the cars. 


With the storm approaching and time moving along it was dec- 
ided to leave the mountain to weather another storm on its own, 
and return home.After back tracking for 20 kilometres we turned 
onto Binns Track which follows the ridges to Walhalla. The scenery 
along this road is very good. One car had a slight hold up,and we 
had a tea break then.We joined the Aberfeldy road and into Walhalla 
where we really met the stormwith rain falling heavily on us. 
We had a short stop in Walhalla where all agreed it had been a good 
day but it was time for home. The drive home through Boola forest 
with the autumn tints in the gums, was a happy end to a good trip 
to MtUseful. 


Tom Morettt. 
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NOT JUST. A. *pRamH 2 AWK.” 


Recently, travellingbetween ponelicoun and i Hoojee we decided 
to turnnoff the main road and have-lunch under the shade of the 
tall gums along the banks of Pioneer: Creek. 


Wandering upstream. after skewacelte Etore an overgrown , “snig"track, 
we were surprised to see a large white hawk rising’from the cover 
along the creek whee an had i paobablye been. feeding. 


The bie bird rose up into a clump lon tall ‘silver ales 
where we were able to get a clear view of it througk the glasses 
for several minutes. 

It was 2 WHITE GOSHAWK. (Accipiter novaehollandiae) | 
Judging by .the size it was probably a fLemale Tey 50 cm in 
length, large yellow legs, dark eye, yellow above the biil,plumage 
pure white allover and the bold ALTERS look of all the members 
of the hawk family. 

In trying to get even closer, we alarmed the bird which swept 
away through the sunlit bush and disappeared into the. timber further 
along the. range. : me: 
As this was the ‘only the second occasion on which I have been 
fortunate enough to: clearly view the White Goshswk, it was MES 
a pleasure to be able to say, “Hot just a brahn * 4awk' 


7 Ee ce tne Vee Ringine 
UNCOMMON EUCALYPTS OF THE LAtROBD VALLEY 


‘Bucalyptus rubida (candle bark) is another common species with 
its main distribution at an altitude between 400-1400m. It is.a_ 
i principal ‘species in. ‘the. table lands ef ii¢Tamboritha and in many 
- other mountain areas. ih Victoria and NSW. ; 


. Saeer Like snow gum it also occurs at low altitude in the 
Latrobe Valley with 4 main distribution centred within a radius of 
about 10 km from liorwell. 

Candle bark are large handsome trees growing to a height of 
40 nm, generally with smooth gum bark over the entire trunk. 

The bark is initially white but turns red-brown in streaks before 
peeling in summer, and it is this feature from which the species 
name is derived. 

Some fine specimens can be seem from the Driffieid and Yinnar 
roads. It can be distinguished from manna gum(E.viminalis) by its 
smoother and whiter trunk(red-streak2d in summer) and its round 
juvenile leaves or regrowth shoots which can often be seen on a 
damaged limb of mature trees. Like manna eum its buds and fruit 
generally occur in threes. 


R.B.Reid 
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PROTECTED PLANTS 


BOTANICAL NAME 
Acacta 


Aetphylla glactaltis 
Alyxta buxtfolta 
Banksta 

Boronta 

Bosstaea walkert 
Brunonta australis 
Catectasta cyanea 
Calytrtx 

Celmtsta 
Chetranthera linearis 
Correa 


Crinum flacetdum 
Epaerts tmpressa 


Eremophila 
Ertostemon 
Gaultherta appressa 

- Gomphotobium 
Grevttlea 
Hardenbergia vtolacea 


Helichrysum, acuminatum 
Helichrysum bracteatum 
Howtttta trtlocularis 
Lhotakya alpestrts 
Livistona australis ~ 
Mteromyrtus ctltatus © 
Melaleuca squamea 
Melaleuca wrlsontr 
Oleavia frosttt 
Orchidaceae 

Oxalis lactea 
Prestanthera 
Ptertdaphyta | 


Stytidium Panini foleun 
He lopeg oreades 
Phryptomene. 


Thy sanotus tuberosus aa 
Wittstetinia vacctntacea 


VERNACULAR NAME 


Wattles -all spectes except 
Acacta armata 
Snow Actphyll 
Sea Box 
Bankstas - all spectes 
Borontas -all spectes 
Caetus Pea 
Blue Ptneushton 
Blue “Tinsel-lily 
Fringe-myrtles -all spectes 
Stlver Daisies ~-all spectes 
Finger flower 
Correas or Nattve Fuschias 
all species 
Darling or Murray Lily 
Common Heath - the Vtetortan state 
florat emblem 
Emu ~-bus yess all spectes 
Wax-flowers -all speetes 
Waxberry 
Wedge-peas ~- all spectes 
Grevitlleas ~-all species 
False Sarsapartlla or Purple . 
Coral Pea 
Orange Everlasting 
Golden Everlasting 
Blue Howtttia 
Snow Myrtte 
Cabbage Fan-patm 
Fringed -.Heath-myrtle 


Meaty Honey-myrtle 


Violet Honey~-myrtle 
Bogong Datsy-bush 
Orehtds -all spectes 
White Wood~sorrel 


_ Mint-bushes ~-all spectes 
Clubmosses, 


ferns and fern allies 
all spectes except RAIA 


Prigger-plant 
Gtppstand Waratah 
Heath-~ ~myrtles or Thryptomenes 


all speectes 


ringe-Lily 


Baw Baw Berry 
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EXCURSION TO THE STRZELECKI RANCES. 24/4/76 


After meeting at Boolarra, seven cars set out along the 
Morweli River Road, past Primrose Par: and then slowly we started 
to climb out of the valley. 

The first step gave us our first sight of contour ploughing, 
and iir Patterson explained to us in detail wny this method is used, 
also he pointed out to us where some of the old homesteads had been. 
liany settlers had walked off their land after meeting with the many 
difficulties, leaving behind the scrub which Slowly began to £i11 
with noxious weeds and vermin. We had all kept in mind three slides 
which Mr Patterson had shown us the previous evening, because he was 
going to show us the area again.when we saw this. area we could 
appreciate the amount of work which had been done. It was here we 
neard the sounds of the whip bird and the thrush. 

Just past this point we saw a wedge-tail eagle soaring above the 
Eneeetopse = 

The sun was beginning to break through the clouds after we 
passed the Morwell Prison Farm and hurserym from which are. recrui- 
ted many of the workers used in the Forest Commission scheme in the 
area. We were taken into a pine plantation which had been planted 
25 years ago,but had not been thinned out. We were surprised to see 
ferns growing along the edges of the plantation and even under the 
pines, Some of our members gathered some very. attractive toadstools 
in this area. 

Lunch time saw us at the Fitzgerald Picnic area, which was a 
beautiful spot, and the sun shone on our happy group. shan 
Here we were joined by another 2 cars. Lunch over we carried on to 
a section which had been prepared for planting, and were shown the 
young trees in their paper tubes, and were told that the pine trees 
could be cut for use 12 years after planting, while the mountain 
ash were left 30 years vefore cutting. 

All the steeper slopes are planted with mountain ash, and on the 
more accessible sites pine is used, as a result the Strzeleckis are 
about half planted with pine and the rest with eucalypt. 


Mr Patterson was as excellent guide, and went to great. lengths 
to answer all questtons put to him.We then made our way down from 
the hills and stopped at a road junction where a vote of thanks was 
given to Mr Patterson for the very interesting day. : 
eeeee a cup of tea everyone said their goodbyes and departed for 

ome , : 


lal Ja i af 

SORE DUS TONG very high regard for the settlers who cleared this 
area which meant a great deal of work, broken dreams, and broken 
hearts, and a greater understanding for the work of the Forests 
Commission in restoring this area to some of its former glory, 
complete with nature walks and pony trails. 


BURNS AND DAVIESFamitlies 


aaa eer rrr ee 
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_ PROVIDENCE PONDS SWAMP. 


It is always omen Stopping to examine the swamp just east of 
Dnewidionas Ponds, when traversing the Princes Highway. 

On several occasions we have stopped Snosites the Providence 
Ponds wildfkower Sanctuaryon our way to the January campout, and 
seen the Duck Orchids”- both Caleana’major and C.minor - in Flower 
there, but the swamp.also has especially interesting plants. 

On earlier occasions I have seen (but tantalizingly; been un- 
able to reach and examine) flowering Marshwort (Limnanthemum) so would 
not. be sure of:the $pecies, and once, again on our way to a Camp- 
out we found Ladies'Tresses (Spiranthes sinensis) flowering just 

above the water. 

While returning from our excursion to. Glenaladale National 
Park we stopped so T could look for the rather misleadingly named 
Wooly Water-lily, a tall erect stalk of many wooly buds and yellow 
four-petalled(but apparently 2- “wee hey 2 cm flowers.o Lt ase ones 
of the relatively few places in Victoria where this plant (Philydrun 
lanuginosum) can be seen, though it is not really rare. This-was 
in October and there were many tall:stalks of buds, but no flowers.: 
Hevertheless our stop was very worth-while. We noticed a sheet of 
purple in a depression across the road- it was hundreds of Fairies’ 
aprons (Utricularis dichotoma) with unusually large flowers, so 
beautiful that we were glad indeed that’ we had noticed them. 

Again we stopped,. when returning from the January camp-out. 
There were still many Fairies'Aprons, and at last we saw Woolly 
Water-lily flowering. It was late for it--I shoild think flowers 
would be numerous in late December - but toward the tops of the 
tall stalks there were 5till wide- open yellow flowers. 


Who knows what else may be there ! 
: ; Jean Galbratth 


Returntng hone from Wyperfeld via the Western Htghway we detoured 
to vtsit our old friends Fred and June Rogers, now settled in at 
Horsham West, near what was theiy home country. 

They have recently aequtred an out-of~town bush block for a future 
home. It encompasses two sand dunes with much of the ortgtnal flora 
still extant, with a swampy flat, a dam and a patch of Nardoo bet- 
ween. Here Fred witt grow. the bankstas he so much admires. 

Given a few years to get the project gotng, this shculd be a 
garden worth gotng to see. 
The Lyndons 


An interesting letter to an East Gippsland Te epapeuie asks for 
information about the black-breasted kite in East Gippsland. 

If you have any information about this bird could you please 
write to Mrs Joan Vincent 5 Greéne Street, Bairnsdale West 3875. 
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REPORT OF COMMITTEE MEETING HELD MAY 25th 1976. 


Unfortunately the program had been altered at late notice. 
ir Cook will speak in June, Irs Lyndon has agreed to fill the space 
in May. We hepe this arrangement has not inconvenienced our 
members too muca,. 
It was thought the reference to a Plant Stall at meetings had not 
made clear that monies paid for plants sold would benefit the club. 
We trust: this thought has been clarified. 


The Petition relating to the Australian Heritage. Commission has 
been filec in the House of Representatives. A letter from itr Barry 
Symon M.H.R. acknowledging the petition-on our behalf was tabled. 


SCIL CONSERVATION AUTHORITY. 

this body had sent a copy of the Public Access Conditions in the 
Thomson River Water Supply Catchment. These explanatory notes 
regarding access permits were received with mixed feclings. 

We agree in principle but there were some areas which we would be 
asking for amendments. 
A more definate explanation of the word Loiter would be asked for. 


A Get Well Card had been sent to irs Thompson who was in Hospital. 


‘The next Committee Meeting will be held at the home of Mr and Irs 
Branson , 13 Cross St. Newborougk on Tuesday June 22nd. at 7.30pm. 


SUPPER ROSTER JUNE 25th te ome aye 


At the Meeting May 28th the Plant ‘Stall was doting good business. 
= We hope that members wiil take an:interest in growing some plants 
from seeds , or cuttings to help our efforts to ratse some funds. 


_ Mrs. Lyndon had brought.several specimens of Acacta blooms, grown 
tn. Lyndon Park at Leongatha. 


ALL members will I am sure have stgned the card whieh will be 
sent to Mrs thompson . Best Wishes. Bon, Hope you are soon feeling 
a lot better. : 


. LAE LAST REMINDER ABOUT SUBSCRIPTIONS, 
Subscriptions are due in March each year. Unfinanctal members 
wtll receive notice in this tssue of the Naturattst advising 


them of thetr state. Our apologies to any who are hurt 
by the notices. 


pe ee OE A ee ee ee ee 
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Details of contributing clubs are as follows: 
Latrobe Valley F.N.C. 
Honorary Secretaxys Mrs I.Peterson ° 
. 14 Barny Street, 
Mouwell 3840 Tel 342129 
General Meetings commence at 7. 30pm on the 4th Friday each month 
at; the Yalloum State School, YALLOURN, 


Sale RNC. ; 
Honorany Secretary: Mizs K.Newenhan, 
P.0,Box 302 
Sale 3850 Tel. 444046 
Mectines commence at 8.00pm on the 1st Friday each month 
at the C.WeA. Rooms, Macarthur Street SALE. 
Traralgon FNC. 
Honorary Secretary lir J,Wall 
156 Kay Street, 
Traralgon 3844, Tel 741948 
Meetings commence at 8.00pm on the ist Friday each month at the 
City Council Reception Rooms. TRARALGON 


Warragul FNC. 
Honorary Secretary: Mr J.Brooks 
5 Nobel Street, 
Warragul, 3820 Tel 21563 
Meetings commence at 8.00pm on the 3rd Friday each month 
at the Albert Street State School, WARRAGUL, 


Subseriptions payable to the Honorary Treasurer: 
Mrs E.Eubcke, - 
122a Helen: Street, 
Momvrell 3840. 


A rN CLL 
If transport is needed on cxcurgions please contact lirs Crane 
Tel. 622215, 


The LATROBE VALLEY NATURALIST Ig THE official publication of the 
Latrobe Valley Field Naturalist Club, Contributions on any aspect of 
Natural History are invited from members of all clubs and should be 
addressed tas Honorary Edi tor( lies 1.Padfiotd) 
99 Chamberlain Road, 
Newborough 3828. 
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INSTITUTE OF FORESTERS SEININAR 


The object of the day was to look at a report on the Alpine 
Study Area from the Sawnillers with a reply by the V.N.P.A. 
It was hoped that the day would help everyone to prepare an informed 
submission in reply to the L.C.C. report when it is published. 


The three main speakers were ifr Gunnerson (chairman of Forest 
Tndustries Resource idanagement Group), Dr Calder (chairman V.N.P.A.) 
and Dr Moulds (chairman of the Forest Commission). Hach spoke for 
40 minutes. Mr Gunnerson read the summary of the report of the socio 
economic study of the timber industry in the alpine area. 

The report explained the socio-economic results of the timber prod- 
uction in surrounding towns of the study area. - Heyfield and Mans- 
field in particular. The full report will be placed in the club 
UTD TO; Vox e ate ees a 

Dr Calder spoke of the important land use decision that wiil 
face the £.C.C. He hoped for.a possible chance of compromise that 
will be. resolved, hopefully by ideas and philosophies rather than 
personalities. The National Park suggested by the V.N.P.A..is 60% © 
of the study area and the other 30% includes “significant forest 
areas’. He expects the area to provide scenery, biological commun- 
ities, natural recreation, tourism, catchment and unified control” 
all managed by N.P.S. with zoning for wilderness, natural and refer- 
ence areas. Development could occur in areas zoned for skiing, Hous- 
ing, etc.. Dr Calder then answered some questions and statements 
in the sawmillers' report. : 


Dr Mouldsput the commitment of the /Forests Commission very 
clearly. He then described the area and its ecology, including 
major river sources, recreation all year round and the history of 
logging in the area. In 1939 fires much timber resource was burnt 
and the sawmills were moved out of the forest into surrounding towns. 
In the late 1940s Government and forests Commission opened up the 
Alpine ARea. Government, Forest Commission and timber industry. cont- 
ributed to the necessary roads, Dr Moulds also spoke on the future 
use of regeneration forests, timber allocations and fire protection. 


- During and after lunch,sroips discussed 9 subjects :- .. 
Can sawmilling switch to regrowth? Who would an Alpine National Park 
benefit? Are logging and recreation compatible? Can fires be suppre- 
ssed in a National Park? Could Heyfield be a Tourist Centre? ! 
Should sawmi-ling continue at Heyfield when logging stops in the 
Mature Alpine Timber? How can the conflicts be resolved ? 
Should the Heyfield community decide its future? Who do the Alps 
belong to? Does the timber industry lead to a good quality of life in 
the rural community ? Hach group reported back to the general 
meeting. Several small papers were presented by Alpine Society, Bush 
Walking Clubs, Maffra Shire, Maffra-Sale Motor Club, and the Grazicrs. 


Ollie and I felt the speakers stressed their own point of view 
without much consideration for other interests and the area which 
is such a large diverse multu-purpose alpine terrain. 

p aresak Bon Thompson. 
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GEORGE SCANLAR 


It ts wtth sadness that the report of the death of our first 
editor of the Latrobe Valley Haturaltst Mr COO Seantlan was 
received, and we deeply appreciate the service he rendered to the 


elub in producing the firet Latrobe Valley Naturalist in 1963 and 
thereafter until 1965 in the form of typed roneo foolscap sheets 
distributed at monthly meetings. 


The ineréasing nuniberof items recetved for publication by the 
edotor presented dtfficulties in production Tmeet a Gestetner 
duplicator was received tn 1966 as a gtft to the elub from Mr Bob 
Auchtertontie: ‘this enabled the editor to produce the magazine in tts 
present form. : ‘ 
The work of printing, assembling, and despatch of the NAturalist 
was carried out by Mr Seanlan in addttion to his normal duties as 
Assistant Manager of the Yallourn Hospttal and tater as Reltef 
Manager, Hospital & Charittes Commisston. Mr Scanlan was also app- 
ointed President of the dazeltwood Arboreteum Committee in 1966, 


After a pertod of residence tm Yatlourn and Horwell, Geers 
moved to a small country town near Adelaide but farling eyestgnt 
forced him to seek assistance so he finally moved into the Kelaston 
Home for the Blind at Ballarat where he remained until his death, 


For his service he was avarded a Life liembershtp of the | 
Latrobe Valley Field Naturalist's Club in 1970. 


Frank Branson. 
An arttele written by Jim Peterson and publisied in Issue 82 of 
L.V.Waturalist October 1970 tells us more of the work done by 
George Scanlan for the Club. . | 


NEPAL Address by iir.d.Bechervaise 


- Nepal is about tie size of Victoria and has the largest tance 
of land’ fron sea level to the highest mountains in the wofld, ~ 
Jungles grow at the border near India and have becone a tourist 
attraction, so tue Nepalese are trying to keep these great jungles 
in their natural state. You can follow a Sins ridge for 19 to15 
days passing from territory of the tiger to that of the Yak. 

You pass through tropical junsles of Oak and pine to the tundra 
above tie trce-iine and then to the ¢Verlasting snow. 

In 1790 the early Gurkhas came ¢otm to unify the three ancient 
kingdoms and they closed the border. ilepal became a2 forbidéen terr- 
hs: for 190 years. About 25 years 80 people were allouec in, 

Tne Gurkhas became hereditary Prine jinis I the Mine £41, 
territories were just puppets. ta #950 Tee MSc igpal Westbea © 
India anc called fer an uprisins. THe result was the “ing became 
the true monarch and worked for the g00G of iJepal. The new route to 


Everest by the south through HWepal “és successful. 
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NEPAL contd.... 

Geolos About 10 million years ago and back to 50 million 
years ago, oe great syncline of Europe occured and a great sea 
existed where ilepal is now. The sub-continent of India was slowly 
moving towards Asia and, when they collided, India moved underneath 
and forced Asia up. The hignest rocks of Hverest are sedimentary 


limestone and coral. 


The most lovable people oe Nepal are thé Sherpas. They Rea 
colian style: peoopic wno settl in the Himalayas 500 years ago. 
Thoy are Buddhists with engaging rules of <incness; vut they are an 


limensely tough people. ~ Am 
The walk to Everest’ is like walking across a great saw and is 


Se by trains of donkeys and, poten as the tracksget higher 


oO 


Yaks. ita of the great rivers are old r tjaan the mountains as, the 
rivers already worn their patte syns and were fiows ing waecn the 


nGurbitns were formed. 


The hikers left Katmandu and walked out beyond the roads to 
the sanctuary of Canopoona. They walk ced from approx. 6am. to 4 pm. 
with a stop for breakxast - at about & am. Ilo more meals were served 
until they” stopped: for the night. 

At this point of the talk [ir hoaeivemmiee showed slides and 

ontinyed with the commentary on the slides. Some of the slides 
included the wonderful carved lions from the older times to the 
more recent lions; the wonserful views Of the erode” Es Katnandy 
with the huge mountains inthe backsround. The crowdéd streets 0 


Katmandu , sith all kinds of: architectura ai forms, have markets and 
the people generally live in the streets doing their washing , etc. 


BROS he metalwork, votu.on the pea eS and on pla gues , “WAS. 
eautiful and every piece is symbolic; the peacocx window with its 


hoden arving was superb. Pagodas were invented in ilepal and there 
are castles, with heavy, architecture.. Tiere were many beautiful 
slides of tne people themselves. 


We were shown much of the walk, the typical carrying baskets, 
the cattle (.a cross between the yak and the Indian cattle) and the 
terracing of the mountain sides to enable agriculture and yet retain 


the water. Many of the beautiful flowers included Oxalis, Shamrock 
Pea, beautiful blue berrics, Hawkweed and many species of oaks and 
the fir forests at 7,000 £t (2135 iictres) 

Veaving with ‘bamboo provides many articles and the Bamboo | 


forests grow to an SRCIRERGS of 2133 tc 2438 metres. 


I regret to state that from here on I forgot to turn the page 
of my notebook anc therefore wrote two sets of notes one, on top of. 
the other and so could not read either. However the. scenery was’ 
delightful and spectacular, the people and their ways interesting, 
delivered so clearly that it was a pleasure to listen . Every slide 
presented could have vecen entered ina comsetition so good was the 


photography contd...pp4 
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NEPAL ogee contd.. 
Mr Bechervaise said the midwinter atmosphere was so clear you could 


see 3 miles away with clear detail, so I imagine this helped - but 
only helped - the photographer. 


It was a very interesting and informative evening and worthy 
of the large number of people present. 


Gis Hw ie Lt 
TAEK ON FUNGI IN MAY. 


lirs Lyndonbegan her talk by touching on some of the reasons 
why people like ourselves join a Ficld Naturalists Club, and the 
pleasure they find in the study of natural history in company with 
folk of similar interests. She spoke of her experiences during the 
war years as a member of F.N.C.V and B.0.C. Later , coming to live 
in the high rainfall forest areas of Gippsland, and joining up with 
this club, the wonderful array of colorful and curious fungus that 
grows here became her main interest in the ficld. 


Fungi are classified according to the way their spores are 
borne, but there is still considerable confusion anong mycologists 
the world over as to the classing and naming, which doesnt make 
matters easier for the amateurs like ourselves who attempt to sort 
them out. The larger kinds have been divided into two great assem- 
blages, the Ascomycetes, in which the Spores are enclosed in a bag 
or sac, called an Ascus; and the Bastdtomycetes,where the spores are 
borne on the ends of short stslks at tlie end of swollen cells or 
basidia. These line the gills, tubes, Spines or'stomachs", and the 
fruiting bodies have developed many curious ways of dispersing the 
spores, of which we will hear more later. 


There is always interest in which kinds of fungi are edible and 
which are best avoided for the table. Also, many keen amateur photo- 
graphers like to know which is what when they are showing their 
slides, and this way, often become interested in the fungi for its 
own sake. Only s few kinds are really deadly and these account for 
the rare fatalaties that occasionally hit the headlines. Some others 
if eaten, can cause symptoms ranging from serious illness to temp- 
orary discomfort. The rest are probably quite harmless and vary 
from tasting delicious , to rather insipid or distasteful altogether 
and not worth bothering about. 

The brilliant red Fly Agaric is familiar to most of us and is 
a member of the dangerous family Amanita. It is well to know the 
trademarks of the Amanitas so that they are easily recognised, or 
suspected as doubtful, in the bush. This winterthere are many little 
Forest Mushrooms about, but these have Pink gills and chocolate 
spores. Amanita spores and gills are white. The developing toadstool 
is at first enclosed in a white membrane known as the Universal Veil 
which encloses it like the shell of an &gg. 


contd pp5 
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TALK ON FUNGI contd... 


As the veil bursts under pressure from the developins fungus inside, ~.. 
it is carried up on the cap as a scattering of white flocculent 

tufts. If one looks carefully, these remnants are plain to see no 
matter what the cap color may be. The lower half of this UNiversal 
Veil often persists ss a loose white sock round the swollen base of 
the stem, or just the tattered remains thereof... There is an inner 
veil as weli, enclosing the gills. This veil , when it in turn is 
broken away, persists as a loose white frill or skirt around the ston. 
This is the Partial Veil that we just call the rings. 


As the gillec fungi have been discussed in carlicr talks, 
the Gasteromycetes or Stomach Funei were the main subject of this 
evenings talk. In the Sastoros the basidia Loarins tho spores develop 
inside a closed fruit body. and they are coenerally lumcd together 
as the Puffball tribe. In sone kinds the nethods for dispersins the 
spores are weird and wonderful. The ones most commonly seen are the 
Lycoperdons, “or puffoalls, and theSelerodermas,or carthballs. 

In the forner,. there are several skins protectins the bag of spores 
and a tiny chimney is set in the top centre through which the spore 
dust puffs at the slightest pressure. Scleroderma is provided with 
one rough tough skin which eventually breaks away irresularly to 
allow the wind and weather to scatter the spore dust. 


The Gasteros include many interesting forms. The Stinkhorns, 
which attract flies to the evil-smelling mucus so that they may eat 
or carry away the spores on their feet; The earth Stars which elevate 
the puffball on the curling outer skin: the Earth balls which incl- 
ude some interesting underground types that are dug up by animals; 
The Birds'Nest Fungi, that resemble a minute nest of cags; the 
lattice or Basket Fungi, and some very curious desert puffballs on 
long stalks, looking like drumsticks or even native war clubs. | 
They are, on the whole, very narmless fungi. Most are edible in the 
young firm stage, even the “egs'’ of the stinkhorn, which some brave 
fellow has tried. lone of them are known to cause disease in anim- 
als or plants. They are available at any time of the year and should 
be watched for by members travelling in the mallee or hunting in the 
dunes alons the beach. a 

Donald Lyndon. 
A_ MESSAGE FOR WARRAGUL MEMBERS, 

The future meeting place yill be the Warragul Library 
which ts sttuated next to the gnire Office, just west of the 
Warragul Sutmming Poot. The Library is heated, and facilities 
are avatlable for supper ete, ; ~ 


We wish you success in the new meeting place, ed. 


RN 


LATROBE VALLEY NATURALIST (6) ISSUE Wo 181 JULY 1976 
SS ee ee ee ee eee ee eee 
REPORT OF COMMITTEE MEETING HELD JUNE 22nd 1976 
a EEN GY SUNG Gand L970 


Decided that we would support the efforts of ifr Beauglehole 
who is hoping to publish a book containing useful information 
for F.N.Clubs.Financial support would be given when the project 
appears to be under way. 


It was with sorrow the death of iir George Scanlan was reported. 
The Secretary advised that flowers had been sent to the service 
in Ballarat. A tribute to him appears on Pace 2. 


4 a 


The Good Neighbour Council has been forwarded details of our club. 
Publications receivod: Ecos, Victorian Naturalist 


lirs Thompson had written thanking us for the good wishes while 
she was in hospital. 


lir i.cDonald who assembles, wraps and posts the Naturalist advised 
that he would be absent for the August issue . Mr § Mrs Branson 
have kindly. offered to do this job for us. 


Decided that we should havo a weekend at Lakes Entrance in October 
More details later on, but keep the date in mind October 9th. 


Next Meeting will be held on Tuesday July 20th at the home of. 
lir § iirs Lubcke 122a Helen Street , Morwell at 7.39 pn. 
Members are welcome at these meetings. ; 


Supper July 23rd. iir Lubcke lirs Branson 


GF) 2 eS es eee EE 
VISITING WYPERFELD. 


At this tine of the ycar (Sprinc1975) the lone flat round Wonga 
Camp is more or less covered, knee deep, with tke alien Common 
Heliotrope, i;,curopacum, a rather unpleasant member of the for-get 
me-not tribe. It is apparently not attractive to the herbivora. 

It was my first aquaintance with the native Southern Liquorice, 
Glycyrrhiza acanthocarna, (theres a mouthful!) net uncommon near 
the camp. A visit to the Lowan's nest in the eastern mallee area 
Showed the mound nicely plumped up, evidently in business. 


Wyperfeld, like all the parks in OUYr small state, takes some 
time to recover from the influx of summer visitors and the sand 
round the buildings was loose and dusty. Some roads were closed 
off, and judging by the extent of the campsites this park is 
steadily increasing in popularity. 


Saas E. LYNDON 
a 
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GRASS TREES ON THE SNOWY RIVER. 

In Gast Gippsland the rather widespread Austral Grass-tree 
(Xanthorrhoea australis) occurs in isolated colonies, in all sorts 
of situations, extending from the coastal heathlands through to 
some of the mountain areas up to clevation of 3,000 ft (914.4 m).. 


Wnen, exploring the more rugged escarpments or the deeper 
valleys and gorges one often comes unexpectedly on a patch of these 
interesting and distinctive plants. Just because they are so differ 
ent from the other vegetation is probably why I am always attracted 
by their unusual forn. . : 


Nowhere have I been sco impressed by a grove of srass-trees 
es on a hillside recently visited on the lowcr reaches of the Snowy 
River, northeast of Buchan. This is in a place called New Guinea, 
a few miles upstream from Jacksons Crossing. There the southeasterly 
slope te the river is very, steep and is extensively covered with 
grass-trees of unusual size and most grotesque appearance. 
They nearly all-have very crooked and gnarled trunks, and many of | 
them are multiple headed. Not only are the massive trunks blackened 
by fires of previous years, .but as a result they are studded with 
en abundance of hard and conspicuous globules of resin. 


One particular grass-tree had the trunk divided about 1.2 m 
from the sround into the crooked arms. Each arm was of fantastic 
Shape and nearly horizontal , and again divided once or twice more 
so that the whole tree bore seven separate heads. One branch was 
finally curved downwards so that its terminating head was within 
18 inches ( 46 cm)of the ground before turning ‘up to produce its. 
fruiting spike. Then to continue-the abnormal habit, the spike - 
itself was in a figure of -cight, aa ie 


Allowins for the difficult slope, I estimated the circumference 
of the area reached the extremities of this giant plant had a diam- 
eter of 20 £t 9(1.6 m). Another grass-tree noticed. had five heads, 
and all were crooked and gnarled in the extreme. pees ae ree 


‘Examination of these remarkable trees was an ample reward: for 
a long trip and a rather difficult climb up from the blackberry 
Infested riverside. - E ovate pn: ees 


a 


KEITH ROGERS 
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REFORESTATION OF STRZELACKI RANGES 
address by Mr Paterson Aprtl 23rd 


It is‘hard to believe that some of the Strzcleck <is were once 
forested with trees up to'60 - 90 metres high, 3-4 metres diameter 
at the base and» SO large ‘that only 3 - 5 trees could fit on one - 
acre of land.- 

From 1880 onwards the decision to open up the strzeleckis for 
selection meant destruction of one of the best forests known to 
man. Much of the timber was ringbarked or burnt and: very little was 
used. The farms were successful for a while and when we realise 
that the only "machinery “ used were axes and matches with the 
help cf a horse, the settlers are to be admired for their hard work. 
About 1914 or so regrowth was beginning to take over but most of it 
was blackberries, ragwort and “scrub” rather than Eucalypts. 

Part of the deterioration of the farms was due to lack. of man-power 
because of the war and to the hard work necessary to overcome. the 
steepness of the terrain. The 48 - 60 inch rainfall and the almost 
hopeless access to the properties contributed to the problems. 

~The roads prior to 1918-1920 were called mud canals and often only 
Sledges provided a BORE of access. Some of the Strzeleckis are 
still successfully f armed but the inability. to use motorised. equip 
ment means the farms on the steep terrain cannot compete with 
lowland farms. 


Near Yarram a cairn was built by Laer settlers in apprec 
iation of the.C.R.B. for the improvement to the quality Cigeslaicke 
that eventuated after proper roads. Were constructed. 


The ain of the Forests Commission is to reforest the Strzel- 
eckis. Much of.the lend has been bought by the Forests Commission 
and the A.P.M. The Forests Commission commenced buying iand in 
1930 and now 40,000 hectares are owned by the Crown and about 12,000 . 
hectares of marginal type privately Owned land should also be bought. 

-ie is more suitable to forestry than agriculture. 


In 1951 the A.P.ii. started buying private land in the Strzel- 
eckisand now own 24,000 hectares. The Government realised they 
couldn't quickly reforest the area sc they have leased some to the 
A.P.M.. on a 60 year lease which must be reforested in 15 years. 
The A.P.M. have the right to any timber they grow on lease land, 
but it must be forested when the lease SADE S: Rental is 5% of the 
unimproved capital value of the land. 


Mirboo and Yarram Forest Districts manage the Strzeleckis. 
thirtysix men, 6. foresters, 6 overseers and 4-5 office staff carry 
out the work with extra manpower from the two prison farms. 

Planting needs to be done in the winter when conditions are suit- 
able for the seedlings and the prisONcrs are used for labour in the 
nurseries, for planting and also road maintenance. 


contd...pp3 
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In 1944 experimental plots of many types of Bucalypts and softwoods 
were planted; but Eucalyptus regnans and Pinus radiata-proved the 
most successful species. Although 4,900 hectares of Eucalypts and 
6,117 hectares of pine have been established, it will take at least 
15 years to completely plant the Crown Land into forests. 

It costs about $200 hectare to clear and $70 hectare to plant, 
using the cheaper prison labour. toads cost $3,000 2 kilometer and 
minor tracks $500 a kilometer. App. 4 kilometers of roads ana 
tracks are necessary per 100 hectares. Technology ia on the side 

of the foresters. with bulldozers, aircraft and 1080 being the most 
helpful. Technology is also a great help in fire control. It is 32 
years since the large fire burnt the Strzeleckis; but every precau- 
tion and €aré must bé taken to prevent it. Although for 95% of the ~ 
year a fire could probably not even be started, there are still 
days in the other 5% of the year when, if a fire really got going, 
nothing could stop it until the weather conditions helped. 


The forests are 2 terrific resource, not only for logs, but - 
for pulpwood and tourism (which is increasing cach year). 


Mir Paterson then showed slides illustrating the rugged 
terrain of some of the Strzcleckis, pleasant views, waterfalls, 
ferns and old trees alongs Turtons Creek Read. Reforestation over 
the years was illustrated by slides of arcas when they were bare 
and a few years later. The forest farm at Olsens Bridge was shown 
in 1950 and 1962. Nursery activities (3/4 million seedlings yearly): 
site preparation, stripping,scalping and ripping were shown. % 
Ash Trees can be planted at the rate of 200-300 plants a day per 
man; but pine trees, because they do not need tubes and can be open. 
root planted, can be planted at the rate of 900-1000 plants. per day 
per man. This adds to the expense of planting Eucalypts as opposed. 
to pines. F 

Mr Paterson concluded with views of pony clubs using pony 
trails in the Mirboo Bast area, a hei 
Gipuatliretlud 
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UNCOMMON EUCALYPTS ty THE LATROBE VALLEY — 


E.yarraensts (Yarra -gum) is named for its main occurence in 
the Yarra Valley. It. is fairly rare Victorian species, with restr- 
icted distribution, and its most easterly known natural occurence 
is along the old road and rail Jine linking liorwell and Yinnar. 
Yarra gum was previously considered tc be no more than a variation 
of the common swamp gum (E.ovata) but in 1971 was given full 
species status by Pryor and Johnson in their publication 
"A Classification of the Eucalypts "'. . 


It can be distinguished from swamp gum by its smaller buds 
and fruit, the latter tending also to be hemispherical rather than 


Conncasleea or swamp gums. 
cal as £ gup 2 contd. .pp4 
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UNCOMMON EUCALYPTS IN THE LATROBE VALLEY contd. . 


The Morwell Yarra Gums are smaller than swamp gums growing in the 
area and tend to have more fibrous bark on the trunks and large 
limbs, . 

some of the yarra gums are growing right inilorwell along 
iaryvale Crescent, and a considerable number along. the old road and 
vail line nearly to the Hazelwood Cemetry,with another small occur- 
ence close to Yinnar. 


* 
Although many of these yarra gums are disappearing with the 
extensions to the Morwell open cut mine the trees within the Yinnar - 
and Morwell areas should survive unless the land is required for 
housing development or more intensified farming. 


ral 
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_FUNGI EXCURSION TO DARLIMURLA ; 

The whole season had been exceptionally dry, no one had high 
hepes of much fungi being found. However, we needn't have worried 
aS we Saw our first fungi even before the cars had stopped, a beau- 
tiful bright Orange cup Funpi, and from then , our leader, irs Lyn- 
don was busy identifying the many and varied fungi found during the 
day. She did a marvellous job too, only having to refer to her books 
a few times and then only to “Just be sure !! 

We had been to Darlimurla before but never on the newly constructed 
trail made by the Forestry Commission. This track, near the Pump- 
house follows a tributary of the Morwell River for most of the Way. 
The track is very easy to walk- no stecp rises etc. and is supposed 
to take 1 hour to cover but we took nearly 2°% liours- - - so te 
didn't exactly gallop throush.:, 

The whole way was of interest to everyone, lots o 

sing, aiden Hair, Fisi-bone, soft and hard ‘later Fern, Dainbow 
Ban, Gristle, Dars-wing, Lance. A large area coyored.in Calnia- 
woulc feed butterflies in the right Season, ee: BA 
Bive orchia leaves were roughly identified Acianthus renifornis : 


Thelynitra ? Pterostylis longifolia‘ and another Pterostylis, 
rytostylis suoulata. Fo Lyrebirc’s mest and several. mounds were 
seen but only one bird was heard. SCratclings in the ground denoted 


that the area carried a good manmal population. 


_ However ; tais was our Fungi excursion and fungi we found | 
aplenty:: ...all colours, shapes and Sizes. Sone pretty, some slimy, 
some edible, sone poisonous, soue gilled, some gelatinous, sone 
noulds, but_ALL very interesting. flothing could be more misleading 
then the old saying “It's BITHSR! A SUSHROOI. oP A TOADSTOOL". 

The old adage “By THETR FR bg LL KNOW THE holds sood for 

the fungi world.Pungi are so varied in size ana appearance, but all 

have one thing in common and that iS their Inck of Chlorophyll. . 
ote contd. .pp5 
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FUNGI EXCURSION TO DARLIMURLA contd.. 
They must extract their nourishment from organic matter and in so 
doing they “eat” whatever they are living on.. thereby , rotting 
wood etc.. that in turn , enriches the soil. ‘le must remember that 
the parts seen above the ground and often brightly coloured are the 
fruiting bodies and more or less equivelant to the flowers on a 
plant. The important part of a fungi is the i7YCELIUI which is hid- 
den and does the “eating” or breaking dovm the wood, leaves etc. 
Therefore Fingi, whatever the shape or foem, play a very important 
part in our life cycle -- enrichins the ground in readiness for 
the influx of spring plants. 

Several fungi were really dainty, some delicate and others 
outstandingly pretty, such a one was Cortinarius austro venetus 
Which had a green cap, bright yellow silTs anc stalk. - 

Velvet Foot .. COLLYBIA velutipes has.a cap of orange to tawny, at 
first sliny, then smooti, the stem toug: and velvet has an unpleas- 


whe 


ant odour and insipid taste?! Collybia elegans are indeed elegant, 
are very brignt red-brown clusters and caps are well under 2 in. 


(Scin) (Collybia from the Greek Nollybos ..a small coin ) 


Bright Foot,,Leptonia lampropus is so. slender and dainty- blue 
violet in colour and only 2cm Broad, gills are thin, distant and. 


unequal and found in sheltered places. 


An interesting Fungi was Coral Fungi Clavariacelphus junceus 
Ye only found yellow ones but they usually iave all colours. 
These branched fruiting bodies, usually. about 15 em lone don't 
have have pores, gills for bearing tite spores but tne whole exter- 
ior of the Club is fertile. . Re 

Several types of bracket fungi Polyoroid were found. These are 
usually sticky and clammy to touch on the top, have spores under- 
neath and always grow on wood, lookinz like shelves. One big"Punk” 
was sighted high on a Sucalypt and measured 30-50 cm and this had .» 
been much bigger but the recent rains had soaked into the porous — 
punk and the weight had caused half of it to fall on the ground. 
The host tree looked healthy enoug: on the outside, the inside 
would be rotten and taken over by the IYCELIUI! for the fruiting 
body to have reached that size, As our leader said “ The tree must 
be a pretty sick boy"!!! Punk, when dried and lit, smoulders for 
hours, Aboriginals used punk as firesticks and carried them alight 
from one place to another and woe-be-tice the lubra who let her 
punk so out [it 

I. think the most fascinating story in the fungi line is of-the 


Cordyceps, we saw Cordyceps sunnii under a grovn of wattles where 
they are nornaily found. jane Spores of the Cordyceps gunnii are 
Cither swallowed or adhered to the soft moist boc1es or Oxycanus 
Lavae, germinate and pierce the outer skin baa slender tube. 

Once inside the victim, the initial fungus thread branches reneat- 
edly until the caterpillars’ whole body is yamified with fungal 
Nyohae, the tissues are destroyed and thie host soon dies,usually 
while burrowing in the earth. At last allthat remains of the cater- — 
pillaris a thin shell packed with fungal threads, further extract-? 


ion of food being impossible, 


a 
u 


contd...pp6é 
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FUNGI EXCURSION TO DARLIMURLA contd... 
The Corcyceps develop their fruiting bodies from the head of the 
victim- the stem being about 8cm long with an olive-green coloured 
club. 

I have only mentioned a few pretty or interesting fungi in 
detail but there were many others found, like the purple smut that 
ruins fruit trees, the funci with the rough cap an ooxing extra- 
ordinarily like a pine cone and is‘so named. The nuff bali that 
lives totally underground and looks like a small potato and when cut 
in half looks like brains! The Jelly Fungi Tromella commenly 
known as Witches Butter!! - One beautiful parasol Lepiota haemorr- 

hagica-- has both cap and fitie white but ween landied they develop 

lood-like stains, common nane.. The Bleeding Preras Oi te ge Os 
The slime mould parasitisins another type of fungi- that is living 
upon another fun gi. The beautifully pink coloure d ticred fungi 
Craterollus multiplex -looking for 411 the world like frills on the 

ront o ouse.:: One family Was pleased when they found Psalliota 
vinactea, thése are large species, the cap being fawn, the gills are 
at first pallid, then red-brown, the Spores brown and are very 
EDIBLET (The Forest iushroom) 

All in all: a perfect day, all lee eanten much from a fonertin 
leader who Anew alt. the answers. 


" enope BEUERO OT 


Mp iReircaacaaid of the Forestry Commisston was very pleased to be con 
PUA GE on the. yery PER ER LETS walling track. é 


ER OITE or COMMIDTEE MEETING HELD TUESDAY JULY 20en1976. 


We had eC a) BOOK List from the: BR, MW C. Mex “these are books oat 
reduced prices. List available fron. Secretary. 


Discussion regarding Campout for January 1977. Decided that we will 
obtain the use of ski lodges at itt Baw Baw . The big lodge is not 
available so snaller lodges are be ing obtained. 


irs Thompson had prepared a submission i in favour of the L.C.C. 
recommendations on the-Hallee Study Arca (Th 1 Sunset Se): 


Decided that the eoust ec euE will ‘be a Special Meeting with Supper 
provided. Pleas bring plate if tonding to Acear Wir fos Garnet 


Next~ Gonmlrros ieeting will be che at. the home of lirs Giané 
_6 Parkway Yallourn »Tuesday 24 th OEE: at 7.30 pn. 


=e eee ee eee 
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UNCOMMON EUCALYPTS OF THE LATROBE VALLEY. 


E.aromaphloia ( scent bark or Creswick apple box ) 
is a Victorian species with its main distribution in the Ararat - 
Ballarat - Creswick areas. 

Although not listed in “The Distribution of Victorian Plants" 


by Churchill and de Corona as occuring in Gippsland it is fairly 
widespread from Walhalla towards Tyers and Cowwarr. 


Identification of specimens from the Boola State Forest and 
Wirilda Reserve have been confirmed as E.aromaphloia by Dr. D.M. 
Churchill at the National Nerbarium in 1975. . 

A large scent bark tree with several smaller trees nearby 
grows at the fork oftwo Latrobe Valley ‘ater and Sewerage Board access 
roads approximately 1% km immediately downstream from the Moondarra 
Dam spillway. Another tree is on the back road from Moondarra to 
Tyers, 3 km. from the spillway. 


Scent bark is intermediate in appearance between narrow leaf 
peppermint (E.radiata)and apple box(E. bridgesiana ) . Its leaves. 
and bark ‘are rather Similar to peppermint rene its buds and fruit 
are similar to, but smaller than apple box. Only when the green bark 
is freshly cut does it produce a strong eucalyptus type smell from 
which’the species derives its name. 


Although not a common tree in the Central Gippsland area it 
is fairly widespread and it could not be regarded as an endangered 
Species in the area. ~— ae 

ae fe R.B.REID 
Iraralgon 


: Fe, CRICKETS 
Having moved in February to a new school in the city, I was 
Sitting in an upstairs office, when I heard a shrill and insistent 
chirruping, which seemed to come from below. It was particularly 
loud and penetrating, and became quite irritating after a while. 


On going down the stairs, J eventually located the source of 
the noise: two crickets in a pot plant water-holder. Their chirr- 
uping was greatly magnified by the stair well, and sounded very diff- | 
erent to a cricket singing underground and heard in.the open. 


One cricket had taken up residence in the space behind one of 
the drainage holes at the base of the pot, and the other was doing 
frantic circuits of the pot, and trying to get in at the guarded 
hole. It was rather easy to attribute human emotions and motives to 
the two insects after watching them for a while. 

This was during the Cricket plague, when small piles of dead. 
and living crickets were seen in many city streets. 

Strangely enough I seemed to be the only person to notice 
them in their adapted environment. Focal e Bo Corte 
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eee RIVER IMPROVEMENT TRUST 
Talk by Mr STan Cook JUNE25th_1976 


The Latrobe River Improvenent Trust was formed about 1914 as 
a drainage trust, but as carly as 1905 a committee was formed of 
menbers of. Shires and landholders below Moe to get a survey and 
estimated cost of snagcins or bend cuttings, or both, to try to 
alleviate the flood waters causing concern to farmers on the flood 
plain between lioe and Sale. The problen was increased yneH the ; 
swamp area above iioe and Trafalgar wes drained. 

The area subject to flooding is approximately ADS 422 hectares. 
(30, 000 acres) in a distance of 148 K (92 miles ) with seven ; 
rivers draining to the Latrobe plus creeks ‘and the run off fron at 
towns and roads in the valley which incidentally are not rated to 
help pay some of the cost-for disposal. 
About 1950 The Latrobe was changed from a drainage trust to an 
Improvement Trust. j 
In later years the trusts boundaries were recrended to take in the 
Stoney and Eaclehawk creek area in the North and Flynns Creek in 
the South. These are bad erosion are2s, but with Fiynn we have. done 
some successful work with a grass spillway to Sere SToeqine: 


1 \ 


booted . 


There are eleven divisions in the eee River area ._ 
The BU RES IE rate is 13 cents and the lowest 0.4 cents , with Flynns | 
creek and Kilmany bank having a special rate to undertake capital 
works in that area. On both sides of the river there have been lots 
of drainage work,some enlarging existins drains. put ‘down by carly 
settlers. These drains have “hardly ever needéd reclining which 
speaks hichly of the farmers: knowledge of ‘their flood country. 


Possibly ovr largest expense, is renoving trees from the: river 
and any trees’ on or down the bank which could with storms or floods 
fall into the stream thus taking 2 lot of bank with them and crea- 
ting a diversion in the strean. 

: The Trust: consists of 9 members, all ratepayers, one of which 
is 2 Government nominee and one a Shire Yeprescntative. 

Members are not paid for their time Spent at meetings, inspections . 
' The trust has a set of coloured Arial Photos of the river proper, 
which gives a true picture of pro Spots and a look at future 
work to be undertaken. 

The Trust has a part time Secretary and DeceGonciieant Engineer. 
All work for the Trust is carried out by a contractor . . ; 
Rising costs forced the trust to lay off any employees in the past ~ 
year. Ail works undertaken by the trust has to be passed by the : 
State Rivers for approval before commencement . 


During the last 2 years there has been a erent ears committee 
of all departments such as Conservation, Forests , Wildlife, 
Crown Lands and Water Commission tO CONsult with Stete Rivers 
and Trusts on all river anf flood problems. 
Since the E.P.A. has an agent in the Latrobe Valley the water 
quality has been improved and. some of the main offenders have 


usnt . 
been brought into line contd pp3 
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LATROBE RIVER IilPROVEMENT TRUST contd pp2 


It must be remembered that the Trusts main function is to 
keep a clear water way to help landholders with their flood and 
water problens. 

While there has been a lot of criticism of the River Trust in the 
past, if people took time to inspect and discuss the various areas, 
I am sure they would be more aware of the effects of Floodable and 
non floodable land, especially if they were owners of property 
affected by water. 

The history of the Latrobe is too lonz to discuss in so short 
a time, but with this talk and the following inspection I hope 
more people are aware of what we are trying to do. 


Notes for this article were supnlicd by tir Cook. 


EXCURSION WITH Mr COOK 26th JUNE 1976 


Mr Stan Cook, Chairman of the Latrobe River Improvement Trust, 
was the leader of our excursion on the 26th June, and after nine 
cars had assembled at the mecting place at Glengarry we set out 
along the Glengarry North road to see at first hand some of the 
problems involved in the improvement and protection of our streams. 


We first inspected a section.of Stony Creek where some 40 
years ago a farmer had ploughed a furrow to drain his paddock and 
where today that'‘furrow’’ is now a creek flowing through a gorge 
some ten metres deep. oc 


The problem where rainfall causes the soil at. the edges of 
banks to drain and seep down the sides and eventually crack and ~ 
break away was evident here. Willows have been planted down the 
Sides of the banks in some places and are helping to hold the soil.. 
Wattles are considered to be undesirable trees in this situation | 
as their shallow root system allows them to be quickly undermined _. 
and topple into the stream, taking a large amount of soil with them. 
In this respect they cause more trouble than any other tree. 
Although willows are useful here, they too can become a nuisance if 
growing in the wrong situation- for example, they can create small 
islands in the middle of a river causing two streams. 


There were places here where wattles and larger trecs had 
fallen into the creek causing the banks to be gouged away by the 
swiftly flowing diversion. 

The type of vegatation growing close to a river has a great 
influence on whether the stream becomes obstructed butthere can be 
no rules laid down on this point, for a certain species may be 
quite suitable in one area but very undesirable in another- terrain 
varies, and circumstances differ, lature herself is constantly 
Changing the scene- by fire and flood and storm and heat. Mostly 
Slowly but sometimes overnight and often unpredictably! 


contd ppa 
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EXCURSION” WITH Mr cook. 


~contd,.« 


Our next: Stop was: at: the: Hagleha uk Greek bridge where the Trust 
has done considerable retaining: work and which probably saved the 
bridge from being washed away in the last heavy flood... 

Tyres a and concrete blocks ‘have pees ccs at points above and below 
the bridge, .and ‘2 althouga some of the blocks had been anchored by - 
strong cables. much of Eis has been Seokan and washed away by the 
force of the water. 


The Trust has puraaoeea along the middic of ‘the creek in a 
section above the bridge. Mr Cook believes this could be the most 
effective and least expensive method of keeping the stream free of 
obstruction in the centre and therefore straighter flowing. 


We visited the property of a progressive farmer who has 
fenced along the bank of the creek to prevent his cows from damag- 
ing the edges and has also. planted willows on some of the high DEES 
to help retain the Soa 


We moved on sean eo Fraser's Road -and stopped for lunch at 
-a sheltered and sunlit crossing on Eaglehawk Creek. 

En route for flynn’s Creek we left the Highway and sence? down. 
Stuckey's Lane to have just one look at our valley's"Dig Drain” - _ 
the Latrobe River. The water-level of the Latrobe is prone to con-. 
stant fluctuation - we could.see evidence on the banks of a recent 
drop in level. This man-made fluctuation (cue to our socicty's need 
for drainage, Powerhouses , dams ctc.} is not conducive to the est- 
ablishment of herbage at water level.on the banks.A levee bank has 
been built here recently to help lessen the severity of tho flooding 
in the area. 

At Flynn's” Creck. we were shown another nethod used by the 
Trust to cope with flooding and severe soil erasion. A "crass chute” 
with wire mesh underncath has been constructed to divert flood water. 
Farm cattlo can graze on this grass Chute - it looks like a small 
sloping paddock. The main stream now Tuns through pipes whicn take 
seclttaeen, graded ‘sections down to the level : ‘of the creek bed. 


Our excursion came to an end here, and Mr. Bart Sterkenburg 
thanked iir Cook for pHoviding us with a “most interesting, infox rmative 
and nappy day. 


es Lubecke 


LATROBE VALLEY WATURALIST (5) ISSUE to 153 SEPTEMBER 1976 


NATURE OBSERVATIONS 


Last October while holidaying with my son in Northern 11.5.1. 
I was helping to build a house on a steep nill, behind us and higher 
up the hill was a ‘Flooded Gum" which was very “tall. 
In this Gum were several Starlings, which my son assured me do mig 
rate around that area, but he had not known of them nesting rere 


During our working wo: heard a erase call from these starl 
ings and as this call was given, that particular bird would fly 
horizontally from the top of the tree, which would give it an elev- 
ation of approximately 60- 90 metres. Then like a diving Petrel at 
sea it would fold its wings and drop like a stone to a pile of rocks 
and Lantana at the foot oi the paddock still emittine this peculiar 
call, After resting for a short while the bird voulé come fron the 
Lantana and skin the earth as it returned to the tree and resumed 
it’ s call again. This did not happen more than four or five times a 

day. We presuned it was some: type of mating ritual. 

This area which is about 160 ka south of “Surfers Pavadise! 
and about 32 km inland is really a Birdo's earadise, 

The gullies all consist of Rain Forest and on the slopes of the 
gullies, Lantana crows like our Ginysland blackberry. 

in this dense undergrowth: althous:: seldom seen are nundreds of Vhip- 
Birds, and from dawn to 9.39 an the noise of their call is unreal. 

All types of birds seem to be in the district. Blue ‘Irens and a multi 
coloured ‘Jren were plentiful anda beautiful to see. 

Dollar Birds rested in the big Gun and all day one oul ficar. the 
call of the Pheasant Coucal, a shy bird living a life sinilar to 
the Lyrebird, ang emits a long drawing noice of 7 coo-coo-coo" fron” 
deep in the undergrowth. ; 


One evening driving along a gravel road we noticed two "Sour 
Winged Plover’ become very agitated as we approached than. Then: we 
sau the cause - six little chicks running in all directions on the 
road, They squatted in their natural ' camouflaze and it became hard 
to see them, I had to stop the car and chase thom off the road before 
we could move on. It was a wonderful Sight I can assure you. 


In another incident a Kookaburra. ‘family of eleven at all sta- 
ges of maturity visit the home site. They have cifferent stages of 
laughter too. Like a boys voice changing to manhood. 


John Puckey. 


OLA LC RAE Rt en NC nena tenn 
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REPORT OF COMMITTEE MEETING HELD AUGUST 24th 


The Secretary has had some replies. from lodges at it Baw Baw 
re the weekend January 1977. There are more definate arrangements 
to be made. 
Decided that the elub ‘would: take part in a Community Day to 
be held at the G.I.A;#. on Sunday 12th Septenber. . 
ilany organisations will be taking part. We will mount a small display 
showing ‘the activities of the club etc. 


-‘idr and lirs Lubcke, ny nGelae ee licElroy will attend during the day. 


We were advised that Br Winifred Curtis from Ta RoneniaeHae 
been awarded the Hatural History itedallion for 1976. The L.V.F.N.€. 
had supported _ this nomination. ; Bs 


Publications received. V.N.P.A. Alpine Park Policy 
G.G.V. Newsletter.,.seS1RO:4Ecos F.N.C.V. Vic Naturalist 
Institute of Aboriginal Studies lowsletter, eet eaie Bones Hews Deuce n 


Mr MOretti reported thet ihe had attended: a Forestry inspection 
of the Boola area. The Club was invited to send one person to be 
with the Foresters and: members of a Senate Select Committee ag 
were eee in Gepeswend to look at the Forests. 


“Decided that we : Tanutd have a weekend at: S51 B= Entrance on 


‘October Sth and 10th. Mr and kirs Searjeantson have offered to be 


our guides for the weekend. Members to make own arrangements re. 
camping > Motels etc. Contact Bees eee more details. 
Daye visitors would be welcome. 


“Decided at an earlier meeting that the club Would honour 
Mr E.iic Blroy with a life Membership: ‘Wonorary liember) | in ECO, 


nition for his work for the club. 


ilir lic Elroy was a foundation member of the Club® oeaiie a member of 4 
the committee and. Treasurer for sone years. At 6 August Gener ral 
Loeting this’ award was announced by the President who called on 


Mr, LicElroy to come forward and receive a certificate. Ye all enjoyed 
a festive | ‘Supper after the meeting had. Concluded. : 


Next Committce meeting will be hold on ‘September: ‘21st at. the> 


home of i and Mrs McElroy, 35 Latrobe } Road Morwell at 7.30 pn. 


‘Supper Roster September | 2227 


At. the August meeting there were several aoe eye ah native plants’ 


garden grown by members. Mrs Lyndon supplied some plants for salc, 
cee were quickly snapped up by keen buyers... 
Members please try to provide some plants (prefera bly native) 
for the stall. You may like to start Some from seed this spring. 


LATROBE VALLEY NATURALIST 


DETAILS OF CONTRIBUTING CLUBS ARE AS FOLLOWS : 


HON. SECRETARY 


ate aetna nen cee ne 


MEETINGS — 


LATROBE VALLEY F.N.C. Mrs. I. Peterson 


SALE F.N.C. 


14 Barry Street 
MORWELL 3840 
Tel. 34 2129 


Mr. N. Williams 
8 Antares Avenue 


7.30 p.m. on 4th Friday of 
each month, Yallourn State 
School, Yallourn ~ 


8.00 p.m. on lst Friday of 


each month, C.W.A. Rooms, 


Son SSALEMeeSe50 Macarthur Street, Sale. 
Tel. 44 1924 
TRARALGON F.N.C. Mr. J. Wall 8.00 p.m. on 1st Friday of 


156 Kay Street 
TRARALGON 3844 
Tel. 74 1948 


each month, City Council 
Reception Rooms, oe 


Mr. J. Brooks _— 
3 Nobel Street 
WARRAGUL 3820 — 


WARRAGUL F.N.C. Sroorpem ecnaand Friday of 
each month, Albert Street | 


‘State School, Warragul he 


Tel. 2 1563 — 
SUBSCRIPTIONS Rind 
Due March 1st, eats to Hon. Trensunon ae eee | | 
Was. E. Lubeke NATURALIST = 2-50-75 D 
‘122a Heken Street ——FFAMILY $350 $B Y.50. 
MORWELL 3840 | SINGLE MEMBER : ets i ¢.0d 
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1€ 0 al publication of the Latrobe Vaile Field Racine 
Club. “Cobtri butions on any aspect of Natural History are invited 
from MEMBERS OF ALL CLUBS and should be addressed” to: 


Hon. Edit 

Mrs. I, sen eyatd: 

99 Chamberlain Road 
__-NEWBORQUGH 3828 
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COMING EVENTS 


Traralgon F.N.C. 

Meeting: No Meeting in November 

Exeurston October 30th 31st weekend at 
Wilsons Promontory( Yanakte) 


Contact Seeretary for detatls. 


» 


Warragul F.N.C. 

Heeting: Frtday OCtober 15th 

Mr £.Pope (Neerim South Forrester) 
Recreatton in the F.C.V. 


= 


ee ee ee ee 


Latrobe Valley F.i.C. 
Meeting. Friday 22nd October 
Mr W.Wiltiams (Sate F.N.C.) 
MOrehids of the N.S.W.regton® 
Exeurston: Saturday 23rd October to the 
Traralgon South area. 


Meeting Place: Traralgon Creek Road and Shakespeare 
Street Iraralgon at 10.00 am 


Weekend at Mt Baw BAw January 1977. Book early for accomodatton 


Day visitors will be welcome, no camping permitted. 
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OUTING TO SPERM WHALE HEAD 


Saturday 23rd July was a:day especially suitable for our 
excursion to the Lakes National Park. 

At 10.00 am, thirteen cars and twentyseven people assembled at 
the meeting place, where we were met by ifr Withan of the Fisheries 
and Wildlife , who led the convoy to the park. We were joined by ifr 
Fred Haala of the National Parks Authority who led us to Emu Point 
where he gave a brief description and history of the Park. 


We divided into groups and went to see what could be found. 
Deer tracks were plentiful, many greenhoods and several species of 
honey-eaters were to be seen, ie 

After reassembling we travelled to Point Wilson for lunch on 
the edge of Lake Victoria, where pelicans, ccrmorants, sea-gulls 
and several species of iniand birds were to be seen , also some 
kangaroos. e 

Our party had lunch near a pine tree which differs from the — 
usual pine tree, I think it is called the Nut Pine. This tree has a 
kernel and not a seed as we know pines to have. 


Lunch over we drove around to Trapper Point for a view of 
sotomah Island which is across Lake Reeve.The water was dotted with 
moor hens, one white egret, many black swans, and a pair of Sea 
Eagles in flight. Mahogany Gums grow in this area. . “0% 

At the next stop we had a view of the Wardell estate which would be 
a valuable addition to the Park. We then went to the observation 
Tower for.a panoramic view over the area, and walk the nature trail. 
On this’ walk we observed helmet orchids, noddine greenhoods, and a 
silver grey possum was disturbed from his nest. (eee 
Thryptomene and the midget greenhood orchid were also seen. 

In some areas of the Park workmen are planting grass for Kangaroo 
grazing. 

At 3.45 pm the two leaders were thanked for their efforts in 
leading a very enjoyable day, and we collected ideas for lator on. 
The excursion was officially over, cups of tea and coffee were had 
before the journey home where the sunset was a grand show to end 
a good day. as 

Tom Morettt 


The dainty little greenhood seen in the teatree on our walk be- 
fore lunch was Pterostylts coneinna,the Trim Greenhood. The black: 
notehed tongue ts a good distinguishing feature, tnstde the delicate 
strtped hood. i : 


The tiny ilelmets on the nature tratl were Corybas dtementecus 
the Slaty Helmet, some of the smallest of thetr family. Looking down 
at them the dark bonnet completely htdes the small white face of the 
flower, thus making tt necessary for us to lite full Length in order 
to lift up the tiny chins. There are about 36 different spectes of 
orchids recorded for the park by the first vanger, Fred Barton, 
who Lived there for many years, 

i. Lyndon 


LATROBE VALLEY HATURALIST (2) ISSUE ilo 154 OCTOBER 1976 


WYPERFELD NATIONAL PARK - 
Address by ilr J. Ros Garnet 27.8.76 


ltr Garnet's 18 years association with the Wyperfeld Park 
Committee anc .the experiences of the Victorian “‘allee area assured 
us of a very interestinz evening. 


Vyperfela: situated fairly centrally in the Victorian Murray 
Sasin - Artesian area of the N.W.Victoria is part of the Big Desert. 
Having an annual rainfall of between 120 -380 mm it is considered 
-semi-arid and described as "Iiallee Country". The most widespread 
vegetation in the area is liallee scrub. These small multi-trunked 
Eucalypts with the large rhizo-tuber or pseudo trunk have adapted 
to glean whatever moisture is available in the dry seasons. 
About 12 species may be found within the park boundary.Alonc the 
infrequently flooded creeks and flood plains Llack Box and River 
Red Gums crow in the alluvial soil. Gne of ‘ir Sarnet's slides 
featured "Old Bill. a River Ned Gum estimated to be 700 years old. 
liuch of this flood plain through the park is at present inundated 
from the heavy ifarch rains in the immera River Catchment. After 
filling the various water storages, surplus water fills lake Hind- 
marshwhich when full, flows via Outfall Creek to Lake Albacutya. 
Outlet Creek flows north from Lake Albacutya into 'ypcrfeld to fill 
Lake Brambruk, Wonga Lake and occasionally north to Lake Agnes in 
the Pine Plains area. | . 


The original settlers of the first MalleePastoral Zun at the 
Pine Plains in the early 1840's were no doubt impressed by the lush 
growth of grasses and the abundant supply of water in the lakes as 
at present. Such conditions may occur Oonle once in a generation. 

The original Pine Plains homestead site was leased from the Lands 
Department, this lease is soon to be abandoned and will increase the 
size of Wyperfeld. 


ee . ilost serious fire outbreaks have occured 1-2 years after 

heavy rains, whichcauses the dense growth of grass and when dried 
out is a real danger.The grasses carry the fire between the clumps 
of Porcupine Grass and ilallee trees and when fanned by strong hot 
winds are difficult to extinguis. Tis happened in 1959when about 
one-third of the western section of the park was burned. 

The resulting profusion of wild flowers which followed increased 

the .known species by 20 new names. “oWCvor it takes another 15 years 
before the ground litter builds up -sutficiently to attract the ‘Lowan 
“(Vallee Fowl) back to nest. ren ik 

Tae dunes denuded of perennial grasscS ond low shrubs are susceptible 
to crosion by strong winds. Unstable dunes in the park ‘are fenced 
for Rabbit control and seeded with native grasses and trees. 
Some of this work is undertaken by 10Cal children as school projects. 
_ &r Garnet showed slides of unstable dunes before and after troat- 
ment by these methods and the regeneration was very noticable after 
SSVI S son ne : Ss sare 
contd: pp3 = : 
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OUTING TO SPERM WHALE HEAD 


Saturday 23rd July was a day especially suitable for our 
excursion to the Lakes National Park. 

At 10.00 am, thirteen cars and twentyseven people assembled at 
the meeting place, where we were met by lir Withan of the Fisheries | 
and Wildlife , who led the convoy to the park. We were joined by iir 
Fred Haala of the National Parks Authority who led us to Emu Point 
where he gave a brief description and history of the Park. 


We divided into groups and went to see what could be found. 
Deer tracks were plentiful, many greenhoods and several species of 
honey-eaters were to be seen. . . 

After reassembling we travelled to Point Wilson for lunch on 
the edge of Lake Victoria, where pelicans, cormorants, sea-gulls 
and several species of inland birds were to be, seen , also some 
kangaroos. 

Our party had lunch near a pine tree which differs from the © 
usual pine tree,.I think it:is called the Nut Pine. This tree has a 
kernel and not a seed as we know pines to have. - 


Lunch over we drove around to Trapper Point for a view of 
Aotomah. Island which is across Lake Reeve.The water was dotted with 
moor hens, one white egret, many black swans, and a pair of Sea 
Eagles in flight. Mahogany Gums grow in this area. . 
At the next stop we had a view of the Wardell estate which would be 
a2 valuable addition to the Park, le then went to the observation 
Tower for a panoramic view over the area, and walk the nature trail. 
On this walk we observed helmet orchids, noddine greenhoods, and a 
silver grey possum was disturbed from his nest. ; 
Thryptomene and the midget greeniood orchid were also seen. e: 

In some areas of the Park workmen are planting grass for Kangaroo> 

grazing. -: aahie, Space Bet 7 
; At 3.45. pm the two leaders were thanked for their efforts in 
leading a very enjoyable day, and we collected ideas for later on. 
The excursion was officially over, cups of tea and coffee were had 
before the journey home where the sunset was a grand show to end 

a good day. eS 
Tom Morettr 


The dainty little greenhood seen in the teatree on our walk be- 
fore Lunch was: Pterostylts coneinna, the Trim Greenhood. The black 
notched tongue 78 a good distinguishing feature, inside the delicate 
strtped hood. Tec) re 


The tiny Helmets on the nature tratl were Corybas dtiementcus 
the Slaty Helmet, some of the smatlest of thetr fantly. Looking down 
at them the dark bonnet completely hides the small white face of the 
flower, thus making tt necessary for us to lie full length in order 
to lift up the tiny chins. There are about 36 different species of 
orchtds recorded for the park by the first ranger, Fred Barton, 
who Lived there for many years, 

E.Lyndon . | 
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VWYPERFELD WATIOWNAL PARK 
Address by ilr J. Ros Garnet 27.8.76 


tir Garnet's 18 years. association with the “yperfelc Park 
Committee and the exveriences of the Victorian “‘allee area assure ed 
us of a very interesting evening. 


 Wyperfelc: situated fairly centrally in the vedoren Murray 
Basin - Artesian area of the WN.W.Victoria is part of the Big Desert. 
Having an annual rainfall of between 120 -380 mm it i8 considered 
semi- arid and described as ‘Tiallee Country". The most widespread 
vegetation in the area is liallee scrub. These smal multi- tetnked 
Eucalypts with the large rhizo-tuber or pseudo trunk have adapted 
to glean whatever moisture is available in the dry seasons. 
About 12 species nay be found within t he park boundary. Along the 
infrequently flooded creeks and flood plains lack Box and River 
Red Gums srow in the alluvial WOM One of tir Garnet's slides 
featured "01d Bill’. a River Red Gum estimated to be 700 years old. 
lfuch of this flood plain through he park -is at present inundated 
from the heavy ifarch rains in the Wimmera River Catchment. After’ 
filling the various water storages, surplus weter fills lake Hind- 
marshwhich when full, flows via Outfall Creek to Lake: Albacutya. 
Outlet Creek flows north from Lake Albacutya into ‘Vyperfold to fill 
ake Brambruk, Wonga Lake and occasionally north to Lake Agnes in 
the Pine Plains area. 


The original settlers of the first. MallesPastoral Run at the 
Pine Plains in the early 1840's were no doubt impressed by the lush 
growth of grasses and the abundant supply of water in the lakes as 
at present. Such conditions may occur onle once in a generation. — 
The original Pine Plains homestead site was leased from the Lands - 
Department, this lease is soon to iB abandoned and will increase the . 
size of Nyperfeld. 


Most serious fire outbreaks have occured 1-2 years after 
heavy rains, whichcauses the dense growth of grass and when dried 
out is a real danser.The FEBS SES carry the fire between the clumps 
of Porcupine Grass and liallee trees and when fanned by strong hot 
Winds are difficult to extinguis:. This happened in 1959when about 
one third of the western section of the park was. burned. ; 
The resulting profusion of wild flowers which followed increased 
the known species by 20 new names. lowever it takes another 25° years 
before the ground litter builds up sufficiently to attract the Lowai 
(allee Fowl). back to nest. 
fhe dunes denuded of perennial grasses and low shrubs ‘a re susceptible 
ts erosion by strong: winds. Unstable dunes in the park are: fonced ; 
for Rabbit control and: seeded with native grasses and trees. : 
Some of this work is undertaken by local children as school nrojects. 

Mr Garnet showed slides of unstable dunes before and after treat- 
ea by these methods anc the regeneration was very noticable after 
5 years. is 
Si eI contd pp3 
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; WYPERFELD  WATIONAL PARK. SIRS CLON HUT Dog 

Other slides showed areas of readish-purple jloon Flowers (Disphyma 
australe), everlastings, calotis, senecio and the soft blue velvet 
bush. 

Of particular interest were two fungi found in the area, one 
said to smell strongly of Curry Powder and the other a Polyporus 
or "Stone iiaking Fungus" found under a lMellee was the size of a foot- 
ball, it exudes a sticky mess which cements the surrounding sand 
together- hence the common name.Its five successive layers of char- 
coal from bushfires show this specimen to be 70-80 years old. : 

Samples exhibited from the N.W.area were Gypsum crystals, Red 
Ochre valued by the local tribe for trading and a lamp shell, found 
far removed from water in a Big Desert sand dune Midden. 
Also on show were two ifouse Spiders (i/issulena occatoria) the female 
large glossy black of stumpy appearance with a very Wide »rosoma 
(front body) and chelicerae (fangs and head). The male is much more 
distinctive with bright red front body, fangs and head but smaller. 
He is so different from the female in all aspects that for many 
years was thought to be a different specics. (4's 


- In conclusion, iir Garnet reviwed the park's accessibility, the 
nature trails and amenities now enjoyed by many visitors annually, 
to those suffered in carlier times by a few rugged far sighted 
individuals. iJaybe your scene is the Big Desert or Sunset Country 
where wilderness still exists, 


Ken MeDonaltd 


CAMPING ON THE OVENS. 


We camped just over the bridge on the Ovens River near Pore- 
punkah, between two clumps of Slender Teatree and Violet-bush. We. 
get shade all day and can hear the river purling over stones 18 nm. 
away. The birds are a constant delight. -I think it speaks well for 
all the campers that were here over Christmas that the little birds 
are so trusting and have so many young with them. There are four 
Yellow Robins and six Scrub Wrens almost under our feet, also two 
families of Blue Wrens and I don't know how many Silvereyes, Striated 
Thornbills and Grey Fantails. There are some Rufous whistlers and a 
Golden whistler who sings sweetly. : ie : 

The young Rufous Whistlers and Yellow Robins. are stili being fed. 
There are also Grey Thrushes, whipbirds, Brown Thornbills, Yellow- 
tailed Thornbills, Ycellow-faced lioneyeaters, and a pair of Eastern 
Shrike-tits about. All those relatively small birds are about the 
camp because there is SO much scrub, and also thickets of Pussy 
Wilow. We hear plenty of larger birds, but they don't come round the 
camp. I have 53 birds on our list so far. ns 


May Galbratth. 
from a Letter 
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PLATYPUS _ 


A few weeks before Easter I. took part in a, basic canoeing course 
for teachers:. We moved to the Goulbourn River just out of: Yea;-" 
havingpractised the basic routines on still water at Nagambie. 


The river was running quite strongly, on account of large 
amounts of water being released from Hildon. This also made for its 
being exceptionally cold. : yt 

One morning, we welked up to a “high vantage point, directly 
overlooking a wide bend of the river, and observed the various 
currents, snags and rapids. ; 

While this discussion was going on, I suddenly took particular 
note of an apparent piece of bark floating on the water. It very”: 
dclicatcly upended and disappeared, and gave itself away. I kept 
‘glancing at the patch of coldly ; elimnering , relentlessly gliding 
water, and after a short tino (which sconed very long), it reappeared 
a little way upstream, lay vointing into the current, just dangling 
its feet about, and let itself crift back dovwmstream. When it ‘reached 
a point just up a little from a big ooe8 eum across: the current 
it neatly dived from vicw.. 

It repeated this whole cycle any, many times, a each time 

it was both amazing and delightful to see it reappear. It was indeed 
a very wonderful interval. Not thing else seemed to matter, but that ~ 
tinycreature, quite a distance from uS; going throush its routine 

I tried to imagine it nuzzling along the bottom, eyes tightly shut, 
as it searched for food. ‘Je eventually left the cliff ton, and it 
was still going. It really was the most engaging, thing that happened | 
all week. 

John Lindner 


_WEW CORDYCEPS AT DARLIMURLA 


Those who attonded the fungi excursion to the Forest Walk on rose 
the Thorpdale Road near the Pumphouse in-late ijay may recall a pec- 
uliar of£- white organism that ‘looked like a cross between a Cordy- 
ceps or Vegetable Caterpillar, and a Plant of some sort.The stalk 
was long and leafy and was attached underground cither to-an insect. 
or was parasitic on another species of Cordyceps. A specimen was, sent 
' to our friend Bruce Fuhrer. He replicd promptly as follows. 

The whitish fungus is indeed a Cordyceps, C.cranstounii, It. 
appears to infest the wattle grubs independently, as docs C.gunnii, 
our common one. Or , quite often, it Darasitises C.robertsii, a long 
thin brown one, sometines forked, but usually sincslo and pointed, 

There were two new Cordyceps for us under those wattles. 

The parasite begins as a white patch On the dark stroma of C.rovertsii 
and shows up against the dark earti. As it develops the fertile heads — 
appear, sometimes in. groups from the one base. I failed to dig out * 
the host grub , which is down among the wattle roots. Bruce has been 
lucky enough to extract the complete &rub with the two Cordyceps 
emerging independently from it. The tWoO species are common enough 

at the present time along the riverside track under the wattles. 


Fix Lyndon 
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WITH THE BREWSTERS IN QUEENSLAND 
MUTTABURRA INTERLUDE 


Pulled into the sarase here just after 4.30 yesterday after- 
noon for two new tyres and tubes .as we had a puncture about 80 kn. 
back along the road from -Aramac. tere able to cet what we wanted, 
(at $87.50 !) and. decided to camp for the night at tne Council rest 
area, we were told there was power available and plenty of hot art- 
esian water. Lovely and soft although slightly mineral water. 


Incidentally, we have been enjoying the continual sunny days 
with south wind ever since we crossec from Victoria one week ago. 
But the locals’ all thriugh Central West of N.S.W. and through Queen- 
sland to above the Tropic of Capricorn are all complaining of the 
cold. We are continually stripping off layers of clothes and apply- 
ing sunburn cream while they are rugged up in fur lined coats, or. 
jumpers and woolen slack suits, and continue to complain about the 
cold winter? 

Fire siren blew at 8.00pm, so we guessed it was local pract- 
ice night. We walked into town to ring the family in Melbourne and 
while in the phone box the brigade lit the paddock of long grass 
alongside. Apart from the human action there were flights of start- 
led birds out of the trees surrounded by the burnins crass. Talking’ 
to a couple of fireman we discovered one was the local Police Officer 
Hie enquired where we vere goins, from whence we had cone, and hor 
we liked the country we were seeing. tle were enthusiastic about all 
we had seen alone the way so he sugsested if we haa half an our to 
spare before moving on, we visit a waterhole in tue Landsbrough River 
bed about 8 km downstream from the town, and gave directions how to 
get there. ; : : 

So after vacking up in the morning we drove off to this lovely 
waterhole and svent 2 fascinating hour there with the birds, plants 
wild pigs, cattle, fox swimming river and slaters by the million on 
the dry earth. Slaters ali seemed to be travelling north. Birds seen. 
Pied Cormorants, Varters, White-necked Herons, Pelicans, Noisy 
liners, Hawks, Willy Wagtails, Black-facec Wood Swallows, Honey- 
eaters, Little Corellas, Spurwinged Plovers, Crested pigeons. 

On the road out from the town we had passed a large dam with many 
ducks on the far bank. Learnt later this was the overflow dam at the 
sewerage works, Jue to the plentiful supply of artesian water, 
Muttaburre was one of tie first towns in Oucensland to have a sewer 
age systen. 463 
Of the trees and plants about the watcrhole we could recognise 
only a few, an eremophila with a cream flower, various wattles, a 
melaleuca, a coprosma, mallow, mistlctoe and a bauhinia. One prickly 
creeper had dozens of empty chrysalis cases on it. ‘le were told it 
was a suave, the fruit Of which the local cl.ildren eat during their 
FANeS « af ; 
We drove back tc town to see our friendly policeman to sec if 
he could identify any of the plant specimens we'd collected. He 
directed us to the local postmaster wno has a keen interest in local 
natural nistory. 
E.P.Brewster 
from a letter sent to Mrs Lyndon 
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REPORT OF COMMITTEE MEETING HELD SEPTEMBER 21st 1976 


Members were thanked for their help at the September meeting, 
Supper and organisation etc. 


Reported that the day at ole A.E. was most successful. Approximately 
2,000 people attended. The members who organised the exhibit and 
attended on the sayy were thanked. 


Corres padenicee Heaps and Bolt printing), Vic Wat Parks (Subsc), 
Tasmanian ilderness Calender $3.50 ..-see Secretary. 
Geelong Environmental ‘Council .. re Forest Forun | paaree 


N.R.C.L... re Field day. Funds for the Environment .. more money 
to be allocated . A.C.F. .. re Uranium problems etc 


Decided that 211 correspondence be tabled at General Meeting re the 
Forest Forum. NO person could attend but The Secretary will ask 
for copies of papers and relevant information be sent to us. 


October Meeting . We are to have lir Willians from Sale F.N.C. 
Tae excursion planned for Won Wron was changed to. Traralgon South 
with irs Lyndon as the leader. 


Mr Sterkenburg had details of the weekend at Lakes Entrance. 


fustralia Day ‘eekend Campout January 1977. 
«3 lodges have been booked 
Lensdale | 15 people 
A.N.A.R.E. 14 peeple 
Binnacle 20 pecple 
Berean wishing to oecre this weekend UST BOOK EARLY AND PAY 
$7.00 each person to the Treasurer Mrs Lubcke 
The Accomodation is limited and No CAIPINGis permitted é 


lir Lubcke offered to attend a mecting of the Gippsland Pesional 
Tourist Autaority at the Youth and Sport Centre Kirk Street ioe 
on Friday 23th October. 


Programme for 1977 Suggestions aated for the next years programme 
Tf you have any ideas please send them to the Secretary so they = 
may be given some consideration. We do need: some ideas from the 
members as to what they expect our activitics to ConeED for ther. 


Tree Orchid Sarcochilus australis. The: Conservation Goacaanatore 
iirs Thompson had written to the liational Parks Authority re NS 
proposed tracks to be made in the.Morwell Natioual Park. 

We are fearful that these tracks could affect the orchid , the ‘reas 


ene for the Park, Niss Galbraith offered th write outlining a sus¢ 
ested policy to be. followed in making. tracks in the Parks in 
general. | 

‘The next Committee Meeting will be held at the home of lliss Jean 
pe celeradth ets 7. 30 apm on ) Tuesday Bie aie oe AON 19th. 


LATROBE VALLEY NATURALIST 


Details of contributing clubs are as follows:- 


CLUB HON. SECRETARY MEETINGS 

LATROBE VALLEY F.N.C. Mrs I. Peterson, 7.30 p.m. on 4th Friday of 
14 Barry. Street, each month, Yallourn Primary School, 
MORWELL. 3840 Yallourn. 


"Phone 34.2129 


SALE F.N.C. Mr. N. Williams, 8.00 p.m. on Ist Friday of 
8 Antares Avenue, each month, Regional Arts Centre, 
SALE. 3850 McAlister Street, Sale. 
TRARALGON F.N.C. Mr. J. Wall, 8.00 p.m. on ist Friday of 
156 Kay Street, each month, City Council — 
TRARALGON. 3844 Reception Rooms, Traralgon. 


"Phone 74.1948 


WARRAGUL F.N.C. Mr. J. Brooks, 8.00 p.m. on 3rd Friday of 
3 Nobel Street, each month, Public Library, 
WARRAGUL. 3820 Warragul. : 


‘Phone 231563 


BAIRNSDALE F.N.C. Mr. E.V. Barton, 
13 Turnbull Street, 
BAIRNSDALE, 3875 
"Phone 52,3792 


SUBSCRIPTIONS: 


te et 


Due March Ist, payable to Hon. Treasurer Mrs E. Lubcke, 
122a Helen Street, 
MORWELL. 3840 


Naturalist $3.50 Family $4.50 ‘Single Member $4.00 


LATROBE VALLEY NATURALIST 
is the official publication of the Latrobe Valley Field Naturalist Club. 


Contributions on any aspect of Natural History are invited from 
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- BIRD NOTES LER 

An enquiry about Babblers in Gippsland has been passed on to 
me, together with the remark that the distribution map for Grey crow- 
ned Babblers in:Slaters ‘Field Guide to Australian Birds - Passerines" 
includes Gippsland. © » 
Reference to Wheelers “Handlist of Birds of Victoria " will show 
differently. at ores aes : 

Personally, I have not. seen any Babblers closer than Chiltern 
in the North-east. But there is a bird which flies only about half a 
metre above the road (or more usually, bush track) and which fans out 
its tail.as it lands. At this time the tail docs look very like a 
Babbler... The bird-is the Spotted QuailthrushCinelosoma punetatum 
which, when -seén walking* quietly along, does not appear to be fan- 
tailed" at all. Probably it fans its tail in using it as a rudder, © 
or even as a break, when landing after flight. : rs 

‘I suggest that, next time readers have such a sighting they 
should stop their car and stay quietly inside it for a time. - 
quite often the mate of the bird which has been startled into flight 
will walk. across to join it, thus giving the opportunity for close 
study. . “por "eae 


J.W.Johnstone. 
_ THE BAW BAw"cAMPOUT". | 


The Baw Baw campout during the last weekend in January wtll be enj- 
oyed tn the comfort of skt, Lodges, Members need take only ptitous, 
sleeping bags (or blankets), and food. All other equipment is supp- 
LCC Cie ao g SEES ete i eed aes 
there is much to enjoy qutte close to the lodges as Silver Daisies 
(Celmisia) , Baw Baw Berry and Trigger-plants grow amongst snow gums 
round the lodges. Those who wish for only a short easy walk can see .— 
many speetes of alpine flowers along the small ereek below the car — 
pavk.as willow herbs, the lovely waxen Sky Liltestinges with blue, 
the Veronitcainivea , lacy pink and white Alpine Trachymene and. various 
golden composites, as well as the spectes menttoned before and many 
others, can be seen there. Those a ltttle more energetic ean watk. 
up the snow pole line beside the sphagnum bog to the summit, return- 
ing by the ski tow. line, and seeing on the way..+.3 species of alpine 
orchids, Alpine-sundews, Creeping Coprosoma and probably some early 
Mountain Gentian as well as other treasures never seen at lower alt- 
itudes. A longer walk takes one down the slope. from the summit into 
a broad valley full of beauty and interest. Outcropping ‘rocks there 
form a watershed between the sources of the Tanjtl and Tyers Rivers. 
The rare blue-frutted coprosoma grows there and the Alpine Ballart, 
a matlike “Wild Cherry" with scarlet frutts grows in rock erevices 
and wet places on the valley floor. 
We have never been to Baw Baw without finding the time too short. 


Cost for the weekend ts $7.00 payable to the Treasurer , Mrs Lubeke 
as soon as posstble tf you wish to secure a place in the lodges, 
CAMPING IS NOT PERMITTED ON Mt BaW BAW. 


J.Galbratth. 
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EXCURSION TO SOUTH ROSEDALE HEATHLANDS 


ilany members shared the sunlit excursion to the heathlands on 
August 28th. It was led by ‘ir and irs Thompson and shared with Mr and 
firs Garnet, following lir Garnets interesting talk on the ifallee (espe 


Cally By ESP Sati sna Heh BEE OF es cted the flowering of Boronta 
anemontfolta which is usually very colourful in early spring. 


It was no doubt directly affetted by the lack of early rain and there 
fore of spring growth, and also the scarcity of other succulent vege- 
tation caused the wallabies which always “prunc'’ this boronia to eat 
it down so very severely that it will be some time before the bushes 
recover. A few bushes protected by a prickly sedge showed what the 
flowering should be like later. 


But although there was little boronia, and it was too early for 
flowers. of many other species there was an abundance of interest and 
beauty. Pink Beard-heath(Leucopogon ertcoides)bordered many roads 
with a ribbon of prune red when the plants were in bud, or burst into 
a froth of white flowers and pink sepals in sunny places where they 
bloom carlier. 


_ Wattles were in their plory lighting the roadsides and often whole 
hills with soft yellow. me 


Our first stop on the Limepit Road, not so very far past the. 
turnoff to Rosedale rubbish tip. Spike Wattle Acacia oxycedrus was the 
only one blooming there. Hundreds of bushes hung with deep yellow cat 
kins would alone have made the trip worthwhile, but there were scatt 
ered bloom of many other species; scarict bells of Correa refleza , 
bright yellow pea flowers with dark redjecls on Showy Bossiaca 
B. cinerea, uncurling flowers of Golden Grovillea G. chrysophaea and 
wide golden cups on Twiggy Guinea flower Hibbertia virgata. 

Pink Beard-heath was abundant there, and Wedding-bush Rtetinocar- 
pos pintfoltus was in bud. The two species of Banksia were not in flo 
wer, but were noted for their interesting leaves- broad, bright green 
and saw edged in Saw Banksia B.serrata and dark green, smooth-edged 
and narrower with more or less cut-off tips (which often kook nibbled) 
in Silver Banksia B_marginata. 


On the way to our second stop, at the Lime-pit fcad Sanctuary 
Spike Wattle was replaced by Spreading Wattle Acacia genisttfolia 
with lemon-yellow flowers in balls instead of colden catkins. 

It was too early for most flowers at the enclosed sanctuary. 

We saw only a few Correa bells, wattle and early flowers of Golden 
Grevillea G.chrysophaea,but almost everything was in bud, including 
the beautiful, and as yet unnamed,!!int-bush which grows there and in 
some other parts of Rosedale South. There were a few starry white 
flowers with 5 petals surrounding a green secd-capsule, on tiny bushes 
of White larianth’? artanthus procumbens “a few inches high. 

This in addition to the sanctuaryplant list of over sixty species. 


contd...pp3 
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EXCURSION TO SOUTH ROSEDALE HEATHLANDS contd... ° 


We turned off Limepit Road some distance past the sanctuary(which 
was proclaimed and fenced off.by the Rosedale Shire) on to the road 
to Honeysuckle Hill. 
On Honeysuckle Hill itself Saw Banksia is one of the commonest trees. 


By devious ways known only to himself our leader guided his party 
of sixteen cars to Holey Hill, approachingit from the cast. 
It was a beautiful drive which took us from Spreading ‘attle country 
into Sunshine Wattle_Acacta terminalis** country. Sunshine Wattle 
flowers in autumn, but was very decorative now because innumerable 
slender pods, often red, sometimes green, hang amongst the broad lacy 
foliage. "Ye stopped on this road, beside a patch of sedgy ground where - 
we saw Sticky Boronia B_.anemonifolta in flower in a few protected 


SpotSo, the summit of Holey Hill, enjoying lunch and good company, we 
also enjoyed the wide-flung views.Afterwards some groups remained 
chatting in the sunshine while others scattered to study birds, butter- 
flies, fungi or plants according to their severai interests. 


It was late for flowers of Sweet WattleAeacia suaveolens but 
there were balls of fragrant primrose bloom on the slender bushes on 
Holey Hill. Golden Grevillea was also in bloom there; there were many 
bright little mauve flowers on Bluebonnet Hovea heterophylla, a few 
red Kennedia flowers, and a few little Honeypot bells full of nectar, 
It was early for most orchids but Mr Garnet found pale red flowers of 
Mosquito Orchid Aetanthus rentformisand someone saw a lonc-tailed 
Pterostylis nana. There were many big leaves of Red-beak Orchids 
Lyperanthus suaveolens but as there had been no fire there were no 
flowers. i. i 

The unnamed Pomaderrtis of Holey Hill had clusters of grey buds — 
above its small velvety leaves, but there won't be flowers for a month 
or more. Several members accompanied the leader in an investigation: of 
how far the Pomaderris extends and found that it is a plant of dry 
Slopes and ridges on the northern slope of Holey Hill, not appearing 
to extend beyondit. fe : ; 

We stopped on Chessum iioad on the way home, finding the widely 
spread Boronia swamped by the growing pines. 


Mrs Lyndon identifiedLycopodium laterate #hich was found amongst 
Saldginella and two species of sundew with bright little scarlet Iéaves 
in a peaty hollow, and Bart Sterkenburg found one flowering spray of 
the unnamed Mint-bush with its widecpen rosy mauve flowers. 


There after coffee, chatter and some more or less botanical int- 
erludes Mr Thompson thanked Mr Garnet for his pleasant and knowleds- 
able company , and was himself thanked by Mr Lubcke on behalf of us 
all, before we left for home by various routes, some travelling via 
Rosedale and some via Gormandale, . 


4.terminalisreplaces A.botrycephala as the name of Sunshine Wattle. 
This is the latest of those annoying name changes. In this case it is 
because it was named terminalis ty 1796 33 years before another botan- 


ist named it botrycephata. * 
cs J.Gatbratith. 
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BUTTERFLIES AND BITS AND PIECES 
Report of talk by Mr Sterkenburg 24.9.76. 


It was a cold and showery meeting, and the weather kept a nun. 
ber of members away. "We who went to the meeting were sorry for those 
who missed such a delightful and informative talk as we heard. 

Bart began with ‘ Bits and Pieces‘? and showed a number of coloured 
prints of beautiful Dutch wildflowers which have become extinct. 
Because of Hollands large population, cities have become larger and 
larger, and available farmland smaller.Therefore cultivation has to 
be intensive. This involves the frequent spraying of weeds, and spray 
drift on to the roadsides has resulted in fifty species (including 
the food plants of Holland's most beautiful butterflies) becoming 
extinct. 

Holland's loss should alert us to the need to keep spraying 
with herbicides, as with insecticides down to the absolute minimun. 


. Next we saw pictures of recent club excursions which pleased 
us ali, and of flowers, insects and frogs in Bart's sarden. These 
“bits and pieces" led naturally to the Wanderer butterflies which 
also visit the garden. And here, by transparencies, drawings, and the 
fascinating talk we were allowed to enter the world of marvels. 


The Wanderers cane to Australia from America where they are called 
Onarchs. Their caterpillars live exclusively on milkweed, many spec- 
ies of which are native to America. Amongst the species which have 
been brought to Australia are the red and orange Asclepta and Swan 
Plant, and following them across the sea came the Wanderers. ‘here 
milkweeds grow you will find them, not clsewhere. 


an early illustration in the scfics showed a Wanderer cline- 
ing to a Swan Plant leaf, her body curled underneath it lay an eges 
there and affix it firmly. The butterfly goes from leaf to leaf, 
gluing one pale yellow delicately patterned essunder each. One Wand- 
erer may lay 400.cgss. An egos takes from 3 days in warm weather to 12 
days in cold weather to hatch. Each tiny black-headed caterpillar. 
turns to make its first meal on its empty epg shell. then begins to 
eat the Swan Plant leaf. It grows rapidly, outgrowing its skin which 
(usually 5 times during the caterpillar's life) dries and splits 
when a new looser skin hes grown beneath it. The skin changes (or 
instars) allow it to grow to reach its full size in 10 - 15 days, acc 
-ording to the weather. The handsome black caterpillar with yellow 
-body-rings grows so fast that if a 6 pound baby grew at the same rate 
it would weigh 8 tons by the time the caterpillar was ready to pup 
ate §become a chrysalis) ' Raye 

It usually moves away from the food plant to pupate, after 
eating nothing for 2 days. It takes about 4 a day to change from 
caterpillar to pupa.First, with spinnarets on its lower jaw, it spins 
a. silk pad and, turning upside down, nooks on to the pad. by its last 
pair of legs. In 8-12 hours the caterpillar skin splits and the pupa 
pulls itself out. The pupa skin is green with a ring of yellow dots. 
In two days it hardens to a smooth jade green shell with cold decor- 
ations- the largest golden dot marking the position of the eye. 


contd ppS 
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BUTTERFLIES AND BITS AND PIECES contd... 


After one or two weeks ( again depending on the weather) the pupal 

skin becomes transparent, like cellophane, and next day splits. 

The emerging butterfly usually pulls a leg out first and catches the 
old skin, holding securely while it pulls out its short fat body and 
small folded wings. As it pumps body fluid into the wing veins they 
spread and remain spread while they dry. At the same time excess fluid 
(29 -25 drops) is exuded. Then the “Wanderer has become a beautiful 
wide winged butterfly with « slender body. Half an hour after it -° 
leaves the chrysalis it can fly and feed on. ‘the nectar of flowers, 
uncoiling its long slender tongue to suck from the heart of the flower. 


If it is a male it will have a black spot on the second vein 
EO the body, on its hind wings, This is the scent ¢cland. 

The butterfly can brush scent on to it from brush-like sex glands on 
its tail during flight and so attract females - and from there the 
story begins again. 

Normally there . are 3 generations of epg-ca dgerenaliilanrs ~pupa-butterfly 
each year. The hird (winter) generation remains sc -xually immature 
until the warn ee AGE and to survive the winter and carry on the 
thread of life the winter generations fly to warner Enate ‘to™ wint- 
ering trees" where tens of “thousands congresate. 


In Victoria no wintering trees have yet been found altnoush 
any butterflies are tagged in an effort to find the route they follo:: 
a5 where ‘they gather, awaiting soring. There are known wintering trees 
between Sydney “and SA uinera, where butterflies ga ather in such numbers 
that theyturn the green trees to tawny gold. 


Yet the incredible numbers of butterflies on those trees are 
nothing compared with those on wintering trees in America. 
IN Australia they fly to warmer wintering areas by flying more or less 
north. In America they must fly south and the routes they travel are ~ 
known. One main route is from Canada to Mexico; othera are farther 
Cast. One wintering arca is on a iexican mountain 2743 m (9,000 ft) 
above the sea. There every winter, about a thousand trees are hidden 
by millions of Wanderers. One butterfly is so light that 100 weigh 
only One ounce, yet there are so many on these troes that sometimes 
branches are broken by their weight. 


The greatest marvel of all is that tose Bueeeurinee £ly south 
where they have never been before, since three generations have hat- 
ched and matured since the last putterflics were there. They spend 
the winter on the very same trees where their’ secu ents ts wintered, 
flying the great distances at from, ene 30 nph, then fly north in the 
Warn wea ather as otier generations | ave donc bet LOLC. 
iow do they know ? It is one of ¢ to unsolved wonders of the world. 
Bart left us wondering as he finisied tne story. 


Jean Galbratth 
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REPORT OF COMMITTEE MEETING HELD OCTOBER 19th 1976 


The Naturalist There have been some comments about the Printing 
not being so clear some times. This may be due to.-tlic: type face we 
are using .. The editor. will. perhaps change tor another or purchase 
new one , the Matter left to. her discretion. 

Typewriter to go for check up-as-we- have been’ using it for almost 
a year. STARS SERS, of paper” RENE « ‘covers to be ordered. : 


Baw Baw Campout article pYinted on page te Book : Heiesictns cost 7. 00 
per person for thé weekend, Cutlery and cooking utensils ECC are 
supplicd. You will need food, bedding e0Cy 


Correspondence Report fron Vietorian Conservation Trust, 

Book Tist from Latrobe University Bookshop(available from the fecret 
ary if interested.. Details of new book Tne Threat of teeds to Bush 
land. order forms available. 


Mr Ken McDonaldwill be our representative on the Woorabinda Council. 


iy Cane from Maffra had advised that there is to be a small group 
of interested persons meeting in Sale re the Growing of llative Plants. 
Tf interested contact the Secretary or Mr Cane. Ao as 


i 


Special Meeting ‘to discuss the programme for 1577 will be held on 
November 16th at the home of jir and irs Lubcke ,122a Helen St.iforwe1l 
If you have any ideas please send them to the Secretary or come to 
the meeting. . 


Information received about a dr yeaa Study Group being formed. 
Secretary has details 
All these lctters and “booklets are tabled at Coneral | Jecting. 


ilext COmEEtC iceting will be held at the home of Mrs Padfield + .. 
99 Chamberlain Rd Newborovugh ' November 23 ord at 7.30 pn. ote 


Supper Roster November 26th 7??? 


Notice re boat trip to Chinamans Bay from Welshpool (Traralgon F.N.C) . 
Booked for Sunday 13th February 1977. ~ 

If any body interested please give name to Jim Wall Sec. 741948. 
Cost approximately: +, 00 per head. 


MORE MUTTABURRA. 

' This kind gentleman took us exploring intenoscane: 
places within a few miles of the town. First to'a "desert"ridge on a 
rise behind the town. Here were Sandalwood trees, prickly acacia, 
Leopardvood,"Dead Finish "trees, Coolibah, Cabbage-bark Gum with 
nests of “Happy Jacks" or ‘ ‘Happy Family birds , and White- -winged 
Choughs, also a Hibiscus specics. From this ridse is a good view of 
the three, types of land in the district; desert, Landsborough River 
valley with its line of trees, and the rolling downs of gra isslands. 


“Z.P.Brewster. 
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LOY YAUG COAL RESERVES IivoQurry 


_ The final report from the Parliamentary Public orks Committee 
has arrived. In the section headed “Summary of 3vidence” the foll- 
owing chapter appears. It is the committee's summary on our submiss- 
ion about the topsoil of tie Loy Yang project. 


TOPSOIL 


The question of disposal of topsoil was under discussion during 
he Inquiry. The SEC submitted that the topsoil in the project arca 


was shallow and of poor quality and that, in stockpiic, it vould 
become sterile and then unsuitable for regcnoration of native flora. 


It nay be practicable to renove topsoil from limited areas for 
re-use, vut not froii extensive arcas in conjunction with open cut 
operations. Tae SEC intimated that, subject to certain concitions, 
it could permit responsible authorities to strip topsoil in front 
cf open cut operations. It would clso ce-operate with any interested 
persons in collectinz topsoil from small arcas of special signific- 
ance sucn as from the Wild-flower Reserve at Traralgon South for its 
renoval to Other sites, an example Ucing along roxé verges. 

Nowever, the Latrobe Valley /Field aturalists Club pointed out that 
most native vlants cannot be successfully transplanted from one res- 
erve to anoticr. 


_ The SEC has promisca to make available to trac Latrobe Valley 
Picle laturaiist Cluu an area of land south of tne project for use 
as a wildflower reserve. 


The topsoil in the overburden dump arcc will be lcft in situ as 
een aa i. curd . = . 4 a: 

a porous layer wiich will contribute to the drainage and thus to the 

Stability and safcty of the dumm. 


were practicable, some topsoil will bc collected and used in the 
re-establishnent of the overburden dump ance power station area. 
liowever, tne SEC's experience in overburden dump rehabilitation at 
Yallourn has shown taat vegetation can be established readily with- 
out the use of topsoil vy usine fertilizers anc. trace elonents. 


pen RR eer 


Tae preceding article was provided by ‘irs Tuonpson wo is the 
Conservation Co-ordinator for the Clue. Sie docs a lot of vork in 
compiling information for tiicsoe suumissions on our uchalf. 

#11 the suonission sent on the penalf of the Clus are filed , and 
are availeble for nemoers to road at any tire. 
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BACURSION TO GLENIUAGGIE. 


+ - 
Pa) 7 


Hisht cars assemuled on September 25t.. at our mceting place 
“The Gasis “at Toongabbie. . 

Our first stop was at the bridse over Falls Creek where it 
was noped that the bottle-shaped mud nests of Fairy ‘iartins could be 
Photosraphec. Howeverthe nests under thebridse provecto be broken. 
Ye saw the “BottlcSwallows"tnenselves a litticlater. Indeed,during 
during the cay we Saw-all four of our Llocai mud builders - Fairy 
Martins, Uelcone Swallows, itidlariks..and Chougss.  (Oaly.one other 
Australian bird - the Apostle Bird: builés-a-mud nest). |; 


We stopped again at a roadside patci of Hardenbergia violace 
Spreading Wattle (Acacta dtf Y 
were admiring tne lovely display of mauve anc gold, a 
scrap of colour arrived in the shape of an Lastern Striated Pardal- 
ote. this dainty sprite flitted about less than two metres away irom 
us. The distinguishing red spot on the white wing stripe was clearly 


visible to tne naked eye. 


A morning- tea break was enjoyed at Cowwarr Weir, whore tie 
gardeners aneng us looked with envious eyes at tne soil in the new 
A.P.il. Nursery across the way. As ve went on our way some members 
sayi a pair of Ming Parrots feeding on tre cround:. tne coci: bird 
prilliantly red and green in the sunsiine. . oe ee 


Our next stop was on the hill before going down to StonyCreek. 

Sone of tue flowers found icre were iusxy Calldenia(Caladenta angus- 

tatg),Pink Fingers (Caladenta carnea), Noddins Grocnhoods (Pterostylis 
ae 


nutans)iecopard Orchid (Diurts maculata),Peaci Meath (Lissantnhe strig: - 
a 


osa_)," dodding blue Lily (Stypandra glouca).and siar 


_tocein : Z riantnus procumbens, 
Among tic biras.seen here were a pair Of Spotted dua 


i i il -thrushes, an 


Olive-backed Oriole, aud Choucis. 


We had our lunc:. at Stony Greexk.end the first of the to Light 
rain Showers arrived. They hardly troubled us, for in the main it was 
a-cay of alterpating sunsiiine and shador. “att ekS Le 
__ . we made anotzer stop beside Lake. Giennmaggicebofore arriving at 
the weir, and ciscovrred a nost of small blue Cealadenias (Caladenta 
eaerulea). Lots af Golden Wattle (Aéacta pyenantha)and Gold Dust 
Vattle (Acacta acinacea)in this ar¢a. eatn Wattle (Acacia brownit) | 
was nearly over, and iatted Bush-pea(Pultenoea pedunculata) hardly 

Ie EtOUC Tine. 13 BARE Tee ras. 

Club members’ found approximately ten species of native plants 
not recorded for the "S$" srid in "The Distribution of Victorian 
Plants’ Although some of these plants Such as Harly ancy (Anguitl 
aria dioica) were knowm to se in this area, they had not been offic- 
jially recorded since the introduction of the grid systen.: | 


contd..pp3 
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ERCURSLIOW LO GLEVUAGGI“.. contd... 


vy tse tine we arrived at the weir it wes getting a bit late 
in tne day. to _10pe to see any isonarci Butterflies, but we wandered 
cown throuc: ¢ tae Arvoreteun anc along the river to were the milk- 
weed is growine. Tle specimens ox the plant tnat we saw were alae 
bare of foliage ... and not one Yancerer to be seent 


Back to the picnic area for’a finsi cuppa, and a ‘big phan 
you Was saic to tic “person respousivie for ail tose interesting 
Stops along tue waysice -- our leader, ir wart Oterkensurg. 

June Lupeke 
payee nD i] a}? Sor F 
fi ABURRA I RLUp i } contd... 

_-. Then a drive out to tue airgort throug: a tree-lined road. 
with grevilleas, scouted mimosa, a crotaleria species, Zidgee in t 
v.16 guiiy, ( tais a not Slow- ~ burning wood waic: produces very Little 
asin, ) ne Dead rete along this road'had its foliase Dane’: vy 
tie winter concitio 1.¢€. a few frosty niguts. There was a wattle 
with an sngiedsants ell and a melaleuca wit an attractive pink 


bottlevrusa flower. 


Before the local bore was capped and piped to the towmthere 
was a dam on the side of tie rise for the collection of natural run- 
off water for tle tow supply. How the dam is unfenced and cattle 
wander to it for water. It is the haunt of water birds and the trees 
around it have nests of Zebra @inches. Both Seuare-tailed and Fork- 
tailed kite hawks in great nunbers. Finally we were taken out to the 
town ‘Reserve (7,000 acres) to fossick for interesting stones, var- 
ieties of quartz, agates and petrified wood. Taese are found all over 
the area with best finds in small sullies. Our “spare half hour’ — 
extended to another 24 hours spent at iiuttaburra. As we left we were 
assured that any visiting Field Nats would be most welcome to spend 
time on sinilar trips round the cistrict. Did someone ask where to 
find luttaburra?. Roughly in the centre of the triaagle formed by 
Barcaldine, LOngreach, Hushenden. 

£.P.Brewster 
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BIRDS Ii! WY GARDEN 


licard off and on over a period of two or three weeks, I had 
thought it to be a soft call of an Eastern Rosella - ‘toot-toot, 
teet-teet" (my interpretation), with pauses after each such combin- 
ation- the 'toot-toot' Leing quick, short notes in comparatively 
low key, the 'teet-teet' rather longer, and in higher key. 

And now I have been able to locate and watch the utterer- 
a lovely Spotted Pardalote - at quite close ranse(3-4 iJetres), in 
quite unimpaired view, and was intrigued by the realization that 
the feathere over the wkole head were raised to form a crest every 
time the call was repeated, the crest zenith being reached during 
the 'teet-teet'(ie.the higher notes), the feathers resuming their 
natural position at the end of each completed call. This happened 
over and over again, periaps a dozen times, as I watched and list- 
ened,the throat feathers rising with those of the head. 


Before giving the display(on my Eucalyptus nicholii), this bea- 
utizul little bird had flotm straight at me to within one metre of . 
my face, then had hovered there for a few moments - either trying to 
shoo me away, or-making up his mind whether to use me as a resting 
place, I felt- before returning to the tree- to the low, fully exp- 
osed percn that allowed me to ovserve the crest raising behaviour 
that is not mentioned in any of the several ' bird books! to which 
I have referred. Had it been the nesting season, I would have thought 
that he was trying to send me avay from his nest,his approach was 
so swift and direct, and so seemingly menacing, but this was April. 
Prior to that, he had apparently been seekine food among the. leaves, 
just being briefly glimpsed as he did so, as is usually the case. 


Further reference to the illustrations in the various books, 
particularly Leacn's, maxes me wonder if it could have been a Yelloz 
tailed Pardalote - I particularly noted a brisht yellow! ball' on the 
throat and that all markings were very bricht and well defined, but 
feel that the tail-base colouring was lichter then that of Leach's 
Spotted Pardalote9 (only because mine Was mainly a more frontal view 
perhaps ). 

: I feel sure that, a few days earlier, I had seen a Forty-spot- 
ted Pardalote in my gardén. It had no abvious markings other than 
the spots on the wings, and certainly neither white nor yellow str- 
eak over the eye.‘very Australian Bird Tllustrated" says that the 
vorty-spotted is fairly common, but Leacn, Cayley and iicDonald limit 
it to Tasmania, Kins Is. and Bass Strait, 


Honor Crane 


Observed through the kitchen window, one Lone Ibis flying 
over in tetsurely fashion. Passtng Welcome Suallow suddenly dive 
bombs Ibis, whieh almost falls out of the air, swerving violently an 
and changing course. What next! | 


&. Lyndon 
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WYPERFELD MATIOWAL PARK. 


On the third weekend in HMarcli of this: year we had occasion to 
visit Swan Hill. The country never leoks, at its best at the-end.of — 
a long dry summer, but, as we were so far north, we decided to cross 
over to llyperfeld to see the water we had heard so much about. 
For the first time in many years the Wimmera River, having filled 
up Lake Hindmarsh and albacutya, has continued northwards along — 
Outlet Creek until it entered the park in January, as it did last 
in 1956. 

Given before we reached Swan Hill we began to pass through. _ 
swarms of grasshoppers that cane plop, plop, splatter splatter, as 
they exploded against car and van. The much maligned crows, or 
ravens, were doing good business but there were not nearly enough 
of them. However, we learned to slow down when we sighted crows on 
the road, to lessen the force of the bombardment. 


Around. Hopetoun area much of the Mallee is being cultivated. 
A fresh breeze stirred frequent dust storms that rose to the skies 
like great bushfires. The grasshoppers occured intermittently all 
the way through until we were south of Horsham on the homeward trip. 
We could advise anyone visiting Wyperfeld for the first time..to go 
in the spring when the carth is green and flowery and the birds are 
nesting. y ‘ re wey ss 

Inside the park the earth was bereft of any green thing, but 
the trees, the red gum and black box, and the native pine, were all 
looking fresh and-beautiful. Shortly after passing the Ranger Stat- 
ion we found ourselves driving alongside a broad water-filled depre- 
ssion winding along through the trees like a river. 
Pairs or parties of ducks rested in the shallows and a heron or 
two rose: from:the green margins of the water. Kangaroos were there, 
by the hundred, We saw them all the way in to the camp. In the early 
morning the land as far as one could see was covered with a furry. 
blanket of feeding animals of all sizes, large and small to Joeys 
in pouch or at foot. For the first time we had an inkling of what 
outback graziers must feel when they suffer a population explosion 
among the kangaroos. But what.a sight for city people! 
Yet there seemed so’ little for them to eat. They must lick up the 
seed and dry grass strawsthat have fallen during the summer. 


baie Bask 


Here is a little bird note from iirs Lyndon 


lay 3, Nine Cattle grets feeding in a paddock not far from 
Leongatha aiomg Soutn Gippsland Highway, each one attendant on a : 
cov. iirs Brewster reports further sigitings at Wonthaggi and Inver- 
loch. This is evidently the first invasion of our area by Cattle 
Berets. Wille las es 


2. Lyndon _ 


LATROBE VALLEY NATURALIST (6) ISSUE ilo 156 DECEMBER 1976 


REPORT OF COMMITTEE MEETING HELD NOVEMBER 23rd 1976. 


The programme for 1977 is well in hand. Some details to be fin- 
alised before it is printed. os PRE ER ALE pee: fs 


The Conservation Co-ordinator had sent a submission on behalf 
of the club to the L.C.C. regarding the Coorancamite area. 

Details of 2:Senminar:to de held. at Sale January 15th, 16th 1977 
were availadle.’Cost is $25.00 for anyone interested. ; 
Full details: from*Continuing Education Centre P.0:3ox 15 SALE 
Subject of Seminar to be * Wetlands not. Vastolands * : 


Warragul F.N.C. will be hosts during the weekend ilarch 12,13,14. 
to the V.F.1.C.A. There will be a full programme for the weekend. 
Gippsland Clubs are asked to support this get together. 

There are arrangements being made for Canping at Glen Cromie Park. 
Furtuer details as they are available. 


Arrangements for the Campout at iit Baw Baw seem to be progress- 
ingwell . Please book.early with ifts Lubcke , cost-$7.09 per person. 


Several accounts for the ilaturalist were presented for payment, 
this seems to:be tire annual event ordering paper, covers ., etc. 


The typewriter has been overhauled, and new stencils are being 
used (we were using incorrect ones). This should improve the quality 
of printing, heres. hoping! . ate, 


_ ext Committee lieeting will be held at the home of i:r and iirs 
Sterkenburg,.21 Watsons Road jioe January 18th 1977. . 
?ilembers always welcone at these meetinas. It is not an exclusive 
PROUD sh ts eee Ai ao ite tie eddies: Sly Ee gerne 


LAKES NATIOWAL PARK 

‘fhe Guealypts are interesting in Lakes iattonal Park..: We passed 
through lots of the pteturesque coastal form of tie Manna. Gum, E. 
vintnalis, a favourtte with Koalas. Plenty of Forest Red Gun; 
i, tervettcorits. A fine Yertchuk, L.constdénitana, wearing a name plate, 
stood bestde the track. There is sone Yellow Bow, B.melltodora, ‘on 
the Lake Victoria stde. ilahogony Guin, E.botryoides, along Lake Reeve. 
Svamp Gum, E.ovata , and Shintng Pepperiiint, E.nitida, elsewkere tn 
the Park. The few trees of the mystertous “Fuzzy” or Blue Box, 
E,bauerana , we saved for our next vtstt. According to Mr Willis, 
you and I mtght have some trouble in dtstinguishing this one from 
the Red Box tn the fteltd. Look tt up- 


£, Lyndon — 
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14 Barry Street, each month, Yallourn Primary School 
MORWELL. 3840 Yallourn. 


"Phone 34.2129 


SALE F.N.C. Mr. N. Williams, 8.00 p.m. on 1st Friday of 
8 Antares Avenue, each month, Regional Arts Centre, 
SALE. 3850 McAlister Street, Sale. 

TRARALGON F.N.C. Mr. J. Wall, 8.00 p.m. on Ist Friday of 
156 Kay Street, each month, City Council 
TRARALGON. 3844 Reception Rooms, Traralgon. 


"Phone 74,1948 


WARRAGUL F.N.C. Mr. J. Brooks, 8.00 p.m. on 3rd Friday of 
3 Nobel Street, each month, Public Library, 
WARRAGUL. 3820 Warragul. 


"Phone 231563 


BAIRNSDALE F.N.C. Mr. E.V. Barton, 
13 Turnbull Street, 
BAIRNSDALE, 3875 
"Phone 52,3792 


SUBSCRIPTIONS: 


ee ee oe ae ae ee ee ee 
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YELLOW. ROBIUS Til SPRIHG 9 medgt 
.. In ‘August 1975 and again‘in September 1976 i was puzzled vy 
a strange bird-call in the garden; a very loud, clear, “CHIFF CHuIFF" 
repeated at intervals, Last year I was never able to see the bird. ~« 
responsible for it, and in 1976 , on several occasions, I could 
see nothing but one of the Yollow Robins wiich spend most of the 
year about the garden. The robins are very friendly, taking cheese 
from my hand and singing their soft often repeate< note, frequently 
interspersed with a‘scolding clatter. However at last I traced the - 
strange note to the male rovin. foun f TO CSSHOE Sd 


One morning he came as usual for his cheese, perching for a 
moment on a stick before flying to my anand. Suddenly he raised his 
head and almost shouted “CiIFR-CHIFR" - the very note that had puzz 
led me. Since that day I have several times heard and seen him make 
the same call, and came to the conclusion that it was associated 

‘with mating or nesting. The usual call was rarely heard. 

I mentioned this to our fellow member i!r Lambert who is accustomed 
to hearing this call in spring. "Its his nesting call", he said. 

I hope that means the robins are nesting nere. I think it does since 
in other years they have left the garden in August to nest in the ~~ 
bush, returning in November or Secember. This year(1976) they are. 
still with us at the end of Sentember. by SEL DALS OR SBS ot 


Cne morning in mid-September I sat on the doorstep while tie 
male robin took his breakfast from my hand and the female sat on a 
branch two yards away. She flew down for her share of cheese and 
was at-once chased avay by the one I had thougnt te be her mate. 
Had I been mistaken ? No . She returned to her branch and with~ 
shivering wings and infantile cheeping(usual behaviour at this 
season), attracted the mate who had just attacked her. he flew up 
at once and gave her the next bit of cheese $ = 


Jean Galbraith. 


aos 


Seoceneanp-es-epeeaperlappsiaecs eneesqertainpignentte sateen aE eA 
DECEHBER AFTERNOOH. 


December 11th was the day for the annual social get together. 
It was a beautiful afternoon and many members enjoyed the sunshine 
and company at lNarracan Fatls. iineh talking was done during the day. 
_ We were pleased that ifr and Hiss puchterlonte, could be with the comp- 
_.any for a short time 2 eS OOTE AVS ERTIES Ses 
The Seeretary had made punch whieh was enjoyed by all, also the 
Christmas cake and biscuits handed around as well as some other 
delicacies made by other members, ee aden Rae: i | 
ir Moretti thanked us for attending and utghed us the compliments 
of the season and good wishes for 1977. This was acclaimed by all 
present. As the evening closed about us and the ratn elouds threat- 
ened but did not veally deluge ug until Later in the evening when 
most of us would be home and dry. go ended another get together. 
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Hite on CORDYCEPS FUNGI, and the ereat HEPIALIDAE family 
F MOTHS OF The LARGE OXYCANUS senus, ana also the TRICTENA 
and ABANTIADES GSNUS. “ “Sharia 


I read with great interest, lirs E Lyndon's notes on the_Cordyceps 
fungi, found along the Thorpdele road. During my search for the Tire 
history of Oxyeanus -diremptus which I discovered in april 1932, I 
had every opportunity to study Cordyceps in all its stages. 

The larva of0xycanus diremptus is pale blue, and lives undergroun 
for 3 or 4 years or even longer in tunnels lined with silk, under 
Acacia trees. The tunnels containing the larvae, run along the main 
roots of several species of Acacia, toa depth of one metres 
The species of Acacia most: favoured being Cootamundra, Black, and 
some species of Silver VWattle.Cordyceps is very severe on this 
species of0xyeanus. The usual one iS a branching species, but there 


is also a Species which attacks 0.dtremptus which is not branching. 


The larva of the Qxyeanus moths pupate in tre tunnels, and 
on warm wet nights , mostly in April, when the ground is soft wita 
rain, the pupa push themselves through the surface to emerge. 
The freshly emerged motls soon find something to climd up onto to 
develop their wings. This usually takes about 15 minutes, and the 
wings taie a similar time to harden. The empty pupal cases are 
aluays most conspicuous on the surface. [I have, on a number of occ. 
esions seen 40 or 50 of the newly emerged motis, climbing up tue 
trunks of the Acacia trees, to gro, develop their lovely wings 
and harden for flight. They alvays emerge after dark. 
The colours of these fascinating moths are mainly pinx, but the fore 
sings are beautifully patterned with designs of grey, chocolate anc 
SELVeh. uss eee Yate 7 : 
jiost, if not all are attacked by various species of Cordyceps 
fungi. which are mostly found in the Autumn. = 
The Lovelymoths of the Hepsalid genus are called "Ghost Moths” or 
“Tossil iioths, and are the oldest living things on earth. 


Host of some Heptalide moths have been found in the famous. 
"St Blmo! Fossil beds of rrance, and in Fossil beds of North America 
dating back tens of thousands of years. It naturally follows that 
some species of Cordyceps, are also of great antiquity. i an 
Australia is the country in the World that is: richest in the 
Hepialidae moths, some of which are Very..rare, and beautiful. 
Much progress has been made in the last 49 years in naming, figuring 
and describing new species. 
Ii} April 1922 I discovered two beautiful species new to science. 
One was a larse salmon pink one with silver markings, and with a 
wing span of over 10 cn. - Ri SE OLS frites ae eee te OeeRE! 


Ly 
”. i ee ee te 


taht que 7220-9 & > 
ot Oe 
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ek neh pA he org Rie 


Owing to the dense growth of the various shiruvs and undergrowth 
where they were found we were unable to look for any Cordyceps 
Fungi. The iioondarra area is a very good place to look for Hepialid 
and Cordyceps; some fine species are found there. 


contd...pp3 
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‘NOTES Oil CORDYCEPS. FUNGI i i contd... 
On April 25th 1946 on a wet niget of abnormal rainfall, while coll 
ecting in the hills in the Moondarre area, I discovered another very 


rare species of He talid. 

Onty: one pair was found, and no more specizens have been found since. 
Dr Tindale fonoured tirs Gooding by naming this rare Hepialid, 
Oxycanus hitldae, after her.I also collected at the same time several 
Cordyceps which evidently parasitized Heptalidae of the area. 


I trust that Fungi collectors will find these notes interesting 
and that they will help them in. their work tn the field. 


Addition to secone last. paragraph on page 2. Mia dvemtatitys oninced 
by the editor. After 10 cm read. . a 


It was named Ozycanus rosaceus, the second daecoveny, was a smaller 


species: of grey, and silver cCotourings, it was named Oxzycanus goodingt 
after the author. 


C.G.L. GOODING 
Warragul 


Des address by Lin W. Williams 22nd detober | 1976 

‘ir Wiliians had Been a keen paotograplier : for some years but 
wasbeginning to lose interest and felt that if he could do a series 
on some subject he might become enthusiastic again. At that time he 
was living north of Sydney SW. and was very fortunate to have an 
areaof natural busi at his back door. He decided that perhaps 
Nature: photograpny would give him the “lift he needed. So aithough 

he had no knowledge of botany he. took slides of all sorts of flowers, 
joined the Society for Growine Australian Plants and became inter- 
ested in wildflowers, especially native orchids, The methods of »oll 
ination of these orchids he found a fascinating study. 


lir - Yillions explained that flowers have petals which are sim 
ilar in shape and size and the’ middle of the Slower: was made up: of 
many stamens, anthers anc pistil.The slices of Boronia and Bauera +. 
shoved that the flowers may vary in the number of petals bu they 
were more or less equal in size and shape. 
Orchids were different in that they alvays have three sepals, three 
petals but the upper dorsal or upper petal is given the specialnane 
Labellum. The middle of the orchid had only one fertile stamen which 
is fused to the pistil to form the column. Also the grains of pollen 
are held together in bundles and are called Pollinia. 
Because of the orchids floral structure and the plants specialized 
methods of attracting insects for pollination of its blooms, they 
are classified as the highest evolved form of plant life. 


contd...pp4 
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ORCHIDS te Pe CONCA a ris) an 
_.. With the aid of excellent slides , and some fine close up | 

shots of the labellum and column, iir Williams covld show that even 
though the orchids lock different they all have 3 sepals and 3 petals 
one of which is usually modified to form the labellun. 
The labellumplays a very important role in pollination, it is often 
attractively coloured or adorned with calli, glands or other append 
ages.it can be mobile or even extremely irritable. ie roo ut 
The Column is the central part by which an orchid can be recognised 
at once. It bears the anthers, stigma and pistil and often has lat 
eral wings or ornamental appendazes. 
Thetymitra ixtodes was the first of the slides and showed the most 
“flover like” orchid .. however it did have the olurn, 3 petals , 


Cc 
53 sepals. Thelymitra pauctflora of the sane fails is: hardly ever 
seen fully open and is believed to be self pollinating . 


Hyacinth Orchid, this tall orchid had a brown leafless stem, lacked 
chloropnyll and lives on decaying organic matter in association 
with a fungus .. a symbiotic relationship. 


The Catochitusfamily have longer labellum than the other segments 
and very hairy. These are called Bearded Orchids. Sometimes just to 


confuse the issue one of this family does not have the beard and is 
calied the Beardless Seard Orchid! : 


Diuris (Donkey Orchid) have 2 "Ears? (petals) standing up, a small 
laselium and 2 very long narrow curled sepals hanging down. It is 
believed to be pollinated by native bees. 


Caladenta is a large family embracing the dainty “Pink Fingers" 
with its petals and sepals more or less tue same size, spread out: 
like fingers to the Spider Orchid group. These are really beautiful 
orchids with very long tapering petals and with a large outstanding 
labelium decorated witii several rows of calli. 


Caleana major Our Club emblem. The Flying Duck Orchid is one of the 
reversed orchids (the labellum being on ton).The letelliva which is 
the“head‘is attached to the base of the column by a strap like hinge 
which is extremely sensitive. A small insect: landing on the labellun 
is enougn to make the “head fold into the body , a larce sepal and 
colunn. The only way out for the insect is past the “tail which is 
the pollinia,thus achievins pollination of the orchid. 


Prasophyllum another family of reversed. orchids.These beautiful 
orchids have many bicoms running right up the sten. Different spec. 
ies grow fron lowlands to the highlands. 


Cryptostyltis (hidden style) have a column that is hard to see but 
has a large labelium locking like a tongue...the common name is 
tongue orchid.These remarkable orchids are sexually attractive to 
Wasps:! 

contd pps. 
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ORCHIDS contd.. 


iir William's slide of the wasp actually in the orchid was an out- 
Stancing one. The male waspLissopimpala semtounctata actually mate 
with the orchid and in so doing get the pollin on its abdomen.. 
gocs to anotner orchid and the process of fertilization takes place. 
When iirs Edith Coleman first discovered this. in 1927 it was unbel- 
ievable but further studies proved her right. A detailed study of 
these wasps was undertaken and it was found that the male wasps 
hatch out before the fenales ,there being no females the males were 
attracted to tne orchid by a scent similar to that of the female 
waspit! 

Pollination of the Pterostylis was shown in a series of slides 
Showing how the insect alights on the labellun, disturbing it so 
that it is thrown violently into the hood and imprisoned. 

The only escape route is to climb up the tube formed by the closed 
labellun and the column wings. Nairsare usually vrovided to help 

the insect on its journey throug: the"tunnel’ At the outlet the 
insect nust press past the pollinia with their sticky discs, 

this segment adhering to the body of the insect. this same procedure 


+ igen et re | 7 Py my oy 3 ’ FO ih Es 2 
is repeated with another plant, and the pollin.- n-the ansects back 


is pressed against the stigma, which is located beneath the colum 
wings. aS: 7 

Other slides of orciids were shown and all hac their own method 
o£ pollination and all were so very different in appearance that 
we agreed with iir Wialiiams that the study of orchids and their poll- 
ination is a very fascinatinsz subject. ; 

Iris Peterson. 
eS 


BIRDS OF VICTORIA ot, 
Address by iir Stevens November 26th 


lic Stevens is a member of the Bird Observers Clu> of Victoria. 
He told us that the listing of birds is very important, also con- 
servation as the loss of habitat can also mean the loss of birds 
from certain areas. — 

The slides which followed were divided into croupsof the areas 
where birds may be seen. 
‘The first place was the lielbourne Botanic Gardens. Even in the 
middle of the city many birds can be observed. ‘We sar the iloor hen, 
young Swamphens, Little Grebe, coot, pied cormorant , the red-whisk- 
ered bulbul, thrush , little wattle-bird and blackbird, 
Then we went to the Yarra River, here were Spinebill, grey fantail, 
Willie Wagtail, blue wren and the black shouldered Xite. 


fn interesting place for bird observers is the Altona Salt 
works, Hundreds of Sandpipers, many silver gulls, mountain ducks, 
the white-headed stilt, red-necked ayocet end a beautiful slide of 
he White-faced Heron looking at its own reflection 


oe 


contd pp 6 
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: | : BIRDS OF VICTORIA fc contd.. 


The ‘Séuctaze farn :2 ae Herribee shoved us ‘Silver Sulls, pelicans, 
oyster catchers and: ‘feeding swans". Of the last we only saw three 
tails sticking un in the air, we expect ‘that. the swans were under~- 
neath}. 

The list of birds.we have seen ants evening is so eS te th 
that it would take so long to mention then all. Therefore I make 
selection of the most striking pictures. Having done sone bird phot: 
ography myself I can imagine the time spent in getting ae collection 
like this togeth her, Lr Stevens was not the photograpner but got the 
slices from the B.O.C. Library. : 

~~ Ve saw the Fairy Terns with their orange beak and white fore- 
head, Robins in red and Scarlet, the red- backed srass perrot, the 
black-faced” cuckoo-shrike, the. tawny forgnoutn beautiful ly camou- 
flaged against a branch of a tree, 
There were browns and greys of the Dusky Woodswallow, and Rainbow 
Birds with their young. = 
We went throush Ironbark Country, where white throated warblers, 
ciamond. firetails and Striped parcalotes were. 
In thé Little Desertive ‘met Romeo , We Wallee Fowl and crested pig- 
eons ;-calaas-and cockatocos. 
Philip Island gave us mutton birds, Ete fairy. penguins, pacific gull 
and. crested terns. Through Sherbrook Forest with its Lyrebirds ve 
finished 2 at Metlingoo with its pighly protected ! lelmeted honeyeaters. 


pees 1 ae “stevens was: “thignl ced for his informative and sometimes very 
fears talk by: iit Ringin who presented hin with a set of Enu's, 
tir’ Stevens 1 nad not: ‘seen:-tiese birds before! 

es Bart Sterkenburg © 
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‘There ts no Committee meeting report fon December as “no ° 
meeting was held. — 
The next’ Committee meeting. vill be held. on ‘Tuéedal rails 
18th at the home of Hr and itrs Sterkenburg, 21 Watsons Rd. Hoe © 
at 7.30pm. - -ALL tntevested empers welcome at these pace aulaes 


Supper arrangements for aad a meeting January. 218t.° : 
Weather permitting we will go to iirs Crane” S. gander. for ‘the usual 
: Ge leghe sine eaeues artanged Hava her. . race: 


Baw Baw weekend January 29, 30, Sitls “Please contact Lins: Luboke 
tf you are interested, Cost § 7. 00 per person: 
‘The’ lodges we will be accomadated in are fully equipped, we need 
only pttllous, sleeping -bags (or blankets) and food.  - 
Heres hoping for a Boo weekend, at HERS ve went raniatn dry if 
“tt rains? 


A HAPPY WHEW YEAR TO ALL ouR READERS Prot THE EDIZOR 
‘Oil BEHALF OF THE -CLUB.~ 


LATROBE VALLEY NATURALIST 


Details of contributing clubs are as follows:- 


CLUB HON. SECRETARY MEETINGS 

LATROBE VALLEY F.N.C. Mrs I. Peterson, 7.30 p.m. on 4th Friday of 
14 Barry Street, each month, Yallourn Primary School 
MORWELL. 3840 Yallourn. 


"Phone 34.2129 


SALE F.N.C. Mr. N. Williams, 8.00 p.m. on Ist Friday of 
8 Antares Avenue, each month, Regional Arts Centre, 
SALE. 3850 McAlister Street, Sale. 

TRARALGON F.N.C. Mr. J. Wall, 8.00 p.m. on ist Friday of 
156 Kay Street, each month, City Council 
TRARALGON. 3844 Reception Rooms, Traralgon. 


"Phone 74.1948 


WARRAGUL F.N.C. Mr. J. Brooks, 8.00 p.m. on 3rd Friday of 
3 Nobel Street, each month, Public Library, 
WARRAGUL. 3820 Warragul. 


"Phone 231563 


BAIRNSDALE F.N.C. Mr. E.V. Barton, 
13 Turnbull Street, 
BAIRNSDALE. 3875 
"Phone 52,3792 


SUBSCRIPTIONS: 


ee ee ee ee 


Due March Ist, payable to Hon. Treasurer Mrs E. Lubcke, 
122a Helen Street, 
MORWELL. 3840 


Naturalist $3.50 Family $4,509 Single Member $4.00 


LATROBE VALLEY NATURALIST 

is the official publication of the Latrobe Valley Field Naturalist Club. 
Contributions on any aspect of Natural History are invited from 

MEMBERS OF ALL CLUBS and should be addressed to: 


Hon. Editor, Mrs L. Padfield, 99 Chamberlain Road, NEWBOROUGH. 3828 


_ ISSUE No. 158 
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LATROBE VALLEY FIELD NATURALIST CLUB 
PROGRAMME FOR 1977 


Feb. 
Feb. 


August 
August 


Sept. 
Sept. 


Oct. 
Oct. 


Nov. 
Nov. 


Dec. 


Mrs Brewster "National Parks" 
Excursion to beach area 


Weekend with V.F.N.C.A. at Glen Cromie 
full details with 
Mr J. Brooks 


Annual Meeting. Slides "Flinders Ranges" Mr Moretti. 
Excursion to Glen Nayook. Leader Mr J. Brooks. 


Mrs Lyndon "Roadside Weeds" 
Excursion to find "Weeds" 


Mrs McFarlane "Mammals of Gippsland" 
Excursion led by Mr McFarlane - Spotlighting (evening) 


Speaker about birds 
Excursion to Stoney Creek 


Mr Fawcett "Banksias" 


Excursion 


Evan Chesterfield "Ecological Survey" 


Special reference Macalister River Watershed 


Excursion to Macalister River area 


Mr and mrs Thompson Workshop "Keys" 


Excursion with Thompsons 


Richard Layn "Birds of Gippsland" 
Excursion Boola Forest 


Mr Reid "Eucalypts" 
Excursion ; 


Social afternoon at Martin Walker Reserve 
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ROADSIDE COUSERVATION COM IITLEE 


The Roadsides Conservation Committee was formed about two . 
years ago following the forum * Roadsides in Conservation” that was 
sponsored by various groups:~. ... 


The Victorian National Parks Association 

The Natural Resources Conservation League 
The Town and Country Planning Association, and 
The Conservation Council of Victoria. 


‘The Committee. consists of representatives from severalGovern- 
ment Agencies at Federal, BLace:s and Local Government levels, and 
Conservation Groups. 

The Committee's function is to serve both as a clearing house 
for individuals and Groups about Roadside conservation problems and 
also to liaise with Government Agencies to assess the effect DE 
minor and major roads and other management aspects. 

Recently the Committee met with representatives of the napaneces 
Road Beauty Mission and the Country Roads Board to discuss various 
aspects and related matters over lunch. It is hoped that other 
neetings: with groups concerned and interested in Roadside Conserv- 
ation and ieee a5, will occur in the future. ‘e ; 


Further information about the Committee and its activities 
is obtainable fron 
Chairman, Road Conservation Connittes 
c/- Victorian Environment Centre : 
324 William St., 
Helbourne Phone 329 5377 


VENCA Campout 


The camp will be at Gian Cromie caravan park during the week 
end Iiarch 12th. ,13th, 14th,(Labour Day ). Those people who wish to 
have camp site with power are advised to book immediately. 

Glen Cromie Park is situated on the Main Neerim Road, Drouin West. 
Tel. Rokeby 268212 (area code 056) . 


Saturday afternoons Short excursion 

evening 7.30 pm at the Rokeby Hall. Ranvier Meetins 
All members welcome to attend. Followed by brief programme. 
Sunday ~: Full Day excursion, leaving from Glen Cromie | : 

Evening 8.00 pm. ilembers get together at Rokeby Hall. 
Evening to consist of 10 minute talks on topical subjects or 
Natural History interest or slides of interest. 
Monday morning ~ short excursion 

Afternoon Departure 


All interested persons welcome to any of these activities. It is a 
wonderful opportunity to meet fellow Field Nats from other Clubs. 
Hope to see vou there... 


LATROBE VALLEY HATURALIST (2) ISSUE No 158 FEBRUARY 1977 


. EXCURSTIOW TO TRARALGONW SOUTH 


The excursion on 25th October, led byMrs E.Lyndon of Leong- 
atha was to an area at Traralgon South which is to be affected by 
the S.E.C. Loy Yang Project. 

We arrived at 10.15 am at the small Traralgon South Wild- 
flower Sanctuary which eventually must be buried beneath the S.E.C. 
overburden. To Naturalists this will be almost comparable to the 
burial of a loved person, for although small- approx. 2 hectares 
this spot abounds in things of beauty and interest. There are 
iiosses, Fungi,Liverworts, Fauna, Birds, Shrubs,Trees, Rushes, Insects 
ese It is unnecessary to list all of the species here for our Club 
Botanists have these lists available. 


On this October day there were literally hundreds of Waxlip 
Orchids in bloom- and just as many Nodding Greenhoods? 

Greencomb Spider Orchids were standing in several large groups, and 
Wallflowers (Diurts. tongtfolia)were plentiful. The Wedding Bush 
(Ritetnocarpus pintfoltus) was in full bridal display as was also 
Snow Daisy-bush(Olearta Llirata). In one spot the two Dianellas 
(revoluta and tasmanica) were growing side by side. Other plants in 
bloom were Tetratheca, Trigger-plant, Sundew, Burchardia, Correa, 
Common Beard Heath, Common Eeath , Apple Berry, Cassinia, Silky Tea~- 
tree, Spike Mat-rush, Small Grass-tree, Yam, Prickly Moses _ and 
many more. 

There was a pool thickly surrounded by Leptospermum and Euc- 
alypts ~ a haven for birds and fauna. Within a radius of a few metres 
we found two Grey Fantail nests and two dainty nests which we assumed 
to be of a species of honeyeater. ONly two hectares, but... 


We moved on for lunch to an area of 32 hectares of crown 
land which also will be engulfed in the S.E.C. “orks at some future 
date. It has already been mutilated to some extent by the extraction 
of gravel. A specimen of claret coloured Boletus fungus, which has 
tubes instead of gills, was found here, and orchids seen included 
the [PESEEEN ABR sulphuvea) and Brown Beaks(Lyperanthus suaveolens). 


The pupa of an insect was espied protruding about 3.8 cm 
above the ground and weaving about, and for about 30 minutes we wat- 
ched the creature emerge from its case, transform itself from a 
rather ungainly shape into one of symmetry and balance, then fly off 
into the sunshine. It belonged to the Order of True Flies(Diptera) 
for it had only one pair of wings » the span od which measured 3.8 om. 
Its "Daddy-long-legs “ type of legs measured approx 7.6 cm.each. 
None could identify it, but the evidence suggested a species of the 
Crane Fly Family. 


Our third and last stop was at an area of approx 24 hectares 
which is still under negotiation with the S.E.C. as an alternative 
reserve in exchange for the Crown Land which is being taken over 
for the Loy Yang Project. The latest information received by our 
Conservation Co-ordinator from the Minister of Lands is that 
"it is to receive further consideration". . 

contd. .pp3 
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EXCURSIOi! 70 PRARALGOI SOUTER contd... 


Although we had time to wander through only one hectare, we 
found lots of things to capture our interest -~ a species of Morel 
Fungus, and old friends such as Stackhousia, Running Postman, Honey 
pots, Fringe-lilies, Violets and Blue Stars. Orchids were plentiful. 
There were Pink Fingers( Caladenia carnea)Tall Greenhoods (Pterost- 
ylts tongtfolta)Maroon-hoods (Pterost lis peduneulata) and a large 
patch of Twisted Tongue Orchids(Pterostylis curta) . In one spot I 
counted without moving 50 Greencomb Orchids(Caladenia dilata ) and 


45 “Hares Ears"(Caladenia menziesii ) . There were also leaves of 
the Gnat Orchid © : Bar OSs 


The Eclipse of the Sun was to take place later in the day, so 
our excursion concluded a little earlier than usual. . 
Mrs Lyndon was thanked for answering our many questions and 
for leading us so capably. ; 
June Lubeke 


Li} BOOLA FOREST 


Recently I had the pleasure of accompanying naturalists from 
the Forests Commission, who, amongst other things, were visiting 
mammal traps in Boola Forest. Two of the traps cnntained Antechinus 
swainsontt, the Dusky Marsupial-mouse; tiny brown pouched mice, both 
females. Apparently all males die before the next generation is born, — 


"Look at her protecting her babies when I pick her up" said 
the zoologist. As he held her gently she crossed her two hind feet 
over her pouch, holding it firmly closed. “I'll give her a whiff of 
ether to relax her," he said ~ and in a moment the little feet loos- 
ened and having already photographed her in the protective position, 
he was able to photograph her five RS WII; all smaller thanpeas, 

; \ ‘ 

"T'1] let her recover before I let her go", he said, “or she 
might drop some of them". The little mouse was transferred to a warm 
pocket for a few minutes, then released. she scampered away into the 
coral fern with her family stiil safe in her pouch. 

I have a photograph of them in the pouch, and one of the =”. 
little feet crossed protectively over them. 

Jean Galbraith 


CL OC cee” 


On the trip to Baw Baw in January of this year we saw more of 
Antechinus swainsonit. One was found in a bucket in the ANARE lodge. 
Others were found in mammal traps set by the Geelong Naturalists 
who showed their catch each morning before releasing them again. 


i ti 
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EXCURSIOI Iil HOVEMBER 


Nine cars assembled at Tyers and left in a heavy shower of 
rain which fortunately did not last long. 
At the first stop; near the start of the W tracks on the Walhalla 
Road, bird enthusiasts went down one track and the botanists the 
other. Mr Stevens and Mrs Stevens (our speaker of the previous 
evening) were very helpful identifying birds, some of which we 
could only hear. All the while we kept looking at the dark sky. 


+ our second stop at the grav el pit we met the party with 
Miss Jean Galbraith and the Forest Commission Naturalists. 
We had to agree that for the most part they were more youthful than 
our party but none the less enthusiastic I am sure. 
ONce again we heard many varieties of birds but could see few. 
We journeyed on to Moondarra Dam for lunch and afterwards a most 
enjoyable walk down the tracks carved out by the R.E.D.Scheme using 
Aboriginal labour. : 


From iloondarra seven cars travelled to the picnic spot on the 
Tyers River on the Walhalla Road. Once again more birds were heard 
than seen. The next journey was along Seninis Track stopping at 
the Tyers River near an old homestead site.Later on we stopped 
near some heathland and viewed many interesting wildflowers. 


: Afternoon tea was consumed at this time, during our stop a 
pair of BLack Cockatoos (yellow tailed) were flying overhead. 
We had a good. view of these large birds. 
Me Lubecke then thanked lirSiirs Stevens for an interestins day and' 
evening with the birds. He also thanked Mr Thompson for leading 
the excursion. ; 
We went our separate ways home after yet another enjoyable day. 


L.Dotman 


HATURE HOTES FROM LAKES ENTRARCE 
13/8/75 j | 
The cold and sometimes wet weather of the past weeks has 
seemingly made the bush creatures hungrier than usual. ON Saturday 

5th, the cords of the bird tray had frayed in the wind overnight, 

so the tray was removed to the workshop for repair. Meanwhile, the 
usual slice of bread and shortening, and small quantity of dessic~. 
ated cocanut and flaked oatmeal was Placed on the cround below 
where the tray usually hangs. Host of the usual feeders came~ 
silvereyes, red-browed finches, white-browed scrubwrens, blue wrens, 
grey shrike-thrushes, yellow robins, Whipbirds and a blackbird. 

Less regulay feeders are brown thornbills and a lewin honey-eater. 
Cats, currawongs and butcher birds are discouraged by more or less 
well aimed pebbles thrown from our high balcony. 


About 1.30pm. a four-legged "bird" also was attracted to 
the scene. contd. .pps 
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TATURE HOTELS FROM LAKES EUPRAUCE ‘contd... 
A bandicoot ? — 

If so, it has a very short nose compared to the road casualties 
we have occasionally seen. It is move like another casualty coll- 
ected from Thorpe's Rd. (L/e) on 24/4/76 and identified by Fisher- 
ies and Wildlife personnel visitors as a potoroo. But. this ; 
animal was certainly attracted by the food put out for the birds, 
and the first book checked states that potoroos do not feed on 
plant material but like snails and insect.for food. 
So,for the time being, we are in a great state of indecision. 
Is it a bandicoot or a potoroo? And meanwhile , do we. call ita 
bandiroo or a potocoot ?- — ee 


_ 


“aT.B. ” Reference to other books is contradictive. The next one 
referred to. potoroosfeeding at night on grasses. and roots. 
Yet another, that rat-kangaroos are practically. omnivorous. 


we we 


Joy Johnstone & 
' Heather Christensen 


THE BREWSTERS IN QUERUSLAND 
Apart from the fascinating changes in land forms and conseq- 


uent changes in vegetation throughout this trip we seem to be conc- 
entrating on birds. With the help of three bird books we ean usually 
identify what we see. . eek iia ay 

Around Hughenden we met our first Brolgas ~ and then two 
pairs of Bustards. Grey Fantails seem to be with us wherever we 
camp or walk. Along the road North from Charters Towers towards Mt 
Garnet, we finally identified Noisy Friar Birds although we had met 
them for many miles back along the track. 

Our next camp was in open forest country by old gravel pits 
with pools of water in them and, of course, plenty of birds. 

Emus stalked off as we arrived. As well as the smaller Honeyeaters, 
Fantails and Willy-wagtails, there were Ibis, Hawks, Red-tailed 
Black Cockatoos and a Jabiru. 

At Tinaroo Dam campsite there were Red~browed Finches, several 
Honeyeaters and Plovers. Willy-wagtails shared our Cooktown Camp- 
site among giant paper bark trees. 

We met our first Forest Kingfishers at Daintree and have since 
seen dozens about Cairns and further South. Cairns Field Naturalists 
(North Queensland Naturalists'Club) are early birds for. their 
excursions They leave at 7.30 am: One of their members lives in 
the city caravan park and has been putting out feeding bottles for 
the Honeyeaters and Friar Birds. Lately Rainbow Lorikeets have 
joined the noisy groups of birds and tourist buses are now stopping 
to watch. ‘A special mixture of minced steak and bread is prepared 
for the Spangled Drongos who catch pieces as they are thrown in 
the air. The caravan bark where we stayed had large shady trees and 
many birds - Fig Birds, Spangled Drongos, Rainbow Birds, Grey Fan-~ 
tails, Noisy Friar Birds, Noisy Miners, Yellow-breasted Sun Birds. 


Brewster 
To be continued..... 
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REPORT OF COMMITTEE MEETING HELD JANUARY 18th 1977 


It was agreed by all present that the Christmas break-up had 
been a tremendous success, due in a large part to the efforts of 
the Secretary. the President thanked her for nea work during the 
day. 

The Secretary then thanked all present for the cift of flowers 
received at Christmas time. 


The typewriter element is to be changed (this issue is a sample) 
apparently the previous element was not satisfactory for stencils. 


We received a request from the USSR Academy of Sciences 

Institute of Scientific Information 
for copies of the Lv Naturalist. 
The Secretary is to forward some copies to them. 


Thelodges available for the January weekend at Mt Baw Baw would 
be ANARE and PINNACLE. One lodge was cancelled, any overflow may 
be accomadated with Geelong FNC in the Baw Baw Ski Lodge. 


VFNCA Campout March 12.,13,14 at Glen Cromie Park 

The full programme is published in thjs issueof Naturalist. 

Any further information may be had from Mr J,Brooks. 

Members welcome to attend any of the excursions or evening events. 
This is a good opportunity to meet fellow naturalists from other 
parts of Victoria. 


There was discussion about the Annual Meeting which will be on 
March 25th. There was concern for the lack of nominations expected 
for the offices to be filled. The business part of the club is a 
most important one, not as enjoyable as excursions and meetings 
but essential for the smoothe running of the club for members. 


Supper Roster February 25th 
Mr &Mrs Puckey 


The next Committee Meeting will be held at the home of Miss Jean 
Galbraith, Tyers on Tuesday February 22nd at 7.30 pm. 
Members welcome at these meetings. 
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INDEX FOR LATROBE VALLEY WATURALIST 1976 ilos. 145-156 


BIRDS 
Bird Notes se 
Birds in my Garden <5 “eS 
Camping on the Ovens ~ 

Nature Observations 
Nerrena Parrots Again 
Not Just “Brahn 'Awk" 
Our Bird Friends 


BOTANY . 
Astelia australiana 
The Baw Baw 'Campout™ ~~ 
BOtanical Highlights of the campout 
to Delegate River 
$f W to. i 
Epilobium brunnescens 
Fungi ~- talk E.Lyndon 28/5/76 
Grass Trees on the Snowy River 
Lakes NAtional Park- Eucalypts 
More Muttaburra 
New Cordyceps at Darlinurla 
Orchids 
Prostanthera walteri 
Protected plants 
Providence Ponds Swamp 
Sarchilus australis 
Snow Gums 
Symplocos australis 
UNcommon Eucalypts in the Latrobe 
at Valley 


ghee 2 i 
‘i hes % i " 
Devious 1" ; if 


EXCURSIONS 
Botanical Mighlights of the Campout 
to Delegate River Jan 1976 

i v ts 


Darby River Excursion 28/2/76 
led Mr Gaulton 

Fungi 29/5/76 led iirs Lyndon 

Glenmaggie25/9/76 Led itrs Lyndon 

Latrobe River Improvement Trust 
26/6/76 led iir Cook 

liossvale Park Christmas Breakup 

Mt Useful27/3/76 Led Mr Moretti 

Outing to Den of Nargun 28/11/75 

Rosedale Heathlands 28/8/76 

Led R.Garnet and 0.Thompson 
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J.W.Johnstone 
Floonor Crane 
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J.Galbraith 
$2 } 


er 
is 


i 


_D.Lyndon 
K.Rogers 
E.Lyndon © 
E.Brewster 
E. Lyndon 


J.Galbraith 
T 


W 


L.Padfield 
J.Galbraith 
R.B.Reid 

Vis 


4 
uv 


J.Galbraith — 


B.Sterkenbure 
I.Peterson 


re J. Lubecke: 


J.Lubcke 
L.padfield 
T.Moretti 
H.Crane 


J.Galbraith 


155 
156 
154 
153 
148 
150 
145 


148 
155 


146 
147 
147 
151 


152, 


156 
155 
154 
153 
149 
150 
150 
154 
149 
147 


149 
150 
152 
153 


146 
147 


149 


152 


156 


153 
145, 


150 
147 


155 


Nov 
Dec 
Oct 
Sept 
Apr 
June 
Jan 


Apr 
Nov 


Feb 
Mar 
Mar 
July 
Aug 
Dec 
Nov 
Oct 
Sept 
May 
J une: 
June 
Oct 
Nay 
Mar 


Nay 
June 
Aug 
Sept 


Feb > 
Har 


May 
Aug 
Dec 


Sept 
Jan 

June 
Mar 


Nov 


LATROBE VALLEY WATURALIST — Gla, ISSUE ito” 158 PEBRUARY 1977 


IUDEX FOR LATROBE VALLiY TAPURALISR 1076 os. 1a6- 156 
EXCURSIONS contd.. 
Sperm Whale Wead 24/7/76. ae : a ~ 
led tir D.Patterson a Burns end Davies 150 
A Trip to Western Australia T.Hopetti aie 
3? ri ae : 
To Edenhope in the Spring — E.Lyndon 146 
Visiting Wyperfeld(Spring 1975) i 151 
Weekend at Mt Ellery January 1976 D. Quinton athe 
i . Vv i " 
Western Australian Trip Talk ’ 
T.Moretti 26/3/76 GerRvekiee Lire 149 f 
With the Brewsters in Queensland 
Muttaburra Interlude E.P.Brewster 154 
Ww wr 155 
“a Ww vi Ti 156 
FAUNA 
PLatypus J.Lindner 154 
GENERAL 
Balance Sheet LVFNC M.J.Lubcke 146 
Institute ofForesters Seminar -Report B. T tompson 151 
Latrobe River Improvement Trust 
Talk Mr S.Cook 25/6/76 B.Thompsen 153 
Loy Yang Coal Reserves Inquiry _ B.thompson 156 
Nepal Talk iir J.Berchervaise 9/4/76 G.R.E.T. Sis 
Obituary George Scanlan F.Branson 151 
Presidents Annual Report T.Moretti 148 
Reforestation of Strzelecki Ranges 
Talk Mr Patterson 23/4/76 CSI Sak 152 
Thoushts on Conservation J.E.,Eve 146 
V.F.N.C.A. Annual Campout. JEN Brooks 148 
Wyperfeld National Park 
Talk lin’. J.R.Garnet 17/8/76 K.NeDonald 154 
GEOLOGY 
Changing Face ofAustralia 
“Shell Film 16/1/76 GeRatnedl’, 148 
Geology Talk HrR.Gaulton 27/2/76 149 
INSECTS 
Butterflies € Bits and Pieces 24/9/76 
Talk B.Sterkenburg Je canes 155 
Crickets JU.Lindner 153 
INsects Talk D.King 28/11/75 B.Thompson 145 
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LVFNC ANNUAL MEETING MARCH 25th 


At the last Committee meeting the President lr lioretti gave 
notice that for Peueoues reasons he will not be eljisible for 
election . His term expires this year, and after eight years in 
the position we do not feel we should pressure him to take office 
again. 

This leaves us thinking of WHO might be able to fill this most 
important office in the Club. fs, 

Members are asked to think about this situation before the meeting 
and contact the Secretary if you have any nominations or would Like 
to offer yourself for the position. 


The Treasurer lirs Lubcke has also asked to be relieved of her respons 
ibilities after six years in the position. Another problem for us. 


There will be one Vice President due for election on March 25th. 


Please use the nomination forms below for your nominations, and 
hand or send to the Secretary before the meeting. 


LATROBE VALLEY FIELD NATURALIST CLUB 
te) ic Otev eer ceodetererenere 
‘Nomination form for Office a 


i Wish to nominate RR ry 3 ots Petey Of EEE AOC OOP POE aay 
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ee Are Ot i DO OG OOOO OS or SeeHOne this Club. 
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I hereby agree to accept nomination for the abave office 
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Nomination form for office 
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Details of contributing clubs are as follows:- 


CLUB 


LATROBE VALLEY F.N.C. 


SALE F.N.C. 


TRARALGON F.N.C. 


WARRAGUL F.N.C. 


BAIRNSDALE F.N.C. 


SUBSCRIPTIONS: 


ee ee ee ae te ee 


HON. SECRETARY 


Mrs I. Peterson, 
14 Barry Street, 
MORWELL. 3840 
"Phone 34.2129 


Mr. N. Williams, 
8 Antares Avenue, 
SALE. 3850 


Mr. J. Wall, 

156 Kay Street, 
TRARALGON. 3844 
"Phone 74.1948 


Mr. J. Brooks, 
3 Nobel Street, 
WARRAGUL. 3820 
"Phone 231563 


Mr. E.V. Barton, 


13 Turnbull Street, 
BAIRNSDALE, 3875 


"Phone 52.3792 


MEETINGS 


7.30 p.m. on 4th Friday of 
each month, Yallourn Primary School. 
Yallourn. 


8.00 p.m. on Ist Friday of 
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COMING EVENTS 
WARRAGUL F.W.C. 


MEETING. Friday March 18th 
Mrs A Parris "GRASS " 
EXCURSION. Sunday March 20th 


Contact Secretary for details 


LATROBE VALLEY F.N.C. 


MEETING Friday March 25th ANNUAL MEETING 
Slides "Flinders Ranges " Mr. Horettt 

EXCURSION Saturday March 26th to Glen Nayook 
leader Mr J.Brooks. é 

MEETING PLACE Warragul Cemetry at 10.00 ain 


TRARALGON F.N.C. | 
MEETING Friday April ist 


SPEAKER Dr Drazmer 
EXCURSION : To Woodside area ,day to be arranged 


at meeting.! 
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THE AHAZIUG MARSUPIALS 


The "Amazing Marsupials" is a Natural History Film produced 
by the Shell Company and ran for over an ‘hour. 

This film was excellent, taking over 5 months to film and cov- 
ered the length and breadth of Australia and has aroused great int- 
erest in scientific fields the world over. 

This wonderful film showed that marsupials evolved about 80 
million years ago, but practically died out except in Australia, 
where there were no natural enemies. In more recent times man has 
been their greatest enemy. | 

There are about 120 species of marsupials and the film 
showed their extraordinary variety. The Carnivores, or meat eaters 
ranged from the tiny marsupial mouse which hunts and devours living 
things to the Tasmanian Tiger.The sequence about the tasmanian Tiger 
was particularly moving because this animal has died out in living 
memory... Man was of course responsible. . 

The 27 species of kangaroos were well represented, from the 
smallest...the musky rat kangaroo to the great kangaroos,the big 
Keds and Greys. Slow motion film of the kangaroos hopping along was 
a delight to see. The fascinating mystery of how marsupials bear 
their young in an immature form and completing their development- 
in the pouch was shown in the sequence of the birth of a kangaroo. 
We saw the eibryofinding its way to thé pouch. The way kangaroos 
regulate their population depending on whether it is a good or bad 


season is truly amazing. --- hes | 
Another ‘spectacular slow motion sequence showed the sugar 
gliders in action. These possums which have developed a gliding 
membrane between their fore and hind limbs and can glide from the 
top of one tree to the base of another, up to 69 metres away. 
Other marsupials were shown but the most interesting of all 
the marsupials shown was the numbat. This small beautifully striped 
animalis now only found in the forests near Perth W.A. 
The Numbat only eats termites, which it draws out from the termite 
mounds with an extraordinarily long, thin tongue, flicking in and 
out of the passages quicker than the eye can see. The slow motion 
film of the numbat feeding was one of the highlights of the film. 
The film was full of highlights and packed with interest for 
all, particularly ‘Field Naturalists and was a real credit to the 
Shell Company team of photographers. Be 


Iris Peterson 


eae 


BOAT TRIP IN FEBRUARY af 


The Traralgon Club's cruise from Welshpool over to the back 

door of the Promontory on February 13th proved a most enjoyable day 
in very pleasant weather. The many ehtldren present had a great time 
among the rocks and sea ereatyres'on the shallow beach. Walkers had 

a chotce of rough granite headlands or vide swuampy flats with a good 
population of Kangaroos and Imus, one of the latter seen with eitteks. 
On the return trip tie tide was tow and long stretcites of sand were 
bared each side of the channel.There were many svans and vartous shox 
birds and yaders on the grassy flats. 


E. Lyndon 
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AUSTRALIA DAY WEEKEND AL UT. BAW BA, JANUARY 1977 


On Friday, January 28th. a variety of Field Nats’ cars toiled . 
up the road-to the ski.village-at Mt. Baw Baw. By nightfall we were 
all settled into three lodges- ANARE , Pinnacle and Baw Baw. _ en 
Large and hungry mosquitoes loomed in the dusk to drive inside those 
who were enjoying the sunset views over thé great valley of Gipps- 
land with a bright quarter moon high in the-sky. We gathered in the 
ANARE lodge to decide upon Saturday!s program. A short walk was .°: «= 
planned for the morning... up Shirley}s slide: to the summit of Baw 
Baw and return via the painted.run. The Field: Studies Group of the 
Yputh Hostels Association were staying at their lodge and they) ja... 
invited us to. join with them for the afternoon to hear a talk by a 
Forests Commission Officer who was a member of the Baw Baw Alpine 
Reserve Committee of Management and go for a short walk which he 
would lead, aa Ee an we ae 

Saturday morning was overcast with a NW wind when a long and 
leisurely trail of F.Nats and some YHA members set off for the 
morning walk. So many items of. interest were found as the track 
wound through valley bogs, up the slopes under snow gums, past the 
summit, and down the cleared Painted ski run. Progress was slow as 
each small group came upon fresh discoveries and photographers (and 
others) knelt. and bent for a close look. The deep pink of the 
Ebecuabtents: (or yled uneguane ne ole eee the clear white of the 
Silver Daisy(Celmista tongtfolta ) made delightful showy carpets — 
with the shorter plants scattered along the way. The Trigger plants 
had special appeal and fascination for those who were new to them «=. 
and some of our number had the pleasure of watching a bee visiting ; 
some of the plants and activating the triggers. Some of the other | 
finds for the morning were Sky Lily(. Herpoltrion novae-zetlandiae):...~ 
Richea continentis, Euphrasta gibbsiae- the Alpine Eyebright, 
Genttanella dtemensis -thée Mountain Gentian,frachymene humilis — 
sweet scented Prasophyllum alpinum,Alpine Leek Orchid, the prostrate 
Exocarpus nanusAlpine Ballart; creeping Fan-flower Seaevola hookert, , 
Alpine Vestringia Westringia senifolia, Coprosma pumila -The Creeping 
Coprosma,Thelymitra venosa Veined Sun-orchid, Orites lanetfolta 
Alpine Orites, Erigeron pappacroma Violet.Fleabane, Acacia alpina, 
Drymys serophila Alpine Pepper, Eptlobium tasmanteum Snow Willow~ 
herb Astelia alpina Pineapple Grass (some of the female plants 
with groups of Dright red berries), beautiful mats of Viola hederacea 
Ivy-leaf Violet,Pimelea alpina with its shaded deep to pale pink |, 
and white. flowers, Billy Buttons Craspedia uniflora, Wittsteinta +: 
vaceintacea the Baw Baw Berry,Lycopodtum scariosum Spreading Club » 
moss with some fruiting bodies, the white flowers of0zalis Lactea 
where the Baw Baws are its only mainland occurence, Bottle Brush Ms 
Callistemon steberi, Buphrasia seabra Yellow Eyebright ,Baeckea utilis _ 
Mountain Baeckea, a Beard HeathLeucopogon gelidys ‘liountain Plum 
Pine Podocarpus Lawrencet ,patches of Drosera arcturi Alpine Sundew, 
iountain Woodruff Asperula guunti the pretty Grass Flag Laberta 
putchettla . 


contd. .pp3 
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BAW BAW JANUARY '77 cont : ) oe 
When we returned at lunch time to the lodses those folk who 

had been unable to travel on Friday had arrived and were settling 
into their respective lodges. At 2 pm we assembled with the YHA 
members and Geelong .Field Nats(who were in Baw Baw lodge for the 
weekend) to hear Gary Squires who is one of the Forests Commission 
members of the Baw Baw Alpine Reserve Committee of Management tell 
us something of the work of this committee which employs the Forests 
Commission as agents to manage the area. We also heard something of 
the problems encountered and of future plans for the area. 
Gary then led us for a walk over the same route as our morning's 
outing! The afternoon was fine and sunny with stops at various 
places to see examples of points he had mentioned during his talk. 
At stop 1 we saw how a track had been slashed along the route of 
the snow poles for ski touring. But as this was a comparatively 
narrow track a great deal of wear and erosion occured in both winter 
and summer. A new walking track is being made lower around the slope 
so that a return trip can be made over a different stretch of 
country. Stop 2 emphasised how a wide track carpeted with snow 
grass shows no sign of damage as traffic is not so concentrated. 
At stop 3 by a sphagnum Bog, Gary explained how the moss- which acts 
as a giant sponge helps provide a year round supply of water for 
the streams which have their headwaters on the plateau. As we clim- 
bed and there were clearings through the snow gums or along bogs 
there were fine views over the great valley of Gippsland to the 
Yarragon escarpment on the southern side, and distant views of some 
of the mountains of the “Prom as well as nearer views of towns and 
works in the Latrobe Valley. Stop 4 was for a view to the north | 
just below the summit of Baw Baw .. a sweeping view from Mt Whitelaw 
in the west, along northern ranges to Ht, St Phillack and Mt St 
Gwinnear. At stop 5 we could see how hay and straw had been used to 
help with revegetating the worn areas. The hay had been spread on 
the damaged area then fertilizer and seed mixture of introduced 
srasses is sown. hile soil fertility is high these grasses hold the 
ground but as fertility drops the snow grass native to the area 
ereeps in and eventually recovers the whole area. 


ecee 


That evening we were invited by the Geelong folk to see slides 
taken by some of their members.. some of central Queensland areas 
and others of animals which had been trapped by some of their memb-- 
ers during a previous stay at Baw Baw. As well we saw some of Bart 
Sterkenburg's slides of the wanderer Butterfly. 


Early risers on Sunday were able to see the two small marsupial 
mice trapped overnight by the Geelong enthusiasts. At 10.00 ama 
large group led by Paul Chapman set off for a full days outing. 

A few foggy clouds blew across our way at the start but soon clear-~ 
edfor us to have another fine sunny day. We were led up to water 
tanks on the hill near the lookout. Many of the plants we saw were 
the same as had neen seén on Saturday, but for some they were new. 
We found some Marsh ilarizold ¢altha introloba , lountain Clubmoss 
Lycopodium fasttgtatum,a Stinkhorn fungus beside the trackthrough 
the snew gums, Hat Water Milfoiliyrtophyltunm with both male and 
female flowers and Alpine Waterfern Blechnum penna~-marina. 
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BAW BAW “JANUARY: $77. contd © 


After our morning tea stop the party divided.. some to go on a long 
walk with Paul Chapman to iit St Phillack, the rest to explore acr 
oss a bogsy plain and down part of the valley of the headwaters of 
the Tyers. River. New finds were made by both groups. The following. 
are plants and animals seen by. the latter sgroup..Plantago antarectica 
Mountain Plantain,Prasophylluin suttont Mauve Leek Orchid,Asterol~ 
asta trinaliotdes a yellow flowered Star-bush,Podolepis robusta 
Alpine Podolepis,Ovreomyrrhus ertopoda Austral Carraway,O0learia 
algidakannunculus spp.. Beech trees Yothofagus eunninghamtt. 

Great fun was had by frog catchers and their audience as we tried 

to catch whatwe thought were Baw Baw Frogs. But they were merely . 

a small attractive green frog marked with black. In the pools were 
Caddis Fly Larvae and other small unidentified shining larvae. 

At 3.pm the party split again, the more energetic to climb the north 
face of Baw Baw and return by the Painted Run to the village, the 
other group to follow down the walking track which we had met on the 
outward trek. Along this track were bushes of Pultenea mueller, 
Prostainthera cuneata,more Wittsteinia Dtanella tasmanica with many 


other plants previously seen. 9° xs. 

Again that evéning we were=the.guests of Geelong for slides. 
This time some very: beautiful ones of a;gannet banding trip to the 
Lawrence Rocks off Portland and others’ of a trip to the Flinders 
Ranges in springtime after rain. A pleasant evening ended with 
supper. The trapping that night resulted in the catch of one dead 


Antechinus., morning which was fresh and clear with lovely views 
over the valley to the south found us all packing for departure. 
Some folk had to leave early, others were able to do some short 
walks before leaving. The trip down the mountain not without adven~ 
ture as a large tree trunk had fallen almost across the road not 
far below the lower car park and drivers had to squeeze their veh~ 
icles past until on of our number improved the situation by the 
agile use of an axe. 

Birds and other animals seen during the weekend; Grey Fantails 
and young, Flame Robins feeding young at the water tanks, White 
Faced Honeyeaters, Grey Thrushes, Crested Honeyeater feeding young 
in a patch of snow gums, Crows, Wattlebirds, Swifts, footprints in 
mud of unknown birds. | 

Striped Skinks frequently ran from the tracks ahead of walkers, 
both small and green frogs marked with black and larger brown frogs, 
tadpoles by the hundreds in pools ~ some of them dying on. Sunday 
as.the water evaporated from their pools, an unidentified snake, 
bees,.Jiarch flies in abundance, Dragonflies, the holes of Wolf 
Spiders and a few spiders, Wombat Droppings, also droppings of 
rabbits and the cattle which are on the plateau illegally. 

All who were there enjoyed the weekend greatly and grateful 
thanks go to our Secretary and others concerned with organising 


such an excellent weekend. 
| E.P. Brewster. 


ee TS TR 
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ATLAS OF AUSTRALIA BIRDS 


iiany of our bird observers have by this time heard of the 
plan to record the distribution of Australian birds by means of 
records of individual observers of birds seen in each degree of lat- 
itude and longtitude ( the method of defining ones own area in this 
way is described on an instruction sheet supplied with record cards) 
Record cards and instructions are supplied by regional organizers 
(see below). Each recorder notes the birds seen in a given area, or 
areas if more ‘than one is visited, giving the date for ‘each. record, 
so that the records can be coordinated by computer and ultimately 
published as a series of maps. . 


At first sight of the programmemany may decide as I did, 

‘No time‘or "too difficult" or both. That is not because one can't 
jot down the birds seen; ‘that is easy and interesting, but because 
of the difficulty in defining latitude and longtitude of the area 
of study and because birds must be entered on the record eee by 
number, not by their familiar names. 


The first problem can be overcome by use of a map(for example 
Readers Digest Atlas) showing latitude and longtitude, and the sec- 
ond by the use of a list of Australian Birds, each with its approp- 
riate number, supplied by the organizers for use with record cards. 
This simplifies the work of entering numbers on the record cards, 
but does not do away with it altogether. One has to be prepared for 
an evenings work preparing a sheet for home use, on which records | 
can be noted quickly when first made, and later transferred to cards. 
One should prepare a large sheet on which is entered a list of all 
birds likely to be seen in the area of studywith their numbers. © 
the names and numbers should be in .a column down the left side of the 
sheetand the remainder of the sheet ruled in vertical columns for 
dates to be placed across the top. I found that after a preliminary . 
struggle with coordinates of latitude and longtitude (they are in 
very small print on the map I use) , it took an evening to prepare 
the sheet. After that one had only to put a tick in the column 
for any species seen, under the appropriate date - and that part is 
interesting and enjoyable as one compares the birds seen on one day 
with another ~ always hoping for a new one. 


There is one vital point to notice before beginning. 
ONE MUST KNOW THE LOCAL BIRDS AND BE ADALAIT ABOUT HOT RECORDING 
AY SPECIES UNLESS QUITE SURF oF IT. If Is FAR BETTER TO MAKE NO 
RECORD THAW A WRONG OZ. 
A species definately recorded for the area and not seen before 
can be added at the bottom of the left hand column. 
The regional Organizer for Victoria is. ; 
Dr DAVID PETERS ,19 RAWSON COURT, HEATHMONT, VIC. 3135. 
So birdos- if you know your local birds reasonably well, 
what about sending for instructions and cards. 
Jean Galbratth. 
ae ee 
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REPORT OF COiiliTTEE NEE PIUG HELD  FEURRUARY 22nd_1977_. 


We had received Howl CoethateNrs Gouch is Secretary of Sale F.N.C:’ 
also we were invited to a meeting on March 4th at Sale when Mr ilike 
Smith from the MInistry of “Water Supply would be present. 

This meeting would discuss future plans for the Thomson, Latrobe, 
Avon and liacalister Rivers. 
BEE: that we would be eee 5 


Affiliation with C.C.V.to be paid ,according to our menbership our 
fee is $20.00. 

Mrs Brooks to be nominated as our representative ,she may vote on 
our behalf at meetings. — 


Letter received from ifr Cook of Latrobe River Improvement rato 
asking that we have representation on a committee which will inspect 
areas where trees could need removal. 
Me Thompson,Mr Lubcke, Mr MOretti to be our representatives. 
Hemories of Sale and their problems with the trees led us to help 

in this request. If we could prevent the needless removal of trees 
our efforts would be worth while. 


Hembers reminded that the next General Meeting will be the ANNUAL 
peor e and election of Office Bearers. 


Supper Roster Harch 25th. =. Mr and Mrs McElroy, rs all 


Next Committee meetings wildrbesheld Tuesday March 22nd at the “home 
of tins L.Padfield 99 Chamberlain Rd. Newborough at 7.30pm. 


NOTES ON WARRAGUL F P.-C. 


The Ofricet Bearers we aa re-elected at the Annual Meeting. 
Annual Subscription is now due. Family Subscription $4.00 per year. 


Mrs Parris who will speak at the meeting on March 18th is a retired 
lecturer of Botany from Cardiff University, and.is at present visit~ 
ing her son in Drouin. The talk on “GRASS” will be partly botanical, 
partly agricultural and partly humorous. There should be a Tew 
specimens available to be shown at the Meeting. _ 


LATROBE VALLEY NATURALIST 
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COMING EVENTS 


Warragul F.N.C. 
Meeting Friday Aprtl 15th 

ir and Mrs MeCormack 

‘The Aettvtties of Bee Keeping" 
Eucurston Sunday 17th Aprit 

Contact Secretary for details 


ne a tee a nt 


LATROBE VALLEY F.H.C. 


Meeting Friday April 2and 
Mrs Lyndon "ROADSIBE WEEDS" 
Excursion Saturday Aprtlt 23rd to the Cowwarr 
-area to find "Weeds". 
Meeting Place= Tyers at 10.00 am 


PRARALGON FNC. 


Meeting Friday May 6th 
Mr Ken O"Connor Granger Bulga Park) 


Heourston Bulga Park, Arranged at meeting. 


EXHIBITION "BEAUTIFUL NOXIOUS WEEDS" 

Paintings by Betty Conabere tn the Sate Regtonal Arts Centre. 
April 1st te April 26th. 

WiLL be shown in the Morwell Gallery tater on. 
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PRUSTDRUT'S ANNUAL REPORT 


I am pleased to report that the club has been involved in 
Many activities and has had a very successful year. nee 


We have been represented at a Forestry Seminar at Heyfield; 
at G.I.A.E. Open Day; with the S.E.C. over the Traralgon South _ 
Wildflower Sanctuary; with the Latrobe River Improvement Trust; 
with the Committee of Inquiry into the Woodchip Industry and with 
the Crown Lands Management with regard to tne liorwell River 
“diversion. 

We have combined with the Traralgon Field Naturalist Club on 
a boat trip, the Sale Field Naturalist Club and the Ilinistry of 
Water Supply over the Thomson River Dam and with the Victorian 
Field Naturalist Clubs Association at Glen Cromie Park. 


In January the long weekend at Mt Baw Baw was well attended. 
Apart from our club, we were joined by members of Geelonf F.N.C. 
and the Youth Hostel Group who also spent the weekend at Mt Baw Baw. 


- During the year we suffered a loss in the death of Mr George 
Scanlan who originated our magazine 3;the Naturalist. 


Again this year we had a very successful special night when 
a large gathering was entertained By Nr Berchervaise speaking 
about Nepal. . 


We owe a debt of gratitude to the local speakers who covered 
interesting subjects for us. - : : 

During the year lir Ted iicElroy was presented with a life 
membership of this club. — 


The Christmas breakup at Narracan Falls was well attended and 
a very happy event on which to end 1976. 


Mrs Lubcke, our Treasurer, is not standing for re-election’ 
and we thank her sincerely for the valuable work she has done in 
this position. bi oe 4 Be 

I regret that circumstances do not permit me to stand for re-~ 
election as President and I would like to take this opportunity 
firstly to thank our efficient Secretary for all her work and then 
to thank everyone for their co-operation and help during my term 
as President of this club. pay Ps ts 

Tom Horettr 
ANNUAL SURSCRIPTIOINS 
These are now due and shoul be patd as soon a sposstble as we do 
not send the laturalist after the June tssue vo unfinanetal members: 


The new Treasurer ts lr C.Lester 61 Strzeleckt Rd, Yallourn. 
Naturalist $¢ 3.50 Family $4.50 Single Member $4.00 


Pe NS SE ET TBE IETS 
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SOME AUSTRALIAN WATIOWAL PARKS AND RESERVES. 
Tatk by irs Brewster: Illustrated by Ilr Breuster. 


At the February meeting we travelled round Australia with the 
Brewsters, visiting 45 National Parks and reserves on the way. 
Yes - 45!= from the S.E. of Tasmania to Wilson's Promontory, from 
Western Victoria across South Australia to Esperence in W.A. then 
to Rottnest Island near Fremantle and up the coast to Chicester 
National Park near Roeburn before crossing to North Queensland and 
down to the Warrumbungles in N.S.'. 


It was a wonderful journey, illustrated all the way by Mr 
Brewster's slides of scenes, birds and other animals and flowers, 
and by lirs Brewster's vivid descriptions. 


We were shown so much that it cannot be crowdwd into one art- 
icle. I cannot even pick out the highlights; there were too many 
of them, so can just mention some which I recall most vividly; the 
warm brown tessellated pavement where tides almost meet across the 
narrow Eaglehawk Neck on the Tasman Pensilula; the great granite 
tors of the Freycenat Pensilula, so like those of Wilson's Promont~ 
ory and the Baw Baw plateauthat it is no surprise that they are con~ 
sidered all part of an old north-south range which crossed Bass 
Strait. | 

The beauty of mountains and lake, flower and stream shown in the 
Cradle Mountain pictures brought nostalgia to those of us who knew 
them, and whether it is the alpine spring (lowland summer) when a 
anemones bloom amongst snowdrifts and cushion plants dividingmoun- 
tain tarns, or in autumn, as we saw it in those pictures, when sou- 
thern Australia's only deciducus tree, the Deciduous Beech, turns 
whole mountain sides to glowing orange, those scenes are unsurpassed 
on any of our mountains. 


After Tasmania we saw Wilson's Promontory; some of the beaut- 
+ful east coast as well as the more familiar west, then the streams 
and lyre-bird haunted forests of Kinglake National Park north east 
of Melbourne, before going north to Wyperfeld National Park, with 
its usually dry lakes brimming and its lowans at their mounds. 

We looked down on the unexpected Lake Surprise in the crater of 

iit Eecles in one of our smallest Parks, near Portland, then moved 
toward South Australia, looking in on the iiargaret Rose caves and 
the beautiful heathland round them before crossing the border to sce 
‘he ilaterfalls of Morialta Reserve near Adelaide and hearing about 
its butterfly trees, rather like those described at our September 
meeting. 

We saw the cliffs and deeply indented coastlines of Kangaroo 
Island, and a little of the Flinders Chase flora, which like that 
of other parts of the island, has elements of the flowers of three 
states - the Grampians in Victoria, Tasmania to the S.E.and West- 
ern Australia, as well as some species not known anywhere else. 


Then we went to Western Australia and saw pictures taken in 
10 of its parks, with some of the fauna and flora including that of 
Cape le Grand with its stunted coastal vecetation and many wild 
flowers. 
contd...» 
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‘“SOuE AUSTRALIA NAT PIOUAL PARKS AD RESERVES  — contd... 


He saw glowing red leschenaulta with Catspaw and mignonette orchids 
blooming where a fire had been, and one of the many grevilleas; 
then the Stirling Ranges standing up abruptly from the flowery 
plains, clothed in their marvellous variety of plants , many of them 
not seen elsewhere. 


The travellers goneinced deatWana from the Stirlings,which are 
north of Albany, traversing the southern coastline, seeing tranquil 
fiord-like inlets and coastal flowers and the luxuriant growth of 
ChoSeacau Karri forests of the beautiful Normalup-\Valpole National 

Park before turning north along the western scarn of the Darling 
Ranges. On the way we saw pictures of the lovely Yellow Flags 
(Patersonta vanthina) a western counterpart of our Purple-flags; 
which often grows with the rich purple (P.ocetdentalts) also of the 
west. We were shown also the giant Red- ink Sundew and a few of the 
memorable western orchids. 


Before reaching Perth the Brewsters crossed froin Fremantle to 
the tourist-ridden Rottnest Island,worth visiting if only to see 
{as we saw in their pictures) its Prenely Quokkas , and its prosress 
in replanting denuded land with native vesetation. “Yorth of Perth 
they visited Yanchep National Park with over 7,000 acres of dunes 
bright with wildflowers, of lakes and caves and native animals, 
only. 32 miles from the city. 


Travelling northward then, past Geraldton to the Hurchison 
River they followed the viver to the west coast through the 358,000 
acre Kalbarri National Park which includes the river estuary, 
itself a most lovely panotama apart from the many coloured,and cur- 
ious rock formations at the river mouth, and the miles of sand- — 
plains with their glory of flowers: which’ make Kalbarri. one | ,Of the. 
most memorable parks of all, 


From Western Australia we were then taken, by word Erte Aiekane 
to North Queensland and the spectacular Porcupine Creek Gorge north 
of Hughenden, where a dramatic 400 ft gorge is like Silent Street 
in the Grampians enormously multiplied, then the liillstream Falls 
on the Atherton Tableland and lit Hypipamee National Park of 900 
acres with great vertical granite walls along its deep crater lake. 
It was there that they saw Golden Bower Birds. 


Lake Barrine also had a grater lake, surrounded by. tropical 
rain forest. We saw one of its pythons. Park after park, with rain. 
forests and tropical woodlands, palms and.waterfalls and many birds 
took us southward past Canaryon Gorge National Park with the ochre 
stencilled pictures Of its aboriginal “art galleries“ to the beaut- 
iful beaches and Wallum country of EES flowers on Fraser Island, 
and the flowers and rainforests and exquisite seascapes of Noosa. 
National Park, then beyond Nambour to the Glasshouse NMountains. 

The Glass House Mountains are plugs of volcanic rock from which all 
the surrounding earth has been worn away so that they stand stark, 
alnost unbelievable, above the coastal forests where Hibiscus and 
Hovea and Golden uybobt ime ee ong Ene: “P04 Hin. 
; contd.. next tssue 
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BEACH EXCURSIOW WITH THE BREVWSTERS. 


On Saturday 26th. February the club exctimsion to South Gipps~ 
land was led by lir and iivs Brewster. There were 10 cars that moved 
off from lieeniyan. At Tarwin Lower we saw the remains of the jetty 
where the boats tied up when they brought in supplies from Melbou- 
rne before there was a railway service to that area. 

In 1926 the inlet was silted up and the boats were unable to get 
into the river. We travelled along the escarpments that border the 
river flats and turned off to Maher's Landing. This landing was 
uséd by the “Ripple® ,-a sailing vessel, that came each six months 
bringing supplies for. the surrounding stations and taking back the 
wattle bark, hides and bone meal from the area to Melbourne. 

There are no remains of the landing visible because of the silting 
thet has occured in the area. Now the area is beginning to wash - 
and erode because of aiterations to the channel. Besides the shells 
and mangrove seeds on this windy shore, we identified Red-capped 
Dotterels, Oyster Catchers, Seasgulls and Pacific Gulls. 


Into the cars again out of the wind. Before we reached Screw 
Creek we SLODDEG to view the entrance to Anderson's Inlet and over 
to Venus Bay. Loolaing back we could see where the Tarwin River 
enters Anderson's Inlet 


At Inverloch lis ewaces showed old photos of the foreshore 

before the coal traffic was handled in the area. When coal was 
mined at Wonthaggi in 1908 it was Laer oe to Inverloch by bull- 
ock waggon and then later by "Treading Alice", an early form of cat~ 
erpillar traction. the photos showed that mes coast line around 
Inverloch has built up naturally, oo hae over the last’ 30 years. 
Ye then walked along the shore to see how erosion is swiftly carving 
away the foreshore again. 


- Lunch was under the Coast Banksias on the foreshore at Flat. 
Rock. After lunch we gathered aoe ara from the many rock pools 
on Flat rock, while at the same time adiiving the beauty of some or. 
these underwater gardens. Specimens were kept in water and later we 
all gathered on the sand and displayed the collections. Before ret~ 
urning to the cars , the specimens were returned to the rock poges 
and the incoming tide. 


. Our last stopping place was Point Norman opposite Point Smythe. 
These two points form the entrance to Anderson's Inlet and we could 
see the way the waves were washing the coastline.Ollie thanked tip 
and iims Brewster for a very en roterule day. 


_ Some of the specimens collected in the rock pools included the 
Sea Hare, Sea Cucumber, shrimps, two smail fish anemones , chitons. 
empty Sea Urchin Shells, delicate seaweeds, kelp,£ inger shells, 
green algae, sea lettuce,about 6 varieties ‘of erabs From tiny ones 
about 6.3 mm across to a big green one at least 76 mn across » tiny 
green starfish, large brown start ‘ish, the big elephant shell "with 
its black mantle almost covering the shell, sand snails and the 
jelly-like mass that is the eggs. 


contd...pps 


ee 
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BEACH EXCURSION WITH THE PREVSTERS, contd...» 


There were two types of worms, one with very long pink tentacles 
“over the length and another with small mauve tentacles. A small 
puyple sponge was growing on a rock. Mr Drewster took one of the 
Sea Hares out of the water. It became agitated and expelled a vio- 
-let-coloured fluid over his hand. When it was returned to the water 
it continued to expel this fluid. The internal shell of this mollusc 
is thin and plate-like. Even some of the rotting seaweed on the 
shore was collected by the gardeners present. I heard tell that 
amongst the dried seaweed were many little hopping insects. 


Bon Thompson 


VWATURE NOTES FROW LAKES EUTRAUCL. 
13.8.76 


Very late most afternoons this winter, a nankeen kestrel 
(Falco cenchroides) flies in to roost on an almost horizontal length 
Ox down piping below the eaves of a neighbouring holiday home. 

It usually perches on a T.V.antenna or electricity pole first, then 
circles around and down to its roosting place. 


“Today at 5.30 pm. and still daylight a visiting friend vas 
watching for the kestrel and sa: a bird coming from a different dir~ 
eetion. It perched with its back to us, on a fence post close to 
the kestrel‘s house. 

Using binoculars, we decided it was not the kestrel but more 
like a barn owl ( Tyto alba) After two or three minutes it flew, 
passing behind the house, but did not appear on the other side. 
Going down for a closer. look, we flushed it from tong kikuyu grass 
Tt was indeed a barn owl, and carried mouse-sized prey held in its 
bill as it flew to a nearby pine tree and landed on a branch where 
it was nicely silhoutted against what daylight was left. — 

On landing it placed the prey on the brancn and held it with one 
foot. It watched us for a minute or so before eating the prey. 
Last night, heavy rain fell until about 10.30 pm followed by icy 
cold gale-force winds lasting well into today. Probably these concd~- 
itions had been so bad for hunting that the hungry bird had been 
forced to come out exceptionally early that evening. 

J.Johnstone , H. Christensen 


meteuilisbaeoesstheentane’ ane eee et ne AA A AR AC A A, 
a oceeeennainennnnetattt Sd i a 


NOTE ABOUT BIRD ATLAS 


Rereading this I think tt sounds as tf there must be very frequent 
records made, but all that ig wanted ts. one vecord each month for 
each bird seen tn any oné Loeglitys-~-and similarly of course for 
any other localities. 

Jd. GALBRAITH 


LATROBE eee BY PARA LT SR GE)ee ISsur wo 160 APRIL 1877 


: os SBE ‘THoLSOH RIVER: DAL mE: 
int foe Fes report of meeting at Sale March 4th 


Foie Members of our club attended a meeting of the Sale . 
Field Naturalist Club at which four members of the ‘Thomson River . 
Water Resources Joint Committee were present. 


It was stated that the reculated releases of Eee from the 
Thomson River Dam downstream from Cowwarr Weir are to be guaranteed 
at long term average of 121,000 acre feet per annum. The committee. 
was set up to look at competing needs for water from the dam as 
well as the water resources of the Valley. Finally:no decision is 
to be made until the completion. of the Gippsland Lakes Environmen- 
‘tal ‘Study. 


The uses under do are broadly urban. torn supply, 
industrial uses, irrigation systems and environmental needs... 


A report was given on the Lakes Environmental Study so far. 
It is a very thorough study covering fish, birds. algae, etc. 
the stability of the sand dunes with future subdivisions in mind 
and the stress in the lakes from low water inflow and pollution. 


The aim of the committee of the study is the wise use and pres- 
-erpvation of water resources for the benef it of future generations. 


it was stated by one of the speakers that the effect of agr~ 
icultural use of vater is critical and by far the PEBeCet user of 
water at present in the area under consideration. 


The Thomson River Water Resources Joint Committee is ‘trying to 
“avoid committment of water that could be supplied from other res- 
ources- eg. dewatering of coal in the Latrobe Valley does not need 
good water and can probably be supplied from brackish water. 


i The provision of 121, 000 acre feet necessitates higher exp- 
enditure on the dam which “could be built cheaper if Gippsland didn't 
get the suggested allocation. The study before this committee is 
very complex and the committe is looking for information and ideas 
that could be of help in ascertaining the future water needs or 
the dam. This is why they have suggested we mney “SEEUE to forward a 
submission. 

Question time followed these addresses. The eontaminacion of 
Lake Coleman came under consideration. Water supply for towns eg. 
Sale and Heyfield was raised. Water users asked if possible future 
irrisation areas were considered. It was stated that urban water 
supplies were the smallest call on water for the area. 


It was a very interesting evening. I later ascertained that 
the committee had all the reports on vater and river environments 
that we know of. We will forward a submission. dealing with the 
water needs of the environment. 


CARRIE ATS 
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REPORT. OF Coun ITeEE MEETING HELD. wend 22nd LOA 


The matter of wild aees and cats was weitnasl: This problem had 
previously been discussed at the V.F.N.C.A.meeting. 
It was felt that these animals should be declared VERMIN . 
The Secretary would contact the Kieth Turnbull Research Centre for 
their views on the subject. 
We would also ask about the Mallard Duck problem ,they seem to be 
interbreeding with other wild ducks and thus causing problems. 
It was suggested that we write to Mr Hamer regarding the new car 
number plates. Apparently the plates are to have a rose on them 
saying that Victoria is a Garden State. We would ask why the Victor- 
ian floral emblem could not be considered . It may be too late to 
alter the decision ,but we felt that our views should be known. 


Natural History Medallion 

n the advice of Hiss Jean Galbraith we are supporting the nomination 
of Miss Rica Erickson. She is the author of several books about 

wild flowers. 

Moe City Council requested a list of Office Bearers of the Gide 

The cost of the Naturalist was considered. It was decided that there 
be no increase at present, but that we review the situation later on. 
We are just covering costs with subscriptions at present. - — 


Decided that we have some sort of drive for members. We neéd some 
new young members, who would give some vitality to the club. 


Have you_any suggestions????? 


Strzelecki Ranges National Park (Moonlight Creek) 

ereeree 
tir Brooks was concerned about recent purchases of land to enlarze 
the area. Priorities not right, wrong land purchases, many other 
objections , feeling of suppression ete etc. 
If you desire further information about this matter please contact 
lie Brooks, 


Next Committee Meeting will be held on Tuesday. April 19th at the 
home of irs Peterson iu Barry St. Morwell at 7.30 pm. ; 


Supper Roster April 22nd. irs Séott Miss Galbraith. 


a a NN a Snes ge ne a a Nae 

The Associated Field Naturalists Annual iieeting and Get-together 
held at Rokeby during Labor day Weekend was an ungualified success 
due to the forethoug zt and organisation of the host Club, Warragul 
F.N.C. Visitors came from as far as the Murray, from Geelong, 
Central and the Northeast, to meet old friends and make new ones, 
and to exchange views on subjects of interest to all Victorian 
Naturalists. 

E, Lyndon 

A full report of the weekend — pelt appar in a tater tssue 


Office Bearers elected at Annual Heeting Were... 

President Hr Bart Sterkenburg, 1st Vice President ir Moretti~* 
. 2nd vice president ile Thompson 

freasuvrer ily Charles Lester. 
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LATROBE VALLEY FIELD WATURALISTS CLUB 
STATEI! LENE OF RECEIPTS AD BALEARES YEAR ENDED 28th FEBRUARY 1977 


St REL ZO RE EI ee eo 


Ratenae ie oiaieE forward ad larch 1976 # 143.96 
RECEIPTS ee. 
iembershtp Subseripitons':. Re ) 
LOC HAG PU ee tafe 45225 pie. 
1977/1978 tn advance 5.00 — 80.25 
Hagazine Subseripttons ee sc 
LO 77S U7 Tt yee 3812.00 
RD 1197 7/197 8. on advance _21.00 OS cee Oe 
Sale of Books 55.50 
Sale of plants t: i 71.40 
Donattons ry fae Oh e0e 
Refund on account 3.00 
Reservattons Baw Baw | 245.00 
Bank Interest oe B97 759.04 
; . 903.00 


PAZHENTS 


Sisk ae : SATAY 
Donatton (Sereen) $e. » os 18.00 
Reservations Baw Baw Pa eS ee AY 

Books Purchased Ae. 7.00 

Stattonery ; o7.14 
Wreath (Mr Seantan) | 10.50 

Paper Cups (suppers) — : ; $3.46 

Petty Cash aie £5 ; . 45.00 
Vaturaltst lagaztne 316.28 739.99. 
Balance carrted forward 28 February 1977 Hr 470.68 
il. J.P. Lubeke MU. McNamara 
Honorary Treasurer Honorary Auditor 


_SVAMP FLOWERS 
On our way to join the Christmas party at ilarracan Falls in 
Decenper, we passed ,just out of Thorpdale village, one of those 
danmed gullies choked by the introduced water grass Glyceria maxtma 
This ts a rampant weed that forns rafts of roots and leaves that 
partly float on the surface, pushing the water outwards on each side, 
a very doubtful blessing in that picturesque countryside. 


On our way home from Baw Baw tn January we detoured to see 
this gully. The paddock had been harvested and was thus easter of 
acces. A mauve colour over tie area was eaused by a tall groutng 
willow herb, an Eptlobium spectes, thrusting its flowers well above 
the grass. Due to the expanse of mud and water on each etde of thts 
flowery raft I was unabte to collect a speetinen for eloser ident~ 


tfteatton. Ellen Lyndon. 


LATROBE VALLEY NATURALIST 


Details of contributing clubs are as follows:- 


CLUB HON. SECRETARY MEETINGS 

LATROBE VALLEY F.N.C. Mrs I. Peterson, 7.30 p.m. on 4th Friday of 
14 Barry Street, each month, Yallourn Primary School 
MORWELL. 3840 Yallourn. 


"Phone 34.2129 


SALE F.N.C. Mr. N. Williams, 8.00 p.m. on ist Friday of 


8 Antares Avenue, each month, Regional Arts Centre, 
SALE. 3850 McAlister Street, Sale. 
TRARALGON F.N.C. Mr. J. Wall, 8.00 p.m. on ist Friday of 
156 Kay Street, ‘each month, City Council 
TRARALGON, 3844 Reception Rooms, Traralgon. 


"Phone 74,1948 


WARRAGUL F.N.C. Mr. J. Brooks, 8.00 p.m. on 3rd Friday of 
; 3 Nobel Street, each month, Public Library, 
WARRAGUL, 3820 Warragul. 


"Phone 231563 


BAIRNSDALE F.N.C. Mr. E.V. Barton, 
13 Turnbull Street, 
BAIRNSDALE. 3875 
‘Phone 52,3792 
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a 


Due March Ist, payable to Hon. Treasurer Mrs E. Lubcke, 
122a Helen Street, 
MORWELL. 3840 
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COUTHG EVENTS 


Warragul F.N.C. 
Meeting Friday lay 20th 

Mr and lirs A.Hore 

“Carnarvon Mattonal Park Qld ” 
Eucurston Sunday ilay 22nd 

Contaet Seeretary for details 


er 


Latrobe Valley F.U.C. 
Meeting Friday May 27th 


My McFarlane “Mammats of Gippsland" 


Exeurston Saturday May 28th Evening 
Meeting Place Vtetory Park Traralgon at 6.30pm 


Members attending excurston are asked to have thetr meal 
before teaving. also to have warm elothes, torehes etc. 


Traratgon F.i.C. 


Meeting Friday June 3rd 
‘menbers night" 
Excurston To be arranged, Contact Secretary 


for details. 
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THE FLINDERS RANGES 


After the Annual iieeting March 25th Mr Moretti shared his hol- 
iday to the Flinders Ranges with us.The trip was in the drought so 
not many flowers were seen, however trees, spectacular scenery and 
the history of the area made the trip most interesting. ay 


The trip began at Traralgon going through Mildura, Mt. Gambier 
Burra Burra, the Flinders Ranges and home through Broken Hill and 
Wyperfeld Nat. Park. Early in the trip a stop was made at Burra, 
an old copper mining townwhich has a history of colourful days when 
Cornishmen, Welsh, German, Irish, English end Spaniards worked 
either in the mines or for them. The original homes of the Cornish 
men who lived in caves dug in the banks are still to be seen. 

Other terrace houses of the era and mining buildings etc. have 
since been taken over by the National Trust. 


lip Moretti arrived at Wilpena pound in the Flindere Ranges. 
It is described as being a huge amphitheatre, a wonderful mountain 
basin and the early pastoralists were struck by its general app- 
earance of a pound ... an enclosure for stock. One record states _ 
that the native name for Wilpena means “the place of bent fingers" 
a man can reproduce a miniature Wilpena Pound by partly clenching 
his fingers and slightly cupping his hand. The peaks in the wall 
also suggest gigantic, half closed fingers. It was almost 10 years 
after Eyre first saw the ranges that William chace, a very colour- 
ful character of the era, examined the pound, found Arkaba Creek 
and Aroona to the North and the Chace Range in 1850. 


The original Wilpena homestead is still to be seen and is quite 
a tourist attraction. On the trip through the pound very early in 
the morning quite a lot of kangaroos ane emus were sighted. 
Many -Galahs, white Cockatoos and Ravens are there to be seen and 
heard all day long. One of the peaks, Ht Mary had a cap of snow 
earlier in the year which seems unbelievable. : 


‘Mr Moretti decided that the best way to obtain an overall 5. 
picture of the ranges in the limited time was to fly, which proved — 
quite an adventure. The views obtained from the plane were outstan | 
ding and showed the shape of the pound to advantage. The circle of 
jagged peaks with only one entrance, most of the peaks are named 
after early settlers. — : ; 


This whole range of mountains are some of the oldest in the 
country and are well weather worn and eroded besides having been 
heaved again and again by movements of the earth over the millions: 
of years they have existed. Al] this’ is written in the strata of 
the rocks which tell a clear picture to the Geologist. Artists come 
from all places to paint the rugged mountains, the beautiful vall- 
eys, the trees etc. Colour Photographers find the area a drean. 
The River Red Gum (2.camaldulensis) are a feature of the area. 

One can trace the rivers, even if there is no water in them by the 
lines of these beautiful trees, other trees in hte area are the 
Casuarina, Acacia and Native Pine . The Grass Tree is very common. 


contd 5 oee ' 
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THE FLINDERS RANGES CONTD. 


Mr Horetti flew over the rugged Bunyeroo Gorge,the slides showed 
the beauty of the area. Views of the pound from the outside and 

a beautiful view over the Aroona Valley and Parachilna-were seen. 
The Opal fields were another jaunt. The party were all given a 
small screwdriver and sent down the mine... with instructions that 
" if you feel you've hit glass, go easy it could be opal”. 

After working solidly for an hour no opal was found ...however 
their hopes had been high for the whole time. 

The Hawker, Simontown, Gordon and tWillochra country has a past also. 
Mr Moretti found it hard to believe as he drove through the barren ' 
looking country that several other towns had been planned and that 
large quantities of wheat were grown in the 1870's, enough to keep 
two flour mills workingin Hawker, two at Quorn and one each at 
Wilmington, Helrose and port Augusta. Today there is not one north 
of Laura.This is a marginal wheat growing area, with unreliable 
rainfall and subject to severe drought. For all that the people 
still tried to grow wheat and hope for the rains that never came. 
The scattered , crumbling, roofless homes and lonely graves tell a 
heartbreaking story. It is recorded that the Willochra Plains, | 
before the cultivation started had a fair cover of Saltbush and 
that in good seasone the wildflowers grew as high as the belly of 
a horse.Cultivation destroyed the native vegetation and in the 
following yearsthere was no plant cover to hold the soil thus the 
erosion now evident took place. 


The Great Wall of China is one of many geological features of 
the area. This very steep escarpment runs parallel to the road at 
the top of a steep hill for some distance and as its name indicates 
has a striking resemblance to the famous Chinese wall. In the slide 
of the wall Mr Moretti pointed out the severe erosion taking place 
a good deal of it due to Feral goats that roam the Ranges, getting 
into most inaccessible places. Further along was the town of Blinman 
an .old copper mining town of about 100 people. In its prime this 
town boasted a population of 1,000 ?! . Still further north the 
thriving town of Leigh Creek situated on the open , treeless plains 
and subjected to severe dust storms now has a population of 1,000. 
The Coal mine at Leigh Creek has had a chequered career . It started 
as a private venture about 1890. Several companies were to go bank- 
rupt over the years, due to the depth of the coal overburden, and 
also the distance from the nearest large town. The coal was of inf- 
erior quality to the N.S.W. coal Private enterprise ended and after 
some time the Government took over the project, using the open cut 
method of mining . Lack of water was a problem so a large dam has 
been built in the Aroona Gorge, where permanent springs feed the 
Arcona Creek. Windy and Emu Creeks both help to fill this dam, ~ 
making the catchment area of about 280 square miles.This dam is 
now a tourist attraction... all that water in the harsh, dry country 
seems hard to believe. A decent railway linking the mine with Port 
Augusta had to be re-routedas the old narrow gauge line had many 
steep sections, limiting the loads which could be hauled along. 


COmtdhe res 
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: THE FLIHDERS RAGES : S239 bees (CONCH« s saui.>; 
This decisiom caused an uproar as several towns, were by-passed.... 
‘Beltana" is one such town where the beautifully built station now 
stands lonely and deserted. The Railway Historical. people are : 
restoring the old narrow gauge line and running tourist trains through. 
Pichi Richi Pass. this :would be a lovely trip as the Pass is very | 
beautiful. . oats 

Aboriginal carvings were seen in the Sacred Canyon just off the 
Hawker-Blinman Road. these carvings are reported to be thousands of 
years old. In earlier times there were several trihes of aboriginals 
living in the area but the advent of white men with their different 
life style brought many clashes and the rapid decline of the large 
population of aboriginals. The story is one of tragedy, misuse and 
misunderstanding. 5 sp Z 

Mr Moretti saw the Flinders Ranges in drought so he did not see 
the famous wild hops or Salvation Jane in flower, though neither are 
native they have taken over certain areas and are a feature of the 
ranges in a good season.It wasn't until he arrived at the Flying 
Doctor Base at Broken Hill that he saw the Sturt Desert Pea. 

Everyone who ever travels to that area hopes to see this beautiful 
flower and I am pleased Mr Moretti finally saw it and took such an 
excellent slide. ; j ae 
Final slides were on the homeward trip and of the Murray and 
Darling rivers joining at Wentworth. Two magnificent rivers that 
have played a big part in the development of that area. au sate 
At Wyperfeld ir Moretti saw some hundreds of kangaroos and .. 
it seemed to him that there were too many for the park to carry. 
Several slides of father emu with a brood of 7 chicks were another 
highlight. mg: Resondeniny : : cy ss 
Giving the commentary of his trip was Mr Moretti's final gesture 
to members as President. | bce seeps, . 
or as Iris Peterson 
| WARRAGUL F.N.C. WOTES Nee one ae 

Welcome to new members and families ; Dr ilePhate, Miss B. Gough. 
Mrs D.Gough, lr J.Whetan. It ts hoped that these members and their. 
familtes will be able to jotn us at meetings and excurstons.. 

My Whelan ts the acting ranger for the Moonttght Creek Park and. 
with his wife Heather are living at. Seaviev. . ay 
Recently in the park the Whelans identtfted a Ptgmy Possum, unfort- 
unately tt had dted of natural equses and was returned to mother 
earth. We were grateful to Miss galbratth for her article about the 
possum in a recent L.V.Waturalist , and realtse tt was quite a find. 


Being autumn, the elub has been looking at berries. We found the 
turquotse berry on an excursion east of ileerim South in March, and 
for the April excursion we travelled to the western end of the 
Thomson Valley Road, where we found the Baw Baw Berry, Lilac Berry, 
Alpine pepper, wax berry and the rough and shiny coprosma. 


Haney Brooks. 


ee 
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SONG AUSTRALIAY WATIOUAL PARKS AND RESERVES contd.. 


‘The most southern of the Queensland National Parks which was 
pictured and described. for us was Girraveen (meaning place of 
flowers) with its stream running over smooth granite, gathering 
in pools and waterfalls; where flowers grow amongst the rocks and 
the forest round it is bright in spring with wattle and boronia 
and golden Phebalium whitei.. 

Girraween is near the Queensland bone between eemenne and 
Tenterfield in N.S.W. 


peuhe travellers went to Moree Sewerage Reserve in N.S.W. with 
its many water birds then to Mt. Kaputar national park near Narrabri 
and then to the Warrumbungles where volcanic plugs remind one of 
the Glass house Mountains. The most spectacular one "The Breadknife" 
in its high sharp narrowness, looked even more incredible than 
Crookneck, most arresting of the Glasshouse plugs. 


In the Warrumbungles we saw more rock formations than flow- 
ers, but there are flowers in abundance, many intand. wattles and 
heaths and orchids, and cool.streams amongst violets; and many . 
birds. "And now" said lirs Brewster as we came back oath a sense 
of unreality from far places to Yallourn, ‘here is a bonus for 
watching so patiently". The “bonus" was six excellent slides of 
the eclipse of the sun last October. We enjoyed them, but we needed 
no banus for seeing 48 of australia's national parks on a wonderful 
evening. ~— 

Another “bonus! for some of us was the pleasure of having 
lirs Brewster's mother, lirs Bennet, with us. She is a member of 
F.N.C.V. who has visited us from time to time. For me her presence 
brought back memories of days when we worked together at AC ahs 
wildflower shows 45 years ago. a nh C EEL Drie 


A TL 


ROADSIDE CONSERVAT IOI 


If the public wishes to voice any concern about roadside 
conservation or planning or about any specific problem on a road 
way, or more general matters it is suggested that they:- — 


1. Contact the Shire or the Local Government Body concerned to 
find out the relevant details about any roadside litter, vegetation 
damage, future plans, about a specific roadway. 

2. Contact this committee at the address given and telephone : 
number where messages can be left. 

3. At the same time you can contact yourShire or City Councillors 
your C.R.B . or other Agency! s District Officer or Hember of 
Government, whichever is available. 


Roadside Conservation Committee, c/ Victorian Environment Centre 
324 William St. Melbourne | 
Victoria  =.'PHONE 329-. 5377 


+ oe “ : ~ + 


LATROBE VALLEY WATURALIST (5) ISSUE io. 161 WAY 1977 
THE BREWSTERS Til QUEENSLAND contd Feb. 


There were two of last season's nests belonging to Sun Birds 
- long oval shaped collections of small bark pieces, dried grass 
held together by cobwebs and hanging from wires beside. buildings. 

The circular side entrance holes eineGEEase just large enough for the 
birds. 

As one of the Gentenany year celebpations, » eaten City Council 
ismaking a series of Centennial Lakes in the swamp which lies in the 
hollow below the Botanic Gardens. Just before dark one evening we 
found Ibis - both white and straw-necked, Little Egrets, Ducks 
Mudlarks. During a daytime walk up the hills and gullies behind the 
Botanic Gardens there were Rufous Fantails, Grey-breasted Silver~. 
eyes, Fig-birds, Noisy Miners, Noisy Enda, Birds, Yellow Robins and 
Woneyeaters. 

We had a birding day with one of the F.Nats. - first in dry 
forest country of the Davies Creek National Park and then in the 
rain forest. At Davies Creek we felt more at home in the bush and - 
were able to recognise lots of plants - though not specific names. 


ilere were Lewin Honeyeaters, Dusky Honeyeaters, Sulvereyes, Rainbow 
Birds, Sun Birds, Grey Pantails, Spiny Cheeked Iloneyeaters. 

Along the edges of the rain forest were Grey Swiftlets, Red-backed 
Wrens, Silvereyes, Lesser Lewin tioneyeaters, Topknot Pigeons, East- 
ern Whipbirds (with a slightly different call from our Victorian one) 
In the forest were Rufous Fantails , Spectacled and Pied. Flycatchers 
Spotted Catbirds, Noisy Friar Birds, Yellow Fisbirds and a Wampoo 


Pigeon. 
2 The next day we saw 9recognised) our first Brahminy Kite - 


and they've been with us for 600 miles since! They were in the Clump 
Point (iMIssion Beach) area as well as. Rufous Fantails, Dusky Pantene 
Pied :Flycatchers, Cassowaries, White Breasted Sea Eagles, Wompoo 
Pigeons, Topknot Pigeons , Sunbirds, Kingfishers BEONES and Azure , 
and groups of unidentified Finches. : ; 


At Wallaman Falls we could again necosnise some shrubs and 
trees (Pimelia sp, Casuarinas, Banksias ) and saw Grey Fantails, Pied 
Flycatchers and a Brush Turkeys interesting bird behaviour where 
there was a slow fire in open forest beside the road- a line of Kites 
Ravens and Hawks sitting alone the road waiting for lizards, snakes 
mice ete. to run from the. fire to their waiting beaks. Often we see 
flights of Kites hovering in a certain area and then discover there 
is a fire below them and the birds are waiting for quick snacks. 


Roadside swamps and streams usually have Grebes, Egrets, 
Herons, Ibis. Eastern Swamphens, Pelicans, Cormorants. One delight-- 
ful stream fringed with blue waterlilies had a pair of Lotus-birds 
foraging among the leaves. Twice Pheasants Coucals. have crossed the - 
road in front of us. 


In the Pandanus Palm behind our van in Rockhampton Blue- 
faced Honeyeaters were nesting and the nest was often approached 
by three or four birds. 

B.& O.Brevater 


Ce er Enea et ne SO Oe OT Sm eee ere 
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REPORT OF COMMITTEE MEETING HELD APRIL 19th 1977 _ 


Ye were advised that as from February 1977 we were to pay for 
the use of our meeting room at the school . Cost to be $2.00 per 
night. We would pay for one year in advance 


Literature received from the Public Interest Reaeecen Group 
PIRG. This was in ne Rerenceston “the outfall sewer eoulet on the 
ninety mile beach. 
also connected with this group is the Coastal Environment Study. 
Members free to support any of these groups if they wish. © 
All literature with the Secretary and tabled at meetings. 


‘Wembership Campaign. The President desires us all to take part 


“-“in- an effort to attract some “new Blood to our club. 


Decided that we would have a display in the iioe Library. Also to 


ogee if we could place some notices on public notice boards. 
“Have pamphlets printed for distribution. Posters to be made. 


All members to be encouraged to introduce a new person to the club. 


_ Publications received. Ecos February 1977 
pact. ¥ C.C.V.Newsletter MArch 1977 
C.C.V.Minutes cf Annual Meeting. 


Mr Gaulton would be the speaker at the June meeting. 


Advice from Mr McFarlane re the evening excursion May 28th. 
As previously stated. Bring torches and warm clothing,etc. 
Excursion to last approx imately 3% hours. 


. Supper Roster May 27th Mr and lirs Ringin 


Next. Committee meeting to be held on Tuesday May 24th at ‘anv home 
of tr and Mrs Thompson, Downies Lane , Traralgon South. 7.30 pm. — 


We learnt with sadness of the death of our former member 

ifr V.Jernakov. He was a regular attender at meetings and excursions 
during the years he lived in Yallourn. In more recent times he 
lived in America where he died on February 15th 1977. 


“Another sad note was struck on Friday April 23rd when the president 
announced that our friend Heather Christensen had died that day. 
liany people were shocked by this news as they had not realised how 
ill she was recently. Members contributed towards flowers but we 
were then advised that all flower money should be siven toa the 
Anti Cancer Council. 


SUBSCRIPTIONS SUBSCRIPTIONS SUBSCRIPTIONS 


Please forward your annual subscription if not already paid. 
You will not receive the Naturalist after June issue if you are 
not financial. We are generous for the first three months but 
after that we have to be a bit hard on the unfinancial members. 


Subscription amounts payable advised on back page. 


LATROBE VALLEY NATURALIST 


Detatls of contrtbuting elubs are as follows: 


CLUB 


LATROBE VALLEY F.N.C. 


SALE F.N.C. 


TRARALGOW F..C. 


WARRAGUL F.W.C. 


BAIRNSDALE F.N.C. 


SUBSCRIPIIONS 


ee eee 


HOW SUCRETARY 


lirs I.Peterson 
14 Barry Street, 
HORWELL 3840 
"Phone 342129 


Mrs J.Gooch 

Futham R.S.D. 
SALE 3850 
"Phone 443441 


Mr J.Stott 
48 Gilmour St. 
Traralgon 3844. 


lir J.Brooks 

38 Nobel Street 
Warragut 8820 
"Phone 281563 


ir H.V.Barton 


13 Turnpult Street 
Batrnddalte 3875 


"Phone 5623792 


Due March ist, payable to Hon Treasurer 


Waturattist Sisk 


Family $4.50 


LATROBE VALLEY NATURALIST 


————_ 


HEEL LIUGS 


7.30pm.on 4th Friday 
of each month, Yatlourn 
Primary Sehool 
YALLOURI. 


8.00 pm on Ist Frtday 
each month, Regtonat 
Arts Centre, Macalister 
Street. SALE. 


8.00pm on Ist Friday 
each month, City Council 
Receptton Rooms TRARALGOI 


8.00pm. on ard Friday 


each month. Public 


Library, WARRAGUL 


lir C.Lester 
61 Strzgeleckt Rd. 
YALLOURN 8838 


Single Member $4.00 


ts the offictal publication of the Latrobe Vatley Freld Naturaltst 
Club. Contributions on any aspeet of Vatural History are tnvited 
from MEMBERS OF ALL CLUBS and should be addressed to: 


Hon. Editor, Mrs L.Padfteld, 


99 Chamberlain Road 
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COMING EVENTS 


Traralgon F.N.C. 
Meeting: Friday July 1st 
No details available 


Warragul F.N.C. 


Meeting: Friday June 17th 
Mp John Cunningham from Crown Lands 
Department. 
Excursion: Sunday June 19th 


Contact Secretary for details 


Latrobe Valley F.N.C. 


Meeting: Friday June 24th Mr R.Gaulton 
"Geology " and Kangaroo Fossils 

Excursion: Saturday June 25th 

Meeting Place: Yallourn Library at 10.00 am 


Mr Gaulton as leader. 


Excursion October 15th to Cowwarr with 
Mrs Lyndon. 
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ASSOCIATED FIELD WATURALISTS WEEKEND . 


The Annual Meeting and Get-together of VFNA was held in the 
Warragul area this year, hosted with great success by Warragul F.N.C. 
A wonderfully interesting and varied program was arranged for 
people who came from many parts of Victoria. F.N.C.V. ran a bus and 
their President, Mrs Corrick, came with her husband. Dan Me INnes 
brought a display of books and microscopes for country members to 
browse through and many local bookshelves have received a boost. 


Glen Cromie camping park is a gem of a place, complete with 
tall timber surrounds, a river and bell birds, and a gate that is 
locked at night to keep out undesirables! The Rokeby Hall nearby 
was the venue for the two evening meetings where members exchanged 
views on a number of subjects. Members slides shown on Sunday 
evening were outstanding, dealing with many facets of natural hist- 
ory. Supper was served by local ladies on each night. 


On Saturday afternoon we all went out to the lit Worth and 
Moonlight Creek area, with a pause to visit the ranger's cottage on 
recently acquired farmland. A point of interest here is the very 
large tree of Notelaea , the Privet il0ck--olive, in the yard. 

Uncommon nowadays, we usually see it as a big shrub, but this one at 
Mt Worth is evidently a relic of the original forest, a solid sprea~ 
ding tree. Some difficulty was experienced here in unhooking the 

bus travellers from the lusciuosly laden blackberry bush on the | 
front lawn. The tour proceeded via licDonald's Track to Sargasser's 
Road and Possum Hollow, where ali descended for a walk and a talk 
by Jack and Nancy. Brooks on the National Park that is gradually 
taking shape. 

Next morning, in glorious autumn weather, the long cavalcade 
of bus and cars wended its way through some of the most picturesque 
farming country in the State, by way of Neerim to the forests of : 
Noojee. Thence by narrow bush tracks, with occasional stops to exp-. © 
lore the deep fern gullies and the historic mill sites, quite a 
change for our visitors from Northern and Central regions. 

This country was once criss-crossed by timber tramways and lively 
with engine and mill whistles, all faithfully echoed by the Lyre- 
birds in their time. A fern enthusiast came up with one of the rarest 


of filmy ferns, Hymenophyllum rapum. It takes a sharp eye to pick 
this one out from the commoner members of that family. - 
The homeward route brought us out near Powelltown where we map- 


velled at the deep Fern-filled holes that marked the collapsed tunnel 
that carried the tram lines under the hill known as the Bump. 


ON monday morning, in rising temperatures we all went out to 
Crossover, to inspect a bush reserve. It incorporates the cuttings . 
of the old Noojee Railway, now filled with an assortment of ferns 
and foliage like a natural g0rge. Lunch was taken here in the shade 
when the usual thanks and compliments, all of them well deserved, 
were passed to our hosts. Many people then took their departue. 

The hardy survivors spent the rest of the day in the cool depths of 

Glen Nayook. Congratulations to Warragul members on their smooth 

organisation of such an action packed and happy weekend. nyanon 
7. LYWDOR 
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Getkoa? SCnEnaNAvook 
Harch 26th was the® ‘ee: ‘for the~ Sas: excursion to Glen Nayook. 
Vie met our leaders My and Iirs Brooks in Warragul and travelled alongs 
the Neerim Road passing the beautiful countryside. Stopping at one 
place we saw what was once a beautiful.gully , but now only dead- 


Blackwood trees remained. We wondered what caused these trees to 

die .At the site of the Neerim Railway Station on the old Noojee 
Railway we stopped to admire the old'‘trees. There was a large 
Angophora floribunda which was much photographed. In one of the other 
large trees were Gang Gang Cockatoos. We could hear them at first 
and had to look for some time before we could see them. 


‘We then moved on our way , all admiring the wonderful views 
as we wound along the road to Glen Nayook. The cars were manouvered 
into the parking area. Most of us wanted lunch but were persuaded 
that a short walk would do us better. : 
The Glen is a wonderful area with many ferns and other. plants which 
were a delight to see as we walked (or slipped ) along the wet 
paths. Our leaders knew this area so well and could point out the 
many special things growing here. Some notable species were+ 
Austral Mulberry Hedyrarya . -AangUettfotéa Elderberry Panax 
Tieghemopanaz sanbucifolius Mountain Ash #.regnans liountain Correa 
CC. tawrenetana Prickly Currant BushCoprosma quadrtfida Bootlace 
Bush Pimelea axtflora. 
There were many ferns as we walked beside a ‘strean. We climbed £0 
Lookout Rock which overlooked a mass of ferns in the gully below. 
lir and iirs Brooks have complete lists of the flora of this area, 
so I will mention a few of the ferns. : 
Batwing, Kangaroo, Hard Water, ilother Shield, Strap Water fern, a 
delicate Necklace Fern on rocks, Many others but too numerous to! 
mention. . 
Walking out of this wonderful area in the E seereor sunshine 
and later showers there were views of Mt Worth in the far distance. 
One of the party saw a Lyrebird as ey walked back-to the cars. 


__ Back at the cars it was time for ‘afternoon tea and the usual 
chat about the things we had seen, tir Sterkenburg thanked our 
_ leaders. for a most interesting day . It then was raining quite 
heavily as we all went our several ways home. L. Padfield 


"WEEDS" 
Tatk *) E. Lyndon Ee VOR 

For: nen ‘talk Mrs Lyndon spoke of what she described as one of 
the most fascinating branches of plant study, that of BS historic 
herbs, weeds and poisonous plants. 


Many of these are pest plants that have entered the country 
as ullegal immigrants and have prospered along the roadsides and 
in waste places or persistently popped up in our garden beds all 
uninvited. It must be remembered that a weed is merely a plant out 
of place, and one country's weeds are another country's wildflowers. 
contd...pp3 


& 
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_YEEDS Saeeerareemene rere 


Almost every garden plant; whether: acl or cherised flower, 
has been put to use in one way on another for medicinal or culinary 
purposes since history began. Many of the garden weeds. we pull up 
and toss. over the fence were brought out by our first settlers for 
some. particular use, but we have forgotten their properties, either 
real or imaginary. It would surprise members if they could read a 
list of medicinal plants still in use nae paee toes and herbalists 
at the present time. ~ : 


The uses of herbs are much Deb ivereen: easeer and the bookstalls 
ave flooded with highly colored herbals, some of the claims made 
in them being a trifle extravagant. In olden times lots of magic 
and plenty of good ale or wine was incorporated in the remedies, 
which, if they didnt cure the patient, certainly cheered him imm-~ 
ensely. One writer quoted freely from another down the ages and 
it is quite an entertainment to read through some of the old herb~- 
als. In Elizabethan times the clod floors of castles and cottages 
were strewn with rushes, with strongly scented herbs mixed. withit 
to act as disinfectants when tramped upon, and to sweeten the ainr.. 
-Pomanders of dried leaves and flower petals were carried by the 
gentry as antidotes to the evil humours of the filthy streets, 
where all-slops and refuse were thrown. Later , in Victorian times, 
ladies carried sweetly scented nosegays to church, to smell at ~ 
during the long sermons, when they were likely to feel fdint in 
their tightly laced gowns. ; 


Aromatic ° plants are sometimes used by birds in lining their 
nests perhaps as disinfectants or insect repellants around their | 
young. Back in the thirties Edith Coleman was writing in the Vict- 
orian Naturalist on this very subject. 


. The speaker recounted some of her experiences: when: working in - 
‘the flax fields and herb gardens of South Australia during the war 
years, and went on to describe some of the virtues and the uses 
of such well known herbs as pargzey and garlic, balm and borage, 
chicory and dandelions. - Among the harmful plants commonly seen along 
our roadsides the Poison Hemlock ranked high. Oleanders were much 
favoured by councils for street planting. Christmas eis and Ivy 
were grown. in many gardens, to name Dut a few. 


Little work seems to have been done on the possibilities ‘of native 
plants, although the Hop Bitter-pea is sometimes gathered and dried 
to make a tonic tea, said to be a palliative for rheumatism and 
other complaints. The Kangaroo Apple is grown commercially in: some 
countries for ita drug content. The tropical shrub. Duboisia was 
used in war time to make a. substitute for quinine, — 


To TaUllise: trate certain Sones of her talk lirs Lyndon brought 
along.a collection of fresh and dried plants and roots gathered 
from gardens and country lanes , as well, as some uncommon weeds 
for further identification. 


p. Iyndon 
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THE GENTLE MAMMALS I Kijot 
Three years ago I knew little about them, except I wanted to 
join them. “Who are they?" you may ask. I am convinced that Field 
Naturalists' are Nature's Gentlefolk, they are the most gentle 
mammals I know. Individuals and dreamers they may be, but they are 
also’keen observers of Nature. - 


They come alive during excursions into the bush - enthusiastic 
botanists, avid bird observers and entemolosists. They tread care- 
fully through the bush to give the smallest insect a chance to play 
its part in the ecology. Reptiles are observed, photographed and 
quietly passed by. I often repeat a remark I heard when I was out 
on my first excursion," there is room for all." 


They are patient teachers to beginners, repeatingbotanical names 
of species, which have not penetrated the dull crey cell of the new 
comers. Gradually one begins to observe and learn. 


Now that “ecolosy® and “conservation” are the “in words", they 
are consulted on controversial issues, which they debate; but always 
without partiality. 


' Thanks to my new found friends, I can look and see now, whereas 
before I looked and saw nothing; and I have learned to appreciate 
the flora and fauna which goes to make up this large dry continent 
in the Southern Hemisphere. ; 


To those who hesitate to join a Field Naturalists'Group because 
of lack of knowledge, I say “grasp the opportunity,” because from 
these gentle people there is a fund of knowledge to be learned. 


J.ii. Serjeantson 
The above article appeared in “The Clenatts* a itagaztne produced 
by Batrnsdale Field ilaturalists' Club. ilovember 1976. 
It has been reprinted iier with permtisston of the author and Batrns- 
dale Field iJaturalists'’ Club. 


US Ts ist a Be a a en 
_ PIGHY POssuit 


: Whilst tree~ felling near Won Wron Mr Keith Lambert found a 
female pigmy possum in a tree that had been felled, and brought it 

home to photograph it before releasing it (or taking it to the Dep- 
artment of Fisheries and Wildlife), if it was wanted for study. . 


Oigmy Possums are rarely seen and those of us who saw the one 
from Won Wron were deeply interested. It was a beautiful little crea- 
ture ~ a Ringtail in miniature with soft fur, large eyes and a ring 
tail usually curled like a watch spring. When curled in a ball (its 
usual resting position) it was much smaller than the palm of my hand. 


At the beginning of winter Pigmy Possums have, under normal 
conditions, a very fat tail; the inch or more near the base being 
noticably thickened by the fat stored init to carry its owner through 
the lean months of winter, when, though not actually hibernating the 
little possums may sleep for days at a time during cold weather, their 
body temperature much lowered. ) - contd... pps 
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PIGMY POSSULM contd. 

The litle possum from Won Wron was quiet and friendly pense 
licking honey from a finger tip, and eating spiders and small insects. 
During the day it slept in a small box, amongst pieces of wool, but 
was more wakeful though not apparently restless at night. 


Nectar from flowers is an important part of the food of pigmy 
possums and as Saw Banksias are abundant in the forest where this 
one was found Banksia neatar was probably a usual food. ; 
As nectar is not nearly as strong as honey one would expect honey 
diluted with water would be nearer the usual food, but the little 
captive possum refused the diluted honey after one taste and turned 
very definately to the pure honey it had been given earlier. 


It was lent to me for a while so that several people could photogr- 
aph it, but on the first evening, after I fed it, I closed the box 
and went to hear Mr Bechervaises' talk. When we returned Mr Becherv- 
aise decided to photograph it that night, as next morning it would 

be asleep. It was too late. I. should have put a weight on the lid. 
The box was empty. ; 


Not at all hopefully I set a Soe nee baited with a faeces OF 
peanut butter, honey and oatmeal. The scent of this is attractive 
to most small native mammals. On the. fifth morning I found the small 
possum curled up asleep in the trap. 


BVEDY: day for about a wea someone came to photograph it and the 
possum's tail seemed to grow visibly fatter as it ate well and had 
little excercise - It did not drink at all. toward the end of the 
week, when I took the possum out for its paper meal, it was rest-. 
less, as it had not been before, and the paper lining ‘of its box 


was pulled into tatters. 


Meanwhile Mr Lambert had made it a fine new very mic larger box 
in which he meant to keep it a .little Rea to take some.more 
pictures. | 

Just before he came for it I took ait from its now very ragged 
box to have its evening meal, but it refused food(for the first time) 
suddenly twisted out of my hand and ran behind a built in book case. 
That was a week ago . I am still setting the box trap, hopefully, —, 
but hardly expecting to see it again. I do not think it will SesE 
If hungry it would probably come “out for the honey mixture, or 
escape into the garden in one of ene ways a small Pigmy . possum can, 
leave an. Oe. INGNNEIS Yee She aie 


J. GALBRAITH 


IN eee ‘swamps behind Biddy's Cove at the Prom 13/2/77, _there were 
many day-flying black and white moths of medium size. One was cap- 
tured for identification..It was Phalaenoides tristifica.. IN ete 
caterpillar stage the larvae feed on Epilobium, the willow herb 
which was not uncommon among the small swampland flowers there. 
This moth also inhabits our high country, for my notes say we coll- 
ected one on a club trip to Mt HOwitt some years ago. 


LE. Lyndon 
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REPORT OF COWMITT@HE WEETING HELD VAY 24th 1877 


It was unfortunate that our excursion for April 23rd was 
cancelled due to the petrol strike. We agreed to hold this outing 
later on this year in October. 


Mr Gaulton would be the speaker for June 24th in the enecence 
of a speaker on Birds. He would speak about “Ground Water" and tell 
us more of the Kangaroo Fossil story. -The-excursion would be to the 
Tyens area, meeting at Yallourn Library at 10.00. am. June 25th. 


‘The Youth Hostels Association Group. will be. visiting the area 
on Sunday 14th August. They have requested a leader for an excursion 
to Tarra Valley Bulga Park . The Secretary to write to them saying: 
that it is not a good time to visit these places and suggesting an 
alternative arrangement. Members welcome to join in this outing. 
More details later on. 


The President announced that he would be absent for the 
meetings to be held during August. Vice Presidents to stand in. 


A letter was received from the Moe city Council requesting 
us to nominate someone for the DECASMA award, recognising a Souultteeiey 
minded citizen (not necessarily from Moe) 
DECASHMA is Development, Education, Culture , Art, Sport, Moe Award. 
We had thought of a nominee from our club Dut discovered that they, 
had declined nomination at one other time. 
Secretary to advise Council to this effect. 


We were all delighted to see a copy of the book by Miss Jean 
Galbraith, ‘Collins Field Guide to the WILDFLOWERS of South East 
Australia. We have all waited many years to see the results of her 
labours, and congratulate her on this publication. 

The Club is proud to be ass ociated with her work. 
Miss Galbraith has donated one copy of the book to the club library. 


Supper Roster June 24th Mr and Mrs Lubcke 


Next Committee meeting will be held at the home of lr and Mrs Branson 
13 Cross St, Serie ORE) JUne 21st at 7.30 Dats 


LATROBE VALLEY WATURALIST 


Details of contrtbuting clubs are as follows: 


CLUB HON SECRETARY HEETIUGS 


LATROBE VALLEY F.N.C. Mrs I.Peterson 7.30pm.on 4th Friday 
14 Barry Street, of each month, Yallourn 
NORWELL 3840 Primary Sehoot 


"Phone 342129 YALLOURI. 
SALE F.N.C. Mrs J.Gooch 8.00 pm on Ist Frtday 
Futham R.S.D. each month, Regtonal 
SALE 3850 Arts Centre, Macalister 
"Phone 443441 Street. SALE. 
TRARALGON-F.N.C. Mr J.Stott 8.00pm on Ist Friday 
_ 48 Gilmour St. each month, City Counetl 
Traralgon 3844. Receptton Rooms TRARALGOI] 
WARRAGUL F.W.C. lr J.Brooks 8.00pm. on 3rd Friday 
38 Nobel Street each month. Public 
Warragul 3820 Library, WARRAGUL 
"Phone 281568 — 
BAIRNSDALE F.N.C. My E.V.Barton 


18 Turnbull Street 
Batrngdale 8875 
"Phone 5238792 


SUBSCRIPTIONS 
Due March test, payable to Hon Treasurer liv C.Lester 
61 Strzeleckt Rd. 
YALLOURN 3838 
Waturaltst $3.50 Family $4.60 Single Member $4.00 


LATROBE VALLEY WATURALIST 


is the official publication of the Latrobe Valley Ftetd Naturalist 
Club. Contrtbuttons on any aspect of Natural History are tnvited 
from MEMBERS OF ALL CLUBS and should be addressed to: 
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COMING EVENTS 


LATROBE VALLEY F.N.C. 


MEETING: Friday July 2and 

Mr Faweett “Banksias” 
EXCURSION: Saturday July 23rd. to Sale 
lieeting Place Lake Guthertdge at 10.00 am 


TRARALGOW F.i.C. 


MEETING FRiday 5th August 
Mrs B.Thompson “Key to Wattles" 
EXCURSION Saturday 6th August to VYraralgon 


South area. 
Contact Secretary for detatls. 


VARRAGUL F.il.C. 
MEETING: Friday July 16th 
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OUR BIRD FRIENDS 


During the year (1976) at least 25 species of birds visited 
our garden for food, refuge or just to rest on their migration. 
We are pleased to see them all but naturally the ones we call our 
friends are the species that stay most of the year. 
These include the Yellow-winged Honey~eaters, Superb Blue Wrens, 
Scrub Wrens and our thrushes. Of course there are also Sparrows 
and Blackbirds. This year we have had two families of Blue Wrens. 
They have been with us for more than two years. ONe territorial line 
is just outside the back verandah. We have spent much time observing 
them each side of the line. There are a couple of months when neither 
family is breeding around April and May and during this time both 
families live harmoniously together. But in June when the male birds— 
commence to get their blue feathers, the territorial line appears 
once more. The main effect of this line for us is that when we feed 
them with cheese, we have to put two separate portions, one each 
side of the line, if we want all the wrens to be fed.There is no 
fighting, the family in whose territory the feed is placed has first 
right to feed and is dominant and while the others stay close by they 
do not encroach until the first family has had sufficient. — . 


The Scrub Wrens are tolerated by both families of wrens though 
not really welcome. When Ollie brought some termites home from the 
bush and placed them in one territory the little Blue Wrens became 
very aggressive. When the other family approached or the Scrub Wrens 
the tiny Blue Wrens fluffed up their feathers, lowered their tail 
and wings to almost touch the ground, stretched their heads straight 
out in front of them and in all looked bigger than usual. To see 
five Blue Wrens doing this around a dish of termites was amusing. 

I -have never seen them aggressive before in our garden. They often. 
perform the broken wing act when I wish to prune a bush and many of... 
our plants are not pruned at the right time because the wrens are ~ 
nesting there or feeding young, but never have I seen them aggressive 
before.we had to divide the termites and even the Thrush could not.’ . 
bluff the little Wrens away from their-dishes, the numbers won the . 
day. 8! mat 
y When the Scrub Wrens are courting Dad usually takes food to 
Mum, but thé other day the position was reversed. when feeding cheese 
to the little birds we put a frame over it to keep the bigger birds © 
away. Apparently the male Scrub jWren is now too big to get into the 
frame, so there was the female inside the frame passing out the 
cheese to Dad. ; TEBE: 

Our Silvereyes are very tame and have no objection to us 
picking fruit from one side of the tree while they feed on the other. 


Bon Thompson 


2. 
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MAMMALS OF THE GIPPSLAND AREA 
Tatk by Haleotm MaeFarlane 27/5/77 

“Malcolm has for. the past 2 years been the Mammalian Zoologist 
member of a team of 3 working for the Forests Commission at Traral- 
gon. They have been investigating the effects of timber utilisat~ 
ion on the flora and fauna in the Boola Boola State Forest north 
of Traralgon. 
Boola Boola Forest. is of particular interest as intensive haved 
operations for -pulpwood have been carried out here for 33 years. 


The uncut forest has varying proportions of regrowth started follow- 
ing » ‘the mining activities of last century , Lime burning and sawmill-~- 
ing of “the 1920's, the 1939 fires, grazing until after the 1944 fires 


Cutting has been carried out in 50-100 ha coupes per year and negen= 
eration following slash burning is very successful.. 

A wide variety of types and age classes of habitats has thus been 
maintained for over 100. years. : 
Gippsland is very fortunate in that a large part remains under near 
natural forest cover and most. of the TEDUEIE SY originally found are 
Siti dele neve ae Saat’ 

JENNIE present <nnal their ecology have peer investigated by:- 

Ns Observations of. animals, tracks, nests, gens » tree Do Ltows. 
droppings, foods taken, ; sounds. 


be “Trappin . Light weight box ene are used with honey: oatmeal , 
peanut, ‘butter baits. Animals are caught, measured, weighed, inspect- 
ed for. “condition and characteristics and marked for release again at. 
the site. Some quickly learn to appreciate the food and shelter 
and become. "Trap Bums” being Retr epe esas as often. as traps are set 
in that_ locality. iF 


3. Spotlighting is usually the only means of sitet’ the mostly 
nocturnal arboreal animals such as gliders and possums. 


y. Scat Anal sis is the recently developed _technique for ident- 
ifying Mammalian hairs passed in the faeces of predators such as 
Foxes, Dogs, And Cats. The prescence of rare animals can sometimes 
be established and good indications of relative population levels 
of other animals Bo rained . 


Animals present re PeIBENS the eoltowene RIOR and species:-. 


MONOTREMES 


The Echidna and Platypus are eile survivors of the most primitive 
types of mammals - the young being laid as eggs to be hatched and 
then suckled in the pouch. Both are very successful animals and. 
remain common over the whole of Eastern Australia while the Echidna 
is distributed over the whole of Australia 

The PLatypus having been hunted for its beautiful fur for 100 years 
is now shy but the’best way to see one is to find a deep hole in a 
stream, preferably one with burrows in the banks- sit quite still, 
fish or talk véry quietly and wait ! IN late afternoons and even- 
ings platypus should soon emerge to swim around and dive for shrimp 
worms, crayfish in the water. 


 AANKA._. tng | 


Nr ate ip — te A A i wp tne 
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MAMMALS OF THE GIPPSLAND AREA contd.. 


MARSUPIALS 


Marsupials for which Australia is renowned are thought to have origin- 
ated in South: America. Today. only the Opossums survive there. 

By contrast in Australia a full ‘range of | marsupial types evolved and: 
remained until. very recently - to OSeuRy almost, all RHA IEs 

Grey Kangaroos = 
rey Kangaroos are still the commonest and’ most conspicuous marsupial 
in Gippsland. They benefited by white mans clearing but were heavily 
controlled by shooting. and poisoning:as critical competitors for live- 
stock pastures. Recent work has revealed that OY are more browsers 
than grass eaters. ae 


Swamp Wallaby 

Identifiable by its dark grey brown colour with black feet and tail 
and belly rusty or brownish red. Unlike the Grey Kangaroo which moves 
in mobs the swamp wallaby is strictly a loner and more of a browser 
than the Kangaroo. It is favoured by timber utilisation. The dense 
regeneration of whole vegetation systems following cutting and burn- 
ing gives abundant food and shelter with good access for the Swamp - 
Wallaby. They thrive on it. © 


Red Necked Wallaby 

The Red Necked Wallaby ‘is still fairly common but favours the donee 
wetter forests of the Strzeleckis and Baw Baws. 

Brush Tailed Rock Wallaby : 


For many years was thought to Be extinct, but was erecnecoveree in the 
1940's. It is still rare but colonies are known in the Snowy Gorges 
and in the Grampians.They have retreated to highly specialised cliff 
environments where they have’ been seen to perform incredible feats 
of dropping rapidly from ledge to. ledge, even coping ‘successfully 
with drops of 30 feet. 


Potoroos 

Potoroos inhabit the heathy scrublands -in Tasmania on Bass St. Islands 

and along the Southern Victorian coast. They are’ probably more common 
than people realise but are undoubtedly dependent on their dense nat- — 
ural vegetation habitat: remaining intact. They probably need shelter 

from a large range of predators -native and exotic - they are nocturn 
al and do not appear to emerge from cover to feed on adjoining eugss 

lands as do Wallabys in the ‘Same area. 


ARBOREAL ANIMALS 
Brush Tailed and Ring Tailed Bossums 


These have adapted to mans prescence and are among the few animals 
common in urban areas. They thrive on the rich, dense regeneration of 
Eucalypts, Acacias and many other species» following pulpwood. cutting 
in the Boola area. 

contd pp. 
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The eroncee 


The BObuck by. connect is more Sedcut any territorial animal of the 
“maturing or old growth forests. They will replace the Brush Tails as 
_ the; regenerated forest ages. They are obyaoRely sensitive to logging 
‘and some care may be neat in management. 


The 2 Pygmy Pos sums: 


- One is ‘known from the Won Wron' area, "ane other From Mt. Hotham. 
Both are probably much more common than generally thought, but not 
much is known. 


‘The Gliders “a 
This group of magnificent animals are weasel favourites and. includes 


__Feathertails. Tiny beautiful creatures only a few inches long the 
se "pygmy gliders" or "flying mice" have fur on their long tails arran 
ged like a feather. Because they are nocturnal, so small and shy they 
are very difficult animals to see in the wild. They are usually only 
found when their den tree’ is felled. They are probably much more comin 
on: than realised. They live on the insects in the upper SHOE and © 

/Eucalypt blossoms. 


L/AMMALS OF Ue eal AREA contd. « 


Yellow Bellied Gliders are iba saiier as large. as Sigan Gliders 
up to 30 in. overall . They feed on insects and sap for which they tap | 
But ‘But, Eucalyptus bridgesiana and peppermint, Euc. radiata by making 
V matenes with their front teeth on the thinner barked branches. .. ~ 
They are uncommon, widespread: throughout the | Schlerophyll forests 5.” 
mobile and nomadic in pairs. They emit very loud, distinctive cries 
when gliding. Glides'can be over 100 yards.«They can and ‘do shange ~ 
direction by over 900 whilst in flight. The calls are MATA RSY,. then 
to give. their new positions to their mates. eh 


The Greater Gliders which are near domestic cat sized are ' ‘much more: 
sedentary than the Yellow Bellys. They are foliage eaters and are much. 
less common in Gippsland ~ than the North East. Small colonies in deep | 
gullies survive in logged over areas. Mature forest is apparently 
necessary: and management work .may be needed | _to preserve them, 


KOALAS ‘and WOMBATS are related 


Koalas suffered extinction in ‘Victoria after acne trapped. and 
shot for fur for about 100 years. Producing young once every 2 years 


they are slow breeders but are now stow ey. pebus tang. BEN EE NEM ‘levels 
throughout Gippsland. 


Wombats are big strong animals doing well 
Bandicoots, Short: and Long. Nosed 


Were once very .common but | are now seldom seen through much of their 
former range. Loss of habitat and interference by cats, dogs and foxes 
are the most likely causes. Reasonable populations still exist along 
the East Gippsland coast towards Mallacoota. 


‘This article by Ian McDonald will be 
finalised in the next issue . 
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STRADBROKE BLOCK- L.C.C. Submissions. 


The Stradbroke report bythe Land Conservation Council is now 
available free and submissions must be in before August lst. 1977. 


The following are a list of objections and information that we 
ape concerned about and we hope members of the club will support the 
club submission by sending in their own private submissions. 

The address is Land Conservation Council, 464 St.Kilda Road, Melbourne. 
3004. Please write your submission in your own words stating your 
own opinion. 

Originally the Land Conservation Council recommended that the 
Stradbroke Block remain uncommitted until the South Gippsland Study 
Area No 2 report was completed so that it could be considered with 
the adjacent Mullungdung Forest. However the A.P. M. Forests has brou- 
ght pressure to bear on the government because the §.E.C. is taking 
over 500 ha. of A.P.M.Forests land in the Loy Yang project and the 
A.P.M. Forests want crown land to replace this land for compensation. 


ils We strongly object to the situation where A.P.M. Forests - 

a private company - expects preferential treatment at the expense of 
the community - crown land belongs to the people. Other landowners 
in the Loy Yang project had to receive compensation and over ‘elsewhere, 
Why should the A.P.M.Forests be different?. They should receive con- 
pensation and buy or lease alienated land. 


2i As the Pineboard Factory at Rosedale has reduced production 
and the A.P.M. Sawmill at Morwell is heavily stocked with sawn pine © 
board we feel thatcould be fair to assume there is no great urgency 
for softwood and so the original recommendation should stand. 

i. A large expanse of the study area has economically winnable 
coal under it and therefore this fucicanen of the area is not suitable 
for permanent preservation. 


4, A large strip of bushland. will have to be cleared to permit 
the laying of the saline ‘outfall pipeline from the: Loy Yang project. 
The pipeline goes right through the length of the Stradbroke Block. 


5. Historical interest. The old Rosedale Road figures largely = 
in the early history of this part of Gippsland. Two large swamps were 
regular watering holes. Tom's Cap was ime Pye Me Magill eo he 

saw Corner Inlet from it. 


6. We are thankful for the Holey Peace Park but the Stradbroke 
Block has 63 species of plants not peoorded in the above park. In one 
day in October 109 species of native plants were recorded along 
Thirteen Mile Road. IN May an afternoon visit resulted in st species 
of birds being recorded in this. block. 


the Effects of softwood plantations on the cnhanaaadaae eee 
bushland. 
‘oe Some softwood plantations are wither ready for or planted in 


the second rotation crops or ready for final felling. So there should 
Tan be the need for the company to be assisted by using native bush- 
-and now. 


Bon Thompson. 


cae leirent: 2s 
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“REPORT. OF COMMITTEE MEETING. HELD JUNE 21st 1977 


‘Car’ Stickers: Mr. Puckey~ ‘advised’ that as more car stickers were being 
orien the. printer whad raised.costs. This is expected to be 5’cents 
on each sticker. ‘They are’ ‘also STEASNIY changes in corey but not 
to an unacceptable’ degree. 


Final arrangements for excursion July- 23rd were notified. 


Conservation: Co- -Ordinator reported that we had received the encain: es 
from “the Standing. Committee’ on Science and “Se Environment. 


“WOODCHIPS AND THE. ENVIRONMENT. 


Rapore hes Ate C.C. “for: Stradbroke Area also RES er ‘These are “ereauginle 
to interested peor te from LAnd Conservation Council 
¥ ae HEY St Kilda Road Melbourne. 


Submissions: pertaining - to this report must be lodged by August ist. 
Further: article to be printed ‘ain Naturalist. 


Move against ‘Urdiium. We had’ ‘been circularised FINO this matter. 
Decided that the club would. not have a policy, but members’ may act .. 
as they see fit. either for or eae Uranium. ; “AD 


Ae re wh 


Samed Roster July’ 22nd + Nr’ and: Mrs Thompson 


Next fconmitteds Meéting will be held on Tuesday 19th July at the home 
of Mr Bae Mrs. McElYoy 35. Latrobe Road MO at 7.30 BR a 


Py eich ae SPOTLIGHTING. “MAY 28TH. 

Teeipeiligon on Saturday evening when | we met. ow ‘the excursion was 
very wet, windy a and cold. However that did'nt déter about. 20 members 
from attending. Our leader Mr McFarlane did. not think we would see 
much, due to reflection of the wet leaves , wind’ ‘éte etc. 
We voted to continue on and brave the elements as We. ‘were well wrapped 
up against the weather and armed with various spotlights” and: torches. | 
We travelled towards Glengarry, past five ways and then’ along. bush: 
tracks stopping at a gully as planned by Mr McFarlane.) wees © 
We walked along the track and further into the gully . ‘Surprisingly 
it was not so cold now-and the, wind was less, also the rain stopped. 
The whole time we were. flashing torches up the trunks of trees: and — 
over the branches but no animals could we see. They stay in bed! on 
such nights !! but it was great fun as we ventured on further. 


We had been walking for about. 20: minutes whén rain started 
again so we turned back to the cars, except the more hardy ones and 
as it turned out the lucky ones... they saw a Greater Glider, which 
made their night. All we had seen was a black rabbit as we drove 
along the track. All in all it-was a good night, with much enjoyment 
and a wonderful experience. 

Qur thanks must go to our leader Mr McFarlane for being 


with us on such a night. : 
' Iris Peterson 
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MOUNT CANNIBAL 


On June 21st the local Proceed Walking Group were fortunate to | 
enjoy a calm, fine day for the walk to the summit of Mt Cannibal: 
which is situated at Garfield North, about 2 km north ‘of the Princes: 
Highway. ay ciee appt 

Thousands of Acianthus exertus, mosquito or gnat orchids were 
observed flowering as well as the usual plants found on the broken 
down granite, stringy bark country of which Mt cannibal consists. 

The Common Heath ,Epacris impressa, and the two Banksias , 
B.spinulosa and B.marginata were still very coulurful. 


The highlight of the day for three of the party was the witne- 
ssing of a flock of mixed birds feeding on the vegetation 


Graham Pizzeys' article in the herald Saturday June 25th dealt. 
with the winter feeding of flocks of birds, and giving reasons why ~ 
they congregate together. Mr Pizzey dealt with flocks of the one 
variety in each case, but at Mt Cannibal we observes numerous 
species together. These included the white-eared Honeyeaters, : 
eastern spinebills, and several other honeyeaters on the "too hard" 
list to identify positively. Southern hellow robins, golden whist- 
ler, white-throated tree creepers, grey fantails, spotted pardalotes, 
thornbills, and minding their own business near by, - the blue wrens 
and scarlet and flame robins. os 


It was a most exciting experience as the birds took no notice 
of us, they just walked through the bushes feeding, then they were 
gone. F ; 

Reg Johnson told me this congregation of various species, cont— 
inuously on the move, is typical] of wintertime. So watch for this 
phenomenon. 7. 

Waney Brooks. 
i a a Ti oli ci te ee 
The Warragul F.N.C. is pleased to welcome to its meetings and exc- 
ursions Mr and Mrs de Vink who are both keen lovers of the bush. 


The next Conservation Council of Victoria meeting is to be held at 
Burnley School of Horticulture - ALL DAY - on October Ist. 
Members of the affiliated clubs which includes the L.V.F.N.C.. 

are welcome to attend as observers. : 


See a rm Feeder mu nol ancpp selansmotcnon: Setter x apeletiain setts 
LAND CONSERVATION COUNCIL 


The report of the ALPINE AREA js now available.The area is one which 
many members know well, as we have had several excursions within it. 
Submissions are now invited from interested persons in the use of 
public lands within the area. The club will send a submission but 
members are asked to think about sending private submissions. 


Sue Gheae gap abaddies +o the Secretary of L.C.C. — 
missions shoul ses 464 St Kilda road Melbourne. 


and must be lodged on or before Friday 30th September 1977 
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ane MAMMALS’ OF THE GIPPSLAND ARTA _.. ‘contd... 
: ARBOREAL ANIMALS Ua Sage epee ee : 


The Tiger Cat and Native Cat 


_ The major remaining marsupial carnivores in recent times - since 
Thylacine was replaced on the mainland by the Dingo. From being 
“common 50+ years ago the marsupial cats experienced a sudden and 
drastic decline. Until today it is thought that they remain only in 
the Otways and Tasmania. The decline was probably due to intense 
competition for major portions of the Tiger and Native Cats food by 
foxes. for this reason it is now quite probable that these animals 
are no longer viable in a free wild state. If we desire to save 
these animals from extinction it seems we shall have to act quickly 
mato: capture and breed them more or less in captivity. 


SMALL CARNIVORES 
Marsupial Mice 


Yellow Foot Antechinus, is found in drier Box- Ironbark forests. 


Brown Antechinus, is very common but can only remain on forested 
sites. their food is largely insects of the litter layer but they 
also frequently climb high into the trees. 


Dusky Antechinus, is slightly larger, flatter and found only on the 
ground. In this species, following mating in Autumn, the males all 
die leaving only the pregnant females to survive the winter; bear 


+. and nurture the next generation. 


Swamp Antechinus, is common along the coastal scrublands from Wilson's 
Promontory. to Mallacoota and probably up the east coast. . 
Samples of the Brown and Dusky Antechinus and a bush Rat preserved 

in alcohol were shown. 


White Foot Dunnarts. Soft Soreed delicate little marsupials about as 
big as a house mouse have been found in the heathlands around > 
-gormandaie. Since they are so small‘and hard to detect they may be 
much more common than is generally realised. ; 

RODENTS 


The next main group are the Rodents (Genuine native ‘australians! aes 
including 

BUsh Rats , are very common and do very well, following logg- 
‘ing, on the dense, fresh regrowth. They HENS definately EEE TEC 


from timber utilisation. © 


Eastern Swamp Rat is. very widespread but - everywhere occurs ‘at Low’ 
population levels only. 


Broad Toothed Rat , has recently rediscovered and is much more docile 
to handle than the "Bush Rat. It is usually found in alpine area 
colonies at Kosciusko, Cradle Mountain and Poweiltown. Evidence has 
been found of its existence in the Boola Forest from fox scat anal- 
ysis and this eae will be followed up. 


contd...pp3 
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MAMMALS OF THE GIPPSLAND AREA = ==——contd.... 


(RODENTS water Kats are as large as small cats and were hunted stren- 
ously for their very beautiful fur. They are carnivores eating fish, 


crabs, shrimps, etc. They also do well in coastal areas. — , 


Mice were thought to be rare in Gippsland but people are 
only now starting to recognise them as being different to house mice. 


The New Holland Mouse was discovered as recently as 1967 at 
Loch Sport and is probably widespread in coastal scrublands. 


The Smokey Mouse like the New Holland Mouse very little is 
known. Much more work is needed on these animals. c: 


Bats a very important group of insect controllers, there are 
‘at least 10 species but very little is known of then. 


_DINGOES are beleived to have come with the aborigines and quickly 
ousted the Thylacine into extinction on the mainland. 


THE AUSTRALIAN SEA LION, ELEPHANT SEAL & AUST, FUR SEAL 


These are magnificent animals found in colonies along the coasts of 
and on the islands of Bass Strait. After being decimated during the 
sealing days they are now recovering well. 


Malcolm then showed some good slides of animals mentioned. 


QUESTIONS 

Ellen Lyndon - Why no Potoroos seen on OAC Si gear 

Answer ~ Low numbers, very shy, feed in the dense heaths of their 
habitats, don't spend time in open on roads. 

E. Lyndon ~Why no small Echidna's seen? We have weighed many with 

nm most from 4-7 lb, extremes were 1 and 11 lbs. 

answer - Youngsters grow spines early so cannot remain in pouch. 


Parked in safe place and mother returns to feed young- 


ster until quite well developed. : 

Don Lyndon- Reported that the small Echidna used a tongue like a 

red darning needle, lapped up a saucer of milk and a bantams egg 

to increase its weight from 1 1b to 11b 5%ozs: 

I.McDomald- Why no mention of Tuan? Used to raid hen houses at Erica 
30 years ago. pa ee ; = 

Answer ~ Not known south of the Great Dividing Range now. 

D. Lyndon reported seeing recently pictures of a pet Tuan and Sugar 

Gliders feeding together on a North Eastern Farm. 

Feral cats, are they as bad as painted? ; 

Answer- Yes, they are a serious menace in the bush but more so 

in disturbed areas. There were few cats seen in Boola Forest. 


Mrs Ellen Lyndon moved a vote of thanks for a very interesting 
evening. 


Ian Me Donald 


EE 
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GEOLOGY EXCURSION © June 25th 1977 


STERSEAEISEENT was cold and wet and I couldn't help. thinking of 
Mr Gaulton's statement of the previous evening that 97% of water 
was underground and 3% on the surface. We ccuuld have been forgiven 
for thinking of the figures in reverse, if only for the day !! 


However 9 cars gathered and journeyed to the’hill overlooking 
Tyers township. We inspected the embankment where there was a layer 
of mudstone with grass and twig fossils. Mr Gaulton told us that 
they were about 350 million years old. 


We then went down W3 track from the old Walhalla Road after 
making sure that it was not “dry weather only". We slowly made our 
way to the Tyers River and the old lime quarry. We had lunch and 
then out came the hammers etc.we were splitting rocks with enthusiasm. 


The limestone was originally formed in a horizontal position, 
but great upheavals in the long ago moved it to the vertical cliffs 
that we see now.These cliffs are about 15 -18 metres in. height.and 
were mined early this century.The foundations of the old kiln are 
still to be seen through the overgrown blackberries. 

WE were able to walk along the old tram tracks in our efforts to 
find fossils. This quarry was closed when the Buchan Limestone © 
proved to be of better quality. 


In our rock breaking efforts we found corals, trilobites and 
others. The best find of the day was a stem of a lily like plant. 
Geologists came home with some good specimens. The birdos heard or 
saw 16 species so they were pleased. The botanists saw lovely 
splashes of colour all day as we passed the Common Heath Epacris 
impressa . 

Even though we were all wet and cold a good time was had by 
all and our thanks go th Mr Gaulton for his leadership. We wish him 


an interesting trip overseas. . 
Iris Peterson 


BANKSIAS 
Talk by tir T. Paweett 22/7/77 


These: ‘plants were first seen by Sir Joseph Banks at Botany Bay 
in 1770 although the first flower described by him was the correa. 
There are about 1500 plants in the Proteaceae family which is almost 
wholly confined to the Southern Hemisphere. this family includes the 
waratah,spider grevilleas, isopogons, dryandras etc. The name 
Proteaceae being derived from Proteus- the Greek god of the seawho 
could'take on, many forms. Banksias are still awaiting revision and 
when this is complete: probably the list will contain something like 
80,at themoment there are 46 species. in W.A. and 12 in the Eastern 
states. They,,seem to “thrive best in poor soil usually within 80 km. 
inshore possibly | due to frost which can affect the new plants, 
older ones seem to withstand frosts. 


Fi 
te 


contd.. pps 
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- BANKSTAS ——— contd. 
mee ‘The. ‘height of ‘most W. aN species is usually. 3-4. metres. and some 
are even. prostrate, the leaves being above ground, the stems under 
‘the ground with the flowers showing on top of the sand dunes etc. 
Flowers which open from the top have hooked styles and those which 
open - from the bottom have their styles coming: out at: Es ‘angles 
45, 90 degrees etc. 


To obtain seeds from cones, put in a hot place( in an oven or 
over a fire) capsules usually open readily and seed can be gathered 
in, trays etc. Mr Fawcett. showed cones of B.grandis (Bull Banksia) 
which often grows to 15 metres or more, B. pilostylis 2-3 metres. 
Banksia littoralis, laricena, coccinea(waratah or Albany Banksia) 
usua-ly 3 metres or less but occasionally growing 5-6 metres in fav- 
ourable > conditions. B.menziesii (Firewood Banksia) is allied to B. 
serrata and B.serratifolia, both eastern species. Mr Fawcett also 
showed flowers of B.integrifolia (Coast Banksia) B.marginata (Silver 
Banksia) B.spinulosa (Hairpin Banksia) and B.pulchella, a very dainty 
citrus shaded flower. ‘Most banksia leaves are serrated but can be 
pine leaved or even fern likein appearance. All banksias enjoy water 
provided the drainage is adequate, some grow in swamps or on lime- 
stone cliffs as the B.praemorsa grows in W.A. 


It is a good idea to plant ‘Banksias on late ‘autumn anion enables 
them to develop a good root system and so get established for the 
following year. Pollination is carried out by birds and insects and 
particularly by small marsupials such as the honey possum- native = 
rats and dibbler. The latter has been re- -discovered after a period. 
‘of 80 years. Mr Faweett suggested using wood ash gathered after fires 
then-a layer of leaf mould etc, He finds. that is sufficient to keep 
the Banksias happy till next year. Fertilisers are not necessary. 


Mr Pawceett finished his very informative talk by showing slides 
of Banksias and also showing some of the revels. West Australian’ flow 
ers in general. e 

N.Pueckey © 

ye 

THE S.G.A.P. REGIONAL FLOWER SHOW. 
This event will be held on Saturday 10th, Sunday 11th and. Bond ay 12th 
September 1977, at the Caulfield Arts Centre, 441 Inkerman Road: 
Caulfield. This is always a wonderful display and worthy of our 
support if we can visit for one day. — 
There will be Plant sales, Seed sales, Book sales, Deeley: Ofe 
CuO WELne and ‘propagating etc, 
ANGLESEA AND AIREYS INLET SOCTETY for the Gah OTe of flora APE AREL 
will be holding an Australian Wildflower Stow and Art and Craft 
display in the ANGLESEA HALL On September 24th September 25th. 
If you are in this area and able to eae this show please support 
their efforts. ; 
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REPORT OF COMMITTEE MEETING HELD JULY 19th 1977 


Miniphotoflora. Correspondence received about this and also Photoflora 
which it was decided that we would not be able to 

consider, mainly because it would be a financial disaster for us. 

We will investigate the possibility of staging one of the Mini phot- 

oflora sets in the future. Could be a possibility for January meeting. 


Publicity campaign. The President had composed two letter forms for 
consideration. After discussion one was selected and would be sent 
to schools of the area. 


The Conservation Co-ordinator presented two submissions for the 
Stradbroke Area.We selected one after hearing the twobeing read out. 
Some of the issues concerned in this are are rather delicate as there 
are several local organisations looking for land in this area. 

We have sent a strongly worded submission on befalf of the club. 


Alpine Report. Notice of the availability of the report had appeared 
in the papers the day before meeting. 

It can be obtained from the Government Printer Sales office, 7a 
Parliament Place, East Melbourne or the Community Services Centre 
Bookshop, 1st floor 356 Collins street Melbourne. 

Mail orders should be addressed to Government Printer, P.0.Box 203 
North Melbourne 3051. enclosing cost of report which is $5.50 posted. 


Next Committee meeting will be held at the home of Mrs Peterson 
14 Barry Street Morwell on Tuesday august 23rd at 7.30 pm. 


Supper Roster August 26th Mrs Padfield lir Lester. 


BIDDY'S COVE. 

Among the many interesting reeds and weeds in the swamps 
behind the beach at Biddy's Cove on the Prom.13/2/77, (among them, 
alas, a heavy rcrop of Ragwort in full bloom,)’a pair of younger 
eyes than mine picked out a tiny plant new to us. The Water Parsnip, 
Sium latifolium, grew tall in the reeds but short in the grass bord- 
ering them, its white blossoms suggesting another form of "Queen 
Anne's Lace". Its stems were heavily parasitised by Golden Dodder. 
Cuscuta tasmanica , a most intriguing little twiner. 


The dodders grow from seed like most other plants but soon 
after fastening on a suitable host they are able to dispense with the 
ground connection. The wiry golden stems are tentacle-like, in that 
they develop rows of suckers in the best octopus manner, drawing 
their nourishment from the host plant. In this case it was chiefly 
the water parsnip, although a variety of small neighbons were infe- 
sted, including veronica, willowherb and pennywort. Leaves of the 
dodder are reduced to scales but the dainty white flowers are borne 
on comparitively. long stems in loose clusters. 
They are five petalled with five eye catching golden stigmas. 

- 3LLen Lyndon 
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BAWKSIA EXCURSION | .- duly 23rd 

..We met at Lake Gutheridge in Sale at 10.00am . Seven cars from. 
L.V.F.N.C. were joined by three cars from the Sale F.N.C..° 
Members of the sale Club led us to the place where the Nardoo is. 
growing. This is the old river bed and usually a flood area but just 
then relatively dry, but not so a few weeks later on. Nardoo or 
Clover Fern is much like a.four leaved clover. and was prized by the 
aborigines as the used the sporocarps (seeds) for food. | Be Ress cise 

. This Mardoo was. plentiful but appeared to have been affected by 
frost but would benefit from the rains which came soon after we saw 
it. This small piece of: land at Wurrukwe were told that Sale F.N.C. 
is hoping to acquire as a reserve. We hope they are successful in' 
their efforts. ; a: 

We then journeyed to the property of Mr Tom Fawcett. 

The weather by now had improved and we saw numerous Banksias which 
he has recently planted. What a lovely place this will be when the 
plants reach maturity. We spent much time admiring lots of other 
interesting shrubs, prostrates etc. particularly a beautiful yellow 


boronia which. we found was highly perfumed. — 


After lunch we took a walk over a rise through fairly dense. 
natural bush and came out on a cleared strip which Mr Fawcett:told ~ 
us was an air strip used by the previous owner. elses 
Twenty four Black Cockatoos flew over to add variety . As we were 
looking up at a piece of Black fellows Bread (Punk) high in a tree 
the birds took our interest. We were told that Koalas are on the 
property and when the gums have their new foliage they come down 
quite close to the house to feed. We saw many. leaves.of orchdds but . 
no flowers of course. Flying Duck Orchid, minor and major and Red 
Beaks. SaaS ee Se ca 8 ees ye eel nie a och s. 

Mid afternoon we were escorted to a Protea. Nursery in the area 
and were allowed to browse through 13. ha. of lovelyflowers.. 
Many of the blooms are exported and the .remainder go to Melbourne | 
markets. The sun was shining by this time and the flowers really 
looked as though they had been fashioned 1n wax. — Bey spe 
After the usual.cuppa,,our hosts were thanked for a most enjoyable — 
day and we travelled our various ways home. 0 
FILM NIGHT. 


Traralgon F.N.C. have arranged a film night on Wednesday 21st Sept. 
at 8.00 pm in the Traralgon Little TNEAEL Et | 
Film"Farthest West" and supporting films. Admisston by donation. ~ 
Bring your friends along and enjoy a most interesting evening. 

Open to general public, supper afterwards. See you there ?. 


nner canner et enero eee 
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WATTLES 


Wattles belong to the Acacia family.-Acacia comes from the word 
Akakia, a prickly plant in Egypt - the Egyptian Thorn. The earliest 
reference to Acacias I can find is with reference to boats. 

Wood of the Acacias was used:for boat building in Egypt in 3000B.C. - 
because it was the main local. wood. Acacia wood was poor and the 
trees tended to be small and crooked, therefore they could yield 

only short narrow boards.Consequently, at that time, a typical Egyp- 
tian river boat of any size must have looked something like a float- . 
ing jigsaw puzzle with its quantity of small planks all neatly fast- 
ened. together -.the butts joined by wooden dowels and the sides 

held together by hour-glass shaped pegs. 

Acacias are also mentioned in the Bible and the ark was made of 
Acacia wood. In 1968 there were 620 species of Acacias recorded in’ 
australia, over 300 in W.A.,while in Victoria there are 90 species. 
Acacias are native to most parts of the world but none are native 
to Europe or New Zealand. The use of the common name, wattle, for 
Acacias is an Australian usage. It goes back to the very early days 
of settlement in Australia. One meaning of the word. wattle in the 
dictionary is flexible twig. Around Sydney Harbour the most suitable’ 
flexiblebranches. on native trees were on. the 'Black Wattle’. 

It was-so: plentiful that Black Wattle Bay is named after the trees. 
The branches needed to be pliable to weave them in and out the supp- 
orts to make the walls of the houses before the walls were daubed _ 
with mud. These wattle and daub huts. didn't need nails. which were + 
very precious and hard to obtain in those days-So the timber came . 
to be ‘called wattle and eventually the trees.The.colloquial name. 
of. wattle has been.applied: to many Acacias in Australia, Other coll- 
oquialnames are Mulga and HMyall. An interesting part of the tale is 
that the Black Wattle of Sydney is not an Acacia but is Callicoma 
serratifolia which belongs to the same family as Hydrangea. 


The flower is. wattle-like but the plant does. not have pods to carry 
the seeds. To further confuse the issue other states have Black 5 
Wattles that are Acacia species e.g. A.dealbata is called Black 
Wattle in south Australia. this is a good example of the confusion ~ 
that can be caused by common names. — . is ARCS 


Over the years parts of the Acacia plants have been put to many 
uses. Gum arabic’ - used for preparing adhesives - is produced from 
non-Australian species. Australian species tend to form a jelly 
rather than a sticky substance. However, this quality does not affect 
their use as food. the gum can be sucked or it may be soaked for 
a few hours in a small quantity of. water and the resulting jelly... 
eaten. The pale amber gums are more likely to be palatable than those 
with a deep red-brown colour. ° a AE eae .% : 


Advantage can be taken. of the perfume of the wattle blossoms — 
(so the books say). The flowers should be stripped from the stems, © 
then mixed with:a light batter and fried to make small fritters, 
which go well served with sugar and cream. 
contd..pp3 
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WATTLES = Contd. . 


Actually the idea comes from a. famous chef une used the cultivated 
Acacia flowers, steeped. them in liquer brandy and sugar before SSE 
ing in batter. ie 

Acacia farnesiana - has globular yellow highly perfumed elowen i 
heads. In the South of France it is cultivated widely for the prod- 
uction of Oil of Cassie, a costly oil with an odour of violets, and 
used extensively in the perfume trade. 

Fruits and seeds of wattles are generally thought of as being 
either poisonous or at least’ non-edible and even domestic animals... 
seem to reject most of them. However sheep eat A.farnesiana and 7 
A.cambagei (Gidgee). Seeds or fruit of approximately 12 species Shae 
recorded as having been eaten by the Aborigines- mostly the seed. 
A.farnesiana has cylindrical dark brown pods with hard grey seeds 
embedded in a pithy substance. It is recorded that the Aborigines ate 
the pods after roasting. Mulga (A. aneura)spreads from one sice of 
our continent to the other in areas usually with less than 30 cm. 
rainfall. It is palatable to stock and regenerates if not overgrazed. 
One tribe of the Coopers Creek area is reported to have eaten the 
seeds. the report states the practice was probably widespread. Acacia. 
seeds are very hard so it is likelythat, unless eaten at an immature . 
stage, the Mulga seeds would have been ground and possibly cooked. 
before being eaten. A large succulent gall, produced by, this. plant 
and known as the Mulga apple, was said to be very. welcome to the. 
thirsty early travellers in Northern Australia. 

Sir Thomas Mitchell, when in tropical australia in 1846, reported 
finding many pods of A. stenophylla (Catate 5) that had been roasted 
at the fires of the Aborigines. 


Acacia longifelia var.so horae (Coast Wattle) was” SAOLHERY sEeaerae? 
of which the natives roasted the ripening pods and ate the ‘seeds. . 
Seeds of the Wirilda Wattle (A.retinoides)are also recorded: as. food. 

Roots of severak different. plants were used. by. Aborigines as a. 
source of water. These included some’ species of Acacia. With a.few «> 
tropical species of Acacias , the Ey OUDES roots have been cooked. for .. 
food by Aborigines. re Rael oath 


Hops were not ayaa tabie? for brewing beer in the emily aeuiae, SO" 
settlers used native plants. Mainly dodoneas were used, but Hop Bitt: 
er Pea (Daviesia latifolia) and Acacia myrtifolia are also recorded - 
as-beingsused. 9 0 7 

Aborigines made spears ,boomerangs > digging sticks and other imp- > 
lements from the timber of Acacias. I believe, in the dry country 5 
wheretimber is scarce, the Aborigines used the long roots and treated 
them with heat to make them into spears. 

The bark of several species of Acacias was used for tanning lea- 
ther. this was quite an extensive industry. the timber of some spec- 
ies provide effective interior panelling. Wood from the Mulga was 
used for wooden ornaments. 


Bon Thonpson. 
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a GOLDEN BRONZE CUCKOOS ane 

-..., Towards the end of November 1976 I woke. at 5 am. to hear a 
great chorus of cuckoo calls "Chee-a! chee-a, chee-a" so loud and 

‘clear that they probably woke me.when they were quieter I went to 


~~ sleep, and woke over an hour later to the same calls. ‘By that time the 


_sun had risen and I saw the birds flashing in and out of the bare 
elm boughs calling loudly. there were at least 3 *Golden.Bronze > 


' Cuckoos. It logked as if there were 4 or more, but they moved too 


quickly for me to. be sure. I was certain of only three and the loud 
_ chorus of calls "Chee-a! chee-a!" went on constantly while the early 
sun shone on the beautiful bronze-green of their wings. 


2 ‘The;most’ probable explanation is that two males were trying 
to attract. one female. Certainly it resulted in such a chorus of 
cuckoo calls as: I have never heard before. net 
Fantailed and Pallid Cuckoos have been more common here than Golden 
Bronze, but at present all three are about the garden and nearer 


paddocks. . mere Leen oa Fr 
ip. eee Jean Galbraith. 


as HOT WATER BORE Ol] RINTOUL GREEK. rit fy 
During the 1920s a company was formed to drill for oil in the Glen- 
garry West area The company rented 5 acres of land at five pounds 
an acre per annum. - here ee Straka ; ie eee 
Drilling began about 1923- on the left hand side of Rintoul Creek. _. 
The rig was made from oregon timber. The boring derrick was 86 om 
high, driven by a steam engine, the wood being procured locally. © 
The company generated their own power and the lights on the derrick 
could be seen from Traralgon- quite a feat in those days. | ts - 
The drillers were pais 8 pounds a week and they worked three shifts 
per day. In. the early days the company was using a percussion drill 
but after boring to 900 ft. they ran into sand and the bore kept 
filling in. At about 1200 ft. the drilling was suspended for some 
time while awaiting the arrival of a rotary drill.from America. 
The drillers struck brown coal at 1,100 ft and at 1800 ft they struck 
HOT WATER. This was said to be the first Artesian Water. fonnd in % 
Victoria. Water sprouted at approximately 15 ft above the ground 
level, throwing up lumps of rubble and waterwashed stone. Some 
stones had traces of silver and other minerals, and they were thrown 
several yards away onto the iron roofs of the residences. 


It was said-that the water was so hot that the men had to wear asb- 
estos suits and gloves to continue working. 
It had a strong sulphur smell and even though the hot water still 


flows it is not so hot as in the initial stages. 


Contrary to local opinion the drill was not plugged when the drilling 
operations ceased. due to the ground formation the flow of water 

eased and today it is only a trickle. This bore aroused a great deal — 
of interest in the geological field. ; 


Thts article has been derived from notes supplied by the Traralgon 
Historical Soctety and we apprectate the use of the matertal. 


L.Padftield 
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WARRACOORTE CAVES. 


From Edenhope we went across to Narracoorte and in some of 
that rough. weather. were literally blown into the caves area, where 
the park is beautifully quiet and’ sheltered in any storm.. ; 
The limestone ridge is said to be riddled with caves, many of them 


as yet unexplored. Several of the largesr are’ open to the public, 
but we were interested in the fossil chamber of the Victoria Cave; 
only discovered in 1969. We joined in witha party of school children 
and heard a very: interesting lecture on the fossil site. Parsi ci : 
The chamber is of world-wide importance because of the variety 
and the amount of material being turned up. It is the only place in © 
Australia and one of the few in the world where people can actually 
watch a “dig" in progress. From the viewing point below ground the 
deposit of soft silt goes back for over 30 metres and is up to 15 m > 
wide and 3 m in depth. All the larger animal bones are of marsupials 
many now extinct. All types of kangaroo are represented, from giant 
superseded models to same smaller than the smallest wallaby now 
living. There are huge koalas and emus, as well as bones of most of 
the animals we’ know today. the oldest bones could be very old, any ~ 
thing from 10,000 years to a million, but perhaps40,000years would 
be a reasonable estimate. _ f yd idee lg 


Skeletons are not complete, or in layers, but scattered in 
pieces thrpugh the fine silt bed, as if they were mixed up by a> 
flash flood or something similar. they are fragile and the unearth- 
ing is a. very delicate procedure. We were shown the spatulas and 
brushes used, and bones in situ being gently uncovered. _ . 
Asked how so many different animals came to die in such a situation > 
our young lecturer suggested perhaps 4 drought on the land, anda 
water-filled cave with a.hole in the roof, through which the thirsty: - 
creatures would fall in. another theory is that thylacoleo, the. - 
marsupial "lion", may have dragged some of them into its den. 

Much study remains to be done on both silt and bones before definate 
conclusions can be drawn. ee eae ft yore 
I'm sure that anyone visiting that part of South Australia 

would find much, interest in an inspection of the Fossil Cave ate 


Narracoorte. = Ellen Lyntlon. ~ 


THE INCENSE PLANT e 
“There came up in my back garden, amongst my motley collection 
of historic herbs and wayside weeds, a little stranger. In due 
course it declared itself to be a multi-armed, strong smelling 
Incense Plant, Calomeria amaranthoides, the same we have known’ so 
long by’ the much simpler name of Humed elegans. Hiss sh SEES) SIS E S, 
growing in amyone's native garden , so striking when the great plumes 
unfold that even the most un-garden-minded visitor is moved to ask 
"What on earth is THAT ! ". eee Foote Seren sa. 


as 


contd..pp6 
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_ REPORT OF COMMITTEE MEETING HELD AUGUST 23rd 1977 


Weekend. Campout 1978 Australia Day. ets ch ? 
Advised that Mr Evan Chesterfield will be the leader for the week- 
end. We will be camping along the Barkly River. We are to obtain 


permission to use a Forestry Hut for shelter in bad weather. 
More details in later Naturalists. 


Miniphotoflora © 


Decided to try and obtain these slides for the Annual lieeting 


Postage of Naturalist 


Advised of new postal regulations taking effect from October lst. 
The Naturalist is still in Category B. It was thought a good idea © 
to post the Naturalist from the Newborough Post Office in future. 
New Wrappers are needed so it will all ‘take place from October. 


C.CJV.Finances are in dire stateto the extent that a raffle has been 
organised. All member groups are asked to sell tickets of $1.00 each. 
Prize is an overseas trip . Not aul were in favour of selling tickets. 


Correspondence Received. 
Australia Post Postal Services Act, Victorian: Naturalist.. 
ENVIRONS, Victorian Environment Renee literature and the minutes | 
of the V.F.N.C.A. meeting held at Rokeby in March. 


Further discussion about the Alpine Report and the club submission. 
Members are urged to consider sending Prayers submissions to the 
L.C.C. before September 30th. ; 


Next Committee Meeting will be held on Tuesday Ren tenban! 20th at the 
home of Mrs Padfield, 99 Chamberlain Rd. Newborough at LES 30pm. 


Supper Roster September 23rd Mr and Mies Davies 
THE INCENSE PLANT Ro, contd.. 


“It was the feathery red~ brown plumes that earned the plant ‘the alt- 
ernate common name of the "Plume Humea". 


I had several little bush fires burr ing one evening on my 
seed pans, and as I worked close by I was suddenly aware of the most 
delicious and delightful perfume floating around in the whisps of 
smoke. Savouring this appreciatively I wondered what it could be 
when all at once it dawned on me "The Incense Plant ,of course." 

The lower leaves dry off as the branches extend and a handful of these 
had gone in with the rest. Imagine a whole gully full of Calomeria 
being swept by a bushfire. NO wonder it is called the Incense Plant. 
Even the green leaves are strongly aromatic, and under a hot sun are 
inclined to exhale the scent. Nurserymen Gourd do worse than 

BROMpEe the sale of Calomeria for sweetening backyard incinerators. 


Ez. boaters 
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COMING EVENTS. 
WARRAGUL F.N.C. 
MEETING Friday October 21st 


Mr Aub. Hore will show film 
"Wildflowers in the Grampians” 


LATROBE VALLEY F.N.C. 


MEETING Friday October 28th 
Richard Loyn 
“Birds of Gippsland* 


Excursion Saturday October 29th to 
Boola Forest area. 
Meeting Place Traralgon Victory Park at 10.00am 


TRARALGON F.N.C. 


MEETING Friday 4th November 
lirs Brewster 
Excursion 5th or 6th November 


Contact Secretary for details 
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_ SEEDS. talk by Miss J.Galbratth 26.8.77 
Miss Galbraith commenced her talk by tellingus that seeds 
are amazingly interesting than the dried. Since ioe! case would let 
us believe. 
Some seeds in the desert only grow when moisture covers them 
2.5 om deep. Growth is inhibited by a hormoné which is within the | 
seed case and is slowly washed away by the rain and when the approp- 
riate time arrives the seed will proceed to grow. 


A remarkable incident in the Negev Desert is that seeds which 
had been pressed down into the ground by the wheels of vehicles had 
germinated after rain. This was caused by the wheel tracks acting as 
channels for the water to surround the seeds and resulted in two 
winding lines of compact flowers, This pattern could also be repeated 
after animals had pressed seed into the dry earth and the tracks 
filled with water after rain, this also happens in Australia. 


Every seed is living - Ultimately itwill die - maybe 100 years 
or just months. It was noticed that seeds once: thought to be extinct 
in an area had bloomed on old bomb sites in London. These seeds had. 
been lying dormant for over 100 years under buildings. 


| Every seed is extrememy COMPLEX sit" ere Bik te pete of ons 
The embryo plant has 2 leaves; roots, food, moisture, ‘cells, chromo- 
somes and genes, which results in the same type- of plant being Reda. 
roduced naturally. Man can alter this by radiation: £ 
Seeds need moisture, warmth and. Light. er 4 a 


Many so called seeds are veally fruits. . ds 
Fruits consist of seeds inside an- outer covering e- agen Banksias., 
Pod-bearers, Pittosporum and nuts. Wheat is. a fruit and. seed combined. 
but looks like a seed. 

The formation of a seed was een and illustrated SS slides. 
When an insectcarrying pollen enters a flower it deposits the pollen:: 
on the stigma which. transfers it to the. ovules and the process of — 
seed growth is started. siides of various types of seed were then 
SHOE. to explain the different. ; seed: shapes from a variety of plants. — 


The. quotation ‘pead by Miss Galbraith: sums up. very aptly this... 
amazing structure of nature. 

"Seeds are a way of” survival of their species.. they. are a 
way by which embryonic life can be almost ‘suspended, then. revived 
to new development, even years after the parents are dead and gone. 
Seeds protect and sustain life. They are: highly organised fortresses. 
well stocked with special supplies of food against a long seige. 
Seeds are vehicles for the spread of new life from place to place. 
Seeds are food for man and animals and other living things.. Seeds 
are a source of wonder. They are sources of earnest enquiry in 
mans ceaseless search for understanding of living things." 

American Year Book 1962. 


Peg Walt. 
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SS ROT EXCURSION 276h AUGUST 1977 ae 


. The excursion to Glenmaggie area on Saturday August 27th left 
the meeting place at Toongabbie a little after 10.00 am with coy 
cars making up the procession, 


= the. main feature of the day was the early springtime display. 
of ‘wattles: in.all their golden glory. Some of the species seen were. . 
Prickly. Moses: (Acacia verticulata) Early Black (A.decurrens) ,' Golden 
(A. pycnantha). Heath CA.brownii) Straight(A. stricta), Myrtle 
CK. myrtirolia)-, Gold Dust (A.acinacea). Varnish (A.verniciflua), and 
Blackwood .(CA. melanoxylon) Occasionally large patches of coral Pea 
(Hardenbergia violacea) formed a lovely contrast of mauve. ore ton 
eels oe and » green of the wattles. 


7 “Our first stop. was. between Cowwarr Weir and Sronth Creek where 
wefound Nodding Blue Lily, Marianthus, Stackhousia and Peach Heath; 
also Orchids including Nodding and Greenhoods, Waxlips, Mosquitos, 
ieanielis pete and the leaves of Sun and Common Bird Orchids, : 


“The next stop was Stony Creek for lunch. 
Another walk about here ‘produced Waxflower, Round-leaf }Mint-bush, 
Christmas Bush, Mountain Bush-pea, Notched Tea tree(Leptospermum 
emarginatum) Common Heath, Maiden hair and Rock Ferns, and a Maroon 
hood Orchid. ce 


We were reluctant to leave this spot which is full of Raita 
An’ ‘Azure Kingfisher was seen near the creek, families of Blue Wrens 
flitted about us as we ate our lunch, and a Yellow-tailed Thornbill .. 
was attending a nest nearby. Apparently the babies had only recently 
been hatched, for the parent bird was seen to fly away from the nest 
carrying in its bill a small piece of egg-shell which it. dropped. 
on the ground. the bird then returned to its nest. Five species of 
Honeyeater were seen here - Yellow Winged, Crescent, thhite-naped, 
Yellow-faced and Brown-headed; also three species of Robin = South 
ern Yellow, Flame and Scarlet. 

Other species sighted along chee way from Stony cheek? to Glen 
maggie included a Wedge-tailed Eagle, a White-necked Heron, Pelicans 
Swans... Plovers,Mountain Ducks, Maned Geése, and Black Ducks. 

A total of; sixty different species of birds were seen during the day. 


Among the many interesting things we found as we’ roamed about | 
near Lake Glenmaggie were Blue-beard Caladenia (Caladenia deformis) | 
and Pink: Fingers: CCR carnea) blooming side by side. 

A final stop was made’ to ‘pay our respects to a large patch 
of Wooly Grevillea (G. lanigera) which was blooming prettily (and 
conveniently) by the roadside. 
Adieus were said here, and thanks were proffered to Miss Jean Galbr 
aith who had guided us botanically throughout the day, and also to 
her "navigator", Mr Jim Wall. 


June LUbeke 


eT 
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CATTLE EGRETS NEAR LEOUGATHA. 


On Sunday last May 2nd, 9 Cattle Egrets were observed feeding 
.with cattle opposite Gwyther's Swamp off the South Gippsland Highway. 
Each of the birds was in close attendance to a cow, catching any 
insects disturbed by the feeding beast. It is this behaviour that 
distinguishes them from the Little egret, a somewhat similar bird. 


The Cattle Egret is a small white bird with dark legs and. 
sharp yellow bill. In the breeding season it develops handsome buff 
coloured plumes about the head and neck. It has a sneaking action 
as it dodges between the tussocks and the legs of cattle, but when 
startled it stands erect and streamlines the short stubby body so 
that the head and neck seem over large for its general size. 

It is a comparitive newcomer to Australia, being a natural immigrant 
from Southeast Asia into Arnhem Land, where it lives with the intro- 
duced Water Buffalo. Bera FhluGoT Ee 

Cattle Egrets were first noticed about 1948, although they 
may have been present much longer. they bred in the north and have. 
become plentiful, gradually spreading round coastal australia, with 
an odd record for Tasmania. As no buffaloes are available in the. 
south, the birds seem to have happily accomodated themselves to 
life with cattle. peultnky: ae : 

.. They may be seen in numbers in the swamps around Sale and | 
some have been recorded on the Agnes River flats, but this is poss- 
ibly the first time they have been observed so close to Leongatha. 
None were recorded during the Bird Observers Easter Camp at Inverloch. 

4 . BabYUndOn meee eee eee 


: . QUEENSLAND BIRD NOTES. eae 
Queenslands'mighty Burnett River is a favourite haunt of the 
graceful pelicans. Near Bundaberg one August morning,I, counted 18 
in one flight and 13 in another as they majestically, came down upon 
the water in single file, all facing: the same waym then began to 
fish busily. They are just as good to watch as they leave the water; 


One morning as I walked along the river bank, I noticed two 
draggled -looking large birds in a white river gum, mainly of a 
chestnut brown colour with black heads and long white plumes. 

I noticed four more, they sat in the tree all day but when I went 
with my torch after dark, they were gone, from the tree. 

Next morning they were back in the tree , so I identified them as 
Nankeen Night Herons, the mottled ones being immature birds. 

A pair of lovely Sacred Kingfishers were at home in a gum tree above 
our tent and were constantly going in and out of a hollow limb with 
beaks fill of fine grasses.They also made frequent swift dives to 
the river bank, but not actually into the water. 


M.E.Coulson 
Varragul F.N.C. 
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LTRARALGON SOUTH-GORMAWDALE EXCURSIOI 24/9/77 


From our meeting place at Traralgon High School ten cars 
headed off in convoy to the Traralgon South wildflower Sanctuary. 

Tree cover in the sanctuary is predominately narrow~leaf 
peppermint (E.radiata) and manna gum (E.viminalis),the latter of the 
half-barked variety found typically in Gippsland open forest country. 
Under this canopy the expected spring flowers did not disappoint us. 
Common heath and common beard-heath, showy bossiaea, golden bush-pea 
love creeper’, | black eyed susans and the magnificent common correa 
stood out in bright colour patches. Less colourful but with their 
special appeal a variety.of greenhood species and other orchids 
were either in bloom or starting ‘to. bud. ibe 


- The vernacular name of three of ped above - species includes 
the prefix’ ‘common". They would indeed have been common until recent 
times, but decreasing populations of wildflowers are in conflict 
with the. increasing population of ‘people and it is only in crown 
reserves, some roadside reserves and the less than common. aa OE ONCE 
SI SENSN AEE EAN where. they can now be found. ri : 


yalit, isa sad: thought for any weeneerta lover that hig délightful , 
Littie: Geng aeen at Traralgon South will soon be engulfed by over-~-. : 
burden from Loy Yang. Let us use what influence we can to have the 
S.E.C. transport the. topsoil from. this sanctuary to the MeCormack's 
land block which we hope will be given in return for the sanctuary — 
and other crown land being taken for the Loy Yang project. 

In this way perhaps some of the “pieaeunee we shave known meh EES 
to future generations. 


tas Base kilometres further on we mate through the Meteraraane 
Bilge! The tree canopy here contained messmate stringybark (E.obligua) 
and apple box(E.bridgesiana) as well. as the two earlier species of : 
Eucalypts mentioned. purple Coral pea and running postman were the 
most colourful of a good.variety ‘of. wildflowers. Varnish wattle, 
prickly moses, spreading wattle:.and a few eM, were Sega in 
blossom” in a. ‘small . gully. SoS 


» With the: ‘addition Of topsoil. ‘from the Tranateon South aan 
uary to an adjacent cleared area:of this land it ould make a reason- 
able veplacementfor:, the loss of ‘the: Traralgon South sanctuary. 


Returning to "Traralgon Creek road we. passed yellow box 
(E.melliodora)sswamp gums(E.ovata) and Victorian blue gums CES globulus 
speciesbicostata) on the way to our. lunch stop at a picnic area 
overlooking Flynn's Creek, Here the manna “gums(E,vimninalis) in 
response to the richer creek ‘loam grew larger and straighter with 
trunks clean barked to the ground, | in contrast to those earlier. 

- Although a pleasant picnic. spot this was too civilized for wild- 
flowers and a single ‘Austral eacasoe Puee and. a clematis were alt 
that. EEE ) ead ae 


ieee 5: 
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PRARALGONSOUTH- GORHMANDALE EXCURSION contd.. 


Next stop was in a forest of young silver top(E.sieberi). 
in this forest reserve the yoting trees about twenty years old were 
so thickly spaced. that competition for. Light,.and nourishment was res- 
ulting in a natural thinning-out of the less robust soecimens. fia 
The survivors were tall and straight except for’ some along the road ~ 
still bent from the weight of the abnormally heavy winter snowfall’ 
three months earlier. a pete Bhindi Pusene yt eRe 

A little further on we stopped at, what.we thought was probably 
a gravel reserve containing large trees of silver top, messmate 
stringybark and yertchuk (E.consideniana). In this less densely |. 
forested area wildflowers had more room to grow. Narrow leaf wa-tle, 
golden grevillea and handsome flat pea were prominent while some 
careful searchers located and sampled nectar from late-flowering 
honeypots. 
Our final stop was at the small wildflower reserve near Gormand 
alewhere we enjoyed a cup of tea. Purple coral pea and broad wedge- 
pea were the most colourful flowers in bloom and white stringybark | 
(E.globoidea) the main tree species. 

Mr and Mrs Thompson were thanked for leading an interesting 
excursion made more enjoyable by the pleasant spring weather. 

Barneys Ree peep Rr Syme sth om ee aE PES ire Di ek Re ahr ae ‘ 


. \ 


CHRISTMAS. BEETLES .TN. JULY AL. INVERLOCH. .. 3.) .;... : 

One weekend during July we were demolishing the stump of an 
old pear tree. Much of thé'wood was rotten and crumbling but in some 
of the firmer parts there were tunnels and cavities with apparently 
hibernating Christmas Beetles -~ lovely gold and green creatures approx 
30 cm. in length. They were slow in their movements, but when we 
took them into the warm house before photographing them they warmed 
up and became reasonably active, scrambling about the wooden bowl 
in which we had put them while we had lunch... on raat 
After they had been photpgraphed we returned them to their rotting . 
stump. They soon disappeared into it once more. So perhaps they. 
will complete its destruction as we decided not to.remove any more 
of their winter quarters. ; 
ff. Brewster. 


ae ee ee ee eee 


The Brewsters are once more meandering, but have found time 
to write a few Lines for the naturalist. This note came from the 
Kinchega National Park N.S.1. Thankyou and we Look forward to 
heaing more of your meanderings when you return. 

Ed. 
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REPORT OF COMMITTEE MEETING HELD SEPTEMBER 20th 1977 


C.C.V.RAFFLE | The Club had ‘sold 200 ‘tickets mainly due to sche 
efforts.of-the Secretary. 

The winning tickets will be. drawn at a Gala ‘Evening on londay 
November 14th, 1977°at -the ‘Camberwell Civié Centre. 

Results will Bé: ‘published ‘in the Sun and Age Newspapers 16/11/77 


Programme 1978 Decided that a special meeting will be held on 
Tuesday November 1st at the home of Mr andiirs Lubcke 122a Helen st 
Morwell at 7.30pm. 

As usual members are asked for suggestions for the club activities 
during 1978. Meetings, speakers or excursions one or other or all. 
Iz you have any suggestions please contact Secretary before the 
meeting, or if you wish to, attend the meeting. 


Alpine Study Area lirs Thompson had prepared an excellent submission 
on behalf of the club. 

This and other submissions are available for members to read at any Fg 
time. Contact Secretary if interested. 


Mr Moretti reported that he had led a small group of interested opty 
people from:-the Youth Hostel association to the Moondarra Erica area. 
This.was early in August. ternro9 


Miss Galbraith advised that a Wildflower. “Show would be held in SALE 
at the'Methodist,.Church. Hall on October 21st. Opening st 2. poe 
for the afternoon and. evening. 


Next committee Meeting will be held on Tuesday October 25th at the 
Thompsons, Downies- Lane Traralgon South at 7.30pm. 


Supper roster October 28th . Miss Stubeeconee Mrs Scott 


Travellers in the West have: been: the eer Tose Sterkenburgs , 
and the Galbraiths’ from Beechworth, We look forward to some slides_ 
and talks, articles on ee PERURL. evel youn travels. _ 


At the end of our last excursion it was Teanned that Mr ‘en 1 MeDonald- 
had dislocated ‘his shoulder. It was put back.in position but he was 
in considerable discomfort. Members assisted in. driving him and his 
car home SEMEN < We hope he is back to his normal activities again. 


LATROBE VALLEY WATURALIST 


Details of contrtbuttng elubs are as follows: 
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LATROBE VALLEY F.N.C. 
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TRARALGONW F.N.C. 


WARRAGUL F.N.C. 
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lirs I, Peterson 
14 Barry Street, 
MORWELL 3840 
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Mrs J.Gooch 

Futham R.S.D. 
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"Phone 443441 


Mr J.Stott 
48 Gilmour St. 
[raralgon 3844. 


Mr J.Brooks 
3 Nobel Street 
Warragul 3820 
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7.30pm.on 4th Friday 

of each month, Yatlourn 
Primary Sehoot 
YALLOURI. 


8.00 pm on Ist Friday 
each month, Regtonat 
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8.00pin on Ist Friday 
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eee 
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HATTAH BIRDS. | August 1977 


There are many birds nesting here in the great River Red Gums. 
From our van we can watch a pair of galahs at their nesting hole 
while nearby a pair of Noisy Miners are feeding their young in their 
nest higher in the same tree.Across the lake a few days ago a pair 
of Major Mitchell's Cockatoos appeared to be nesting, but were prob- 
ably searching for a nest site for.they were nowhere around when 
we returned in the afternoon for another look at them. Beyond that 
area is a small swamp where several pairs of Red-rumped Parrots are 
nesting in the old limb holes of a dead. tree well out in the water. 
We have seen several pairs of 'Black-fronted Dotterels. both here and 
near water out in.the Kulkyne Forest. Pelicans are often seen wheel- 
ing in the sky and for the last two days there have been great flocks 
of them each morning on Lake Hattah. On Little Lake Bitterang 
several days ago we saw more Pelicans than either of us have seen 
in all our lives. We estimate at least 2.000. They were absolutely 
packed on the surface of the water and great the commotion as wings 
flapped, beaks snapped, and much Pelican conversation ‘took place. 
Even greater was the commotion as we: allowed ourselves to be seen 
after we had taken photos for then group after group of them. took 
off and flew around a headland out to the main lake. When we vis- 
ited that lake again the next day there were no Pelicans to be seen 
although there were a few with some White Egrets on the far side 
of Lake Bitterang. Pe 


White-winged Choughs and Noisy Miners are both feeding young 
in nests in two Red Gums near the main parking area. Each time the 
two Miner parents visit their nest two fluffy and partly feathered 
young pop up to receive whatever rations are brought for them. They 
often stretch and excercise for a few minutes when the parents have: 
flown off fior more supplies. For the Choughs it is a community exc- 
ercise feeding the young. One bird is always left on guard on the 
nest while several others fly off to find food for the great gaping 
beaks which appear above the edge of the nest whenever food is brou 
ght. The bird previouslyon guard then goes off in search for food 
while the one who brought the last supply has a spell on the nest. 
Sometimes they settle on to it and sometimes just sit at the edge 
and keep an eye on the nest and surroundings. “- | 
As we strolled: past this spot two days ago, ten or eleven Choughs 
and seven or eight Miners were creating a great racket flying into 
the tree where the Miners have their nest snapping their beaks and 
screeching at a metre long Goanna. He backed down the tree constantly 
harassed by the birds whenever they flew in to dive bomb and peck 
at him. He was a really good target for them at the base of the tree 
where he stayed for a short while trying to scare them off by hiss- 
ing and lifting his head at them, but they swarmed even faster and 
harder at him. He then made a dash across the clear piece of sand 
towards tree trunks nearer the lake. They swooped him and pecked 
without any seeming damage to his tough hide all the way across 
this open space. Bonde 
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HATTAH BIRDS ~~ eontd.. 


He then scuttled from the roots of one tree to another until 
he finally disappeared into a hollow trunk.The birds then subsided. 
and returned to their nests to proceed with. feeding ‘their young « 
We retraced the tracks across the open space where the Goanna'‘s 
track was very clear with beside it deep depressions wherever the. 
heavy Crewe had deanekoe to actaci hin. 


| BREE 


HAPIVE. PLANT IDENTIFICATION i 
Talk by Mrs Thompson 23/9/77 


Mrs Thompson oeuicl that for a recent holiday she had packed 
several botany books but found that Miss G's new book so much easier 
to use than other books previously printed that she found herself 
using it exclusively. She then explained just how easy it was. 


1 If. you have no asx SINE: plant. it is, look at the coloured» 
plates in the book but remember that the shape of the flower is more 
important than the colour. Having found the plate that is very like 
the flower you have, note the number mentioned, turn to that page 
and you have found the family to which your. flower belongs. 

1.2%. Tf yousknow! that you have a wattle for instance, turn to 
page 10 to find out which pages describe the wattle family and go 
on from there. Perhaps you know you have a "Bottlebrush" then turn 
to page 255, this section is quite a. big one and covers WYEELSs gum, 
and of all things teatree. — _. Follow the clues given. 


petal inconspicuous stamens long Yes to both’ these seis orste) 


Stamens in brushes and gone in bundles No so it isn't a ssp 
Helaleuca. 
Sistine. in brushes , ate in bundles or branched. ‘No. so it isn Use 
a Callistemon. 
Flower Flowers in heads or clusters, stamens not branched. or in - 
bundles Yes now we know. that our Bottlebrush is a Kunzea. 
so turn to page 262 and like Sherlock Holmes go through the finer | 
details, comparing your plant with the details described in thebook, 
finally coming to the conclusion that you have Kunzea...2???- 


Mr Thompson then projected some excellent. slides, many close up 
thatshowed the points Mrs thompson was making very well. 
We learned that Lilies have 3 petals and 3 sepals, | an ovary on Che 
inside of the flower. 
The Grevillea family included Banksia, Hakea’ and ‘homatiat 
Daisies were more or less uniformly formed with the petals surrou- 
nding the middle of the flower whereas the Lobed flowers had petals 
unevenly distributed and grouped with 2 petals on top and 3 below. 
Fairies Aprons, Dampiera and Mintbushes belong in this group. 
Heaths, Correa, Candles and Riceflowers were classed as being Bell 
shaped.Bauera , Sundews and Guinea flowers were Cupshaped. 


haa COMME Giaiee 
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NATIVE PLANT IDENTIFICATION Pe ECONTC sica 
.Orchids were a special group identified by their column , tongue 


Mr Thompson' Ss slide of the Drosera, with its sticky leaves. was exc- 
ellent. Mrs Thompson said this plant was easily identified and was 
Carnivorous ,_ catching gnats etc. in their sticky leaves, however as 
they had a lovely 5 meueMLLGE! flower ey, came TE, the (om Flower 
section. |. 

The dainty: little: Fairies Aprons ‘(lobed flower) is ated EUEESIER OLS 5 
trapping minute animals in a very sophisticated way. ic 

this little plant grows in the water and. has a bladdet ,:: ‘smalllen than 
a grain of wheat... this bladder trap is an extremely complex and 
perfect mechanism that has amazed and astonished engineers as well 
as naturalists for years. All this makes it easy to identify... 


We all began to realise by this time that there was more to 
identifying, flowers than just by the flowers themselves, the whole 
plant had to be studied. Was it a tree ? a shrub ? a climber ? ; 
Were there leaves ? Were they thick , thin, drooping or stiff?. 

Were the leaves present when the plant was flowering 2 ete. ete; 


However Mrs Thompson made it all sound so easy and now knowing 
what the terms meant , knowing what to look for and how to use the 
book, at least in theory, we went to the specimen table. armed with 
liiss G's book, loads of enthusiasm and Bea to demonstrate ; 
just how proficient we all were !!! 


Well, we all had lots of fun and with tir and Mrs: Srionneen 
standing by to help.. All had some success and some are even on their 
way to becoming experts = 


Our thanks must go to Mr and Mrs thompson for the marvellous. 
array on the specimen table.The homework they had done and their 
patience shown on ratte night, making 4 most successful "workshop" 

Iris Peterson. xe 


eer SOT ie ee ee Ter ee ee 
HATURE IN THE GARAGE. 


Recently while working in the garage I heard a curious buzzing 
noise coming from the wall. I presumed it to be an insect caught by 
a spider but it proved to be a Mason Wasp engaged in building a mud 
cell on a wooden beam. Investigating further I found two completed' 
cells further along the wall. I also found below these nests about 
15 spiders, alive but paralysed. Cutting open one of the completed 
cells I found it divided into two sections each filled with several 
paralysed spiders on which one long cylindrical egg was laid. 


This did not explain the seemingly "rejected! spiders. 
Why the wasp would burn up such a huge amount of energy in capturing 
the spiders is unexplainable. the wasp did not use them in future 
nests and they differed in no visible way from the ones used. 
Such small mysteries are so intriguing. 


Barry Tratllt 


EL CC OCCA 
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A PLEASANT DRIVE IN THE COUNTRY. | 7 
One advantage of country life is the relaxing drive to work. 
How can we compare this with a typical Melbourne erave ler Ss eee 
through heavy city traffic? 


On the 15, minute drive from Traralgon or Morwell, there is time 
to appreciate the, scenery. The roads are fringed with vegetation, 
including that most. typstally Australian of all our native PLANES 
the Eucalypt. 


These trees have a character all their own. As viewed on a frosty 
morning, or looming out of the fog or rain.even the most familiar of 
these giants can assume a strange new appearance. Or again, in the 
summer, as the gum-barked species change in colour and shed their 
coats, they further demonstrate their changeable nature. 


The latest classification of the Eucalypt lists 532 species and 
subspecies, all native to Australia, except for the one New Guinea | 
representative. | There are 90 species native to Vinten Se 57 of. which 
occur in the Gippsland area. : 


This may appear confusing for anyone who is interested. in ident- 
ifying the species, but for a particular area, the number is limited 
to a manageable figure that anyone can soon learn to recognize. 


‘On the Traralgon-Maryvale -Morwell route, there are eight native 
species made up of four gum-barked, and four “fibrous barked types. 


The first of the gumbarked species, Eucal tus camaldulensis 
(River Red Gum), occurs in the Traralgon area. This is the most wide 
spread of all Eucalypts occuring in all the mainland states of 
Australia, including Central Australia and the far north. Another, 
E.ovata(Swamp Gum),is common over the Gippsland area, as also is- 
E.viminalis,(Manna Gum), whose leaves are the favourite food of Koala 
Bears. Manna Gum, in this area, generally has a rough barked Lower 
trunk and can be ‘classed as a half--barked species. es 


The. remaining gum-barked type, E.rubida (Candlebark) , is one of | 
the most handsome of all Victorian Eucalypts, with a few fine spec- 
imens along the Old Melbourne Road; one of the best being at its 
junction with the Mill Road at the foot of Derham's Hill. | 


Of the fibrous barked species,E.radiata (Narrow -leaved Pepper- 
mint), is a smallish tree with a very high Eucalyptus oil Senn ; 
in its leaves. © 


Euc. MaitbesienaCipele saee But But)is a large. tree with long 
darkish green leaves. E.melliodora(Yellow Box), is often a shapely 
tree with a fibrous trunk and gum-barked upper limbs. It is the — 
favourite honey tree, and is common around the Mill. E. consideniana 
(Yertchuk), isthe final local species, occurs on Derham's Hill, 
near the gravel pits. 


Eucalypt wood, judged by its volume and value, is the most 
important of Maryvale's raw materials. 


contd...pp-.5 
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APLEASANT DRIVE IN THE COUNTRY. contd. . 


Although none of the above listed species is a major pulping 
species, each, except for red gum, is used as a minor component of 
the pulpwood received at the Mill. 


Plantation grown Eucalypts are now very common in many overseas 
countries. One of the most popular and fast growing species is 
E.globulus (Tasmanian Blue Gum),which has been planted as a fringe 
to the pine plantation just east of the Mill. 

. Dick Reid. 


LOWNSVILLE COMMON. 


During August, I was delighted to spend some time on the 
Common at Townsville, Nth. Queensland.It is an area of 3237 hectares, 
some of which is natural bush , with a large area of swamp land and 
stagnant shallow pools. A paradise for wading birds. 


On one visit I counted 80 brolgas, mostly busy feeding on 
the insect life of the pools, but several pairs were promenading 
and bowing and stamping in their graceful dance. 


Standing over 1.2 metres high, in their soft grey plumage, 
with a touch of light red about the face and a yellow beak,they are 
a lovely sight. : ) 

White Ibis were there in hundreds, also the darker one, with 
straw-like plumes, Straw-necked Ibis in smaller flocks. 


We also saw the White Egret, often one alone, occasionally 
pairs, and along the grassy edges of the marsh, numerous pairs of 
Spur-winged Plovers, a very handsome and nicely marked birds. 


Several metres back from the swamp the Eucalypts are alive 
with smaller birds such as Brown Thornbills, White-throated Tree- 
creepers, Yellow Robins and some honeyeaters.They were so quick I 
could not identify them, and beautiful little lorikeets - the Swift 
Parrot , I think. : 


As we left one evening, we saw a pair of Pheasant Coucal, . . 
rich brown and chestnut barred plumage with. some black underneath. 
A feast indeéi for any bird lover. : 


M.E.Coulson 
Warragul F.N.C. 


Maareere a ee eee a Rt 
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REPORT OF COMMITTEE MEETING HELD TUESDAY OCTOBER 286th 1977 


Members will be very sorry to learn of the recent sudden death 
of Mr Lance Galbraith of Beechworth. Mr Galbraith was a foundation 
member of our Club, holding the office of Secretary for a time and 
continued to be a very interested member when he left the district 
on his retirement from his teaching profession to reside in Beechworth. 


Lance will be-remembered as a keen naturalist and knowledgeable 
botanist, ever ready to share. that knowledge with members. But above 
all we.remember Lancé as a quiet, sincere person with a Geep DDE 
iation of nature and the- finer things of life. 


Our sincere ‘sympathy is extended to his wife may and ‘ania 
his brother Angus and to his sister, our friend Miss Jean Galbraith. 


Mr Charles Lester our Club Treasurer gave notice that he would 
be leaving the area early next year. His resignation would take 
effect from the Annual Meeting. So once again we are looking for a 
Treasurer. If you feel you can hebp in this matter blessed contact 
the Secretary. 

New supplies of. duplicating paper to be ordered Pon Gestetner. 

New Wrappers to be ordered, also covers for 1978 Naturalist, 


Discussion took place re the campout to Barkly River January 1978 
This will be for campers only, as it was deemed unadvisable to take 
caravans beyond Licola. there is a grassy area near the. river and 
we hope to have the use of a: forestry Hut for shelter during rain. 

“Mr Evan Chesterfield will lead the excursions. He intends to visit 
the area and. Baye us full details in time for che December Naturalist. 


Tasmanian Wilderness Calendersdepicting scenes of The north west © 
of Tasmania are available. cost Be 3015.5 Contact Seguetary: for AeA 


if interested. 


Further Submission tol Lec. Cre “Stradbroke area had Seen Seth on 
our behalf. 


Mrs Thompson is now working on fore /Covangamite area Sannateerone 


Photoflora 1978 will be held in Sale March 18th 1978. 
We agreed to.support this showing of slides. 


Next business meeting will’ be held at the home of Ir and Mrs 
Branson ,13 Cross St, Newborough . ay 22nd November at 7 Tee, 


Several members attended the recent Wildflower Show in Sale. 
this was arranged by the Gippsland Native Plant society. 
It was a wonderful display of native flowers from all parts of... « 
Australia. «.The members’ of the society should be pleased with their. 
efforts in staging the show. Congratulations on a wonderful show. 


LATROBE VALLEY WATURALIST 


Detatls of contributing clubs are as follows: 


CLUB 


LATROBE VALLEY F.N.C. 


SALE F.N.C. 


TRARALGON F.M.C. 


WARRAGUL F.W.C. 


HOW SECRETARY 


Hrs I,Peterson 
14 Barry Street, 
HORVELL 3840 
"Phone 342129 


Mys J.Gooch 

Futham R.S.D. 
SALE 3850 
"Phone 443441 


Mr J.Stott 
48 Gilmour St. 
I[raralgon 3844. 


lir J.Brooks 
5 Nobel Street 


HEETIUNGS 


7.50pm.on 4th Frtday 

of each month, Yatlourn 
Primary Sehoot 
YALLOURI. 


8.00 pm on Ist Friday 
each month, Regtonat 
Arts Centre, Macaltster 
Street. SALE. 


8.00pm on Ist Friday 
each month, Ctty Couneti 
Receptton Rooms TRARALGON 


8.00pm. on Srd Friday 
each month. Public 


Warragul 820 - Library, WARRAGUL 


"Phone 2815638 


Mr H.V.Barton 

13 Turnbutt Street 
Batrnddate 4875 
"Phone 5237292 


BATRNSDALE F.N.C. 


SUBSCRIPIIONS 


ee 


Due Mareh tst, payable to Hon Treasurer liv C.Lester 


61 Strzetecki Rd. 
YALLOURN 8838 


Single Member $4.00 


Waturalist $3.50 Family $4.60 


LATROBE VALLEY NATURALIST 


ts the offictal publication of the Latrobe Valley Fteld Naturalist 
Club. Contributions on any aspect of Natural History are tnvited 
from MEMBERS OF ALL CLUBS and shculd be addressed to: 


Hon. Editor, Mrs L.Padfield, 99 Chamberlain Road 
NEWBOROUGH 3825. 


on ae a ot ee 
ae ly Sars iad we 
eer - Ms ety 
: a ‘ hed 


eer _* 
- as oe. 


mee ty — 


win 
am 
-." 
he 


o” - 


___ DECEMBER, 
ISSUE No. 168 


N 
if 
i 
{ 


Sate 


Dee 


LATROBE VALLEY WATURALIST ISSUE ilo 168 DECEMBER 1977 


COMING EVENTS 


WARRAGUL F.N.C. 
No Meeting tn December 


MERRY CHRISTMAS TO ALL. 


EATROBE VALLEY F.N.C. Wo Heeting tn December 
Weekend Campout January 27,88,29. Holmes Plain ,Mt Howttt Rd. 


Full detatls in this tissue. 


TRARALGOW F.N.C. 
Ho meeting tn January 
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BIRDS Lg GIPPSLAND. - ‘dae 
Tatk by Mr Richard. Loyn 

At our meeting on 28th October 1977. we were priveleged to 
have. My Richard Loyn speak to us about the birds of ee beer anc) and 
their relation to birds of other places. 


Mr. ‘Loyn ‘pointed out that although approx. 300 species eaaee 
been recorded for gippsland, it is intriguing to note the numbers 
missing despite the wide variety of habitat available such as rain- 
forest, heathlands, alpine, coastal, etc. this raises the question, 

‘why do some species such as, for example, the white-plumed Honey- 
eater, come down as far as Melbourne but no further"?. 

Some of the apparently dry country species do turn up however quite 
regularly, both in open country and alpine areas, and Mr Loyn wonders 
if perhaps they breed in drier areas such as Glenmaggie. 


The region about Glenmaggie is an interesting one because 
several of the dry country birds appear around here, and more species 
of Thornbill(including Weebills etc) may be found in some of the Red 
Box country between Glenmaggie and Cowwarr than anywhere else in Vic- 
toria. Little Eagles and Diamond Firetails have been recorded there. 
The: distribution of these birds will be mapped more sc cuna telly, by 
the Atlassing scheme. : 

Thornbills are the most common species in Gippsland forests: 
Brown; thornbills, then Striated, are by far the most abundant- a 
maximum of 500 per square kilometre having been recorded in some 
areas of Boola.(Surprisingly, the Bush Rat is the most common vert--. 
ibrate, and beats the Brown Thornbill in numbers). 


Bush birds in Gippsland fall into three basic groups- dry 
country turning up in odd places, common forest, and rain forest. 
Rainforest birds such as Whipbirds, Lewin Honeyeaters, Pilotbirds, | 
etc.come down from East Gippsland to Lilly-pilly gullies and wet - 
gullies. the Black-faced Flycatcher is seen regularly at Labertouche. 


However the slides which Mr Loyn showed us were mainly of 
species of Waders, and sea birds such as Albatross, Shearwater,Giant 
petrel etc. these are species that we dre not particularlyfamiliar 
with, but which may be found in Gippsland. Mr Loyn's comments as they 
were shown contained many helpful guides to identification. 


It was interesting to hear that both Japanese and Painted 
Snipe are to be seen at the Sale rubbish tip, and we share Mr Loyn's 
hope that near-by Lake Guthridge will be preserved"as a most intere- 
sting and rather special area" 


Our President,lir Bart Sterkenburg, thanked Mr tov for his 
talk, and assured him that we were eagerly looking forward to the 
excursion to Boola under his leadership the following day. 


~ June Lubeke, 
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EXCURSION TO BOOLA. October 20th 


The excursion to. the. Boola forest left at 10.00 am from | 
Wigtory. Park. in Traralgon. ‘Our leader for the day, Mr Richard Loyn 
ded::13 cars. to our first stop atthe Latrobe River. 


Vf oO Here: ona: ‘small: backwater, White-necked and White-faced Herons 
were seen’ feeding, together with an Egret. while we were Werehang. 
these-birds a Whistling Kite flew overhead. 


From the Latrobe River the convoy continued on ancos the Boola 
Foreststoppine: at a place known to Mr Loyn. (it was also the place 
for..the spotlighting excursion earlier in the year) - 

Everyone went for a. ‘short walk and many species of birds were seen, 
or heard. Seven species of Honeyeater were identified including. the 
striking Yellow-tufted Honeyeater. Rufous Whistlere entertained us 
with their beautiful calls. Other sightings included Olive-backed 
Orioles, Dusky Wood Swallows, Little Lorikeets, Grey Currawongs and 
Fantailed Cuckoos. Mr Loyn spotted a Leaden flycatcher which is a 
rather ‘bird for Chegavedea= ec mn 


After lunch. at the cars we moved on to our. mest stop near 
Toongabbie. This was a different habitat ,.for it was a mixture of 
young pines and a patch of low thick scrub. Several watchers in this 
ispot were lucky enough to. see some Rufous Fantails which are early 
for they do not usually appear until November. © = 
Silvereyes, Brown-headed Honeyeaters and White Maer etete were also 
seen at this spot. Most members then had a cuppa. and Mr Loyn was. 
thanked for leading a. most successful excursion. 


the members ‘then went their own aways. A few of the more epdere 
birdwatchers travelled on to cowwarr Weir in search of Rainbow Birds 
which had been seen there two months’ earlier. We unfortunately did 
not see ABSaie 


ee - 


Barvy frattt.’ 
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CATTLE EGRETS 


“Mrs Lyndon's reference (OctoberL.V.N.) to cattle egrets being 
seen near Leongatha: and at Sale, seems to indicate that.these birds. 
are becoming more wide spread in Gippsland. ot 


On October 17th and 18th I was interested to note a group of between 
60 and 70 of these birds feeding with the cattle on the river flats 
on the north side of the Yallourn Storage Dam, just to the east of 
Beck's Bridge Road. pk 
Many of them were decked feiee in their buff coloured Breeding 

lumes. - 
z . Eric Lubcke tells. me that he has frequently seen cattle egrets 
in this area over the past twelve months or so and sometimes in 
rather largeer numbers ines I have observed. 


Andy Ringtn. 


f. ATTA RRS esd STN EE Bie AS ES a eae se A al mS 
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WEED EXCURSION. 


Members will recall that last April Mrs Lyndon gave a very 
interesting address on "Weeds and Plants of the Roadside" and how 
the early settlers used these plants for medicinal, flavourings, | 
perfumes as well as decorative purposes. The related excursion had 
to be postponed due to the petrol strike, however it finally took 
place on 15th October when the flowers were in bloom. : 

We all met at the Pump House at Darlimurla and walked along 

the road for a short distanceto find a garden of native flowers and 
a show of Sun Orchids. Many had been eaten off by Rabbits. 
We also saw some Centaurea plants which reminded Mrs Lyndon of a 
story about an elderly Doctor who was asked to what he attributed 
his longevity. He said that he never missed his daily cup of tea 
made with dried leaves of the Centaurea. ths i 


We followed a forest road to -Mirboo Baths Reserve once fresh 

and beautiful but now rather sad and battered and marred in places 
by garden escapees ,lWJatsonias, Jonquils and English Broom. 
The English Brooms are well known for their medicinal powers, but _ 
were runaway weeds here. Along the roadsides as we travelled to P 
Leongatha there were many weeds including a large patch of climbing 
Senecio known as Cape Ivy. oor 


_We had lunch in Lyndon Park and all noted how healthy and 
how much these trees had grown since we last saw them. 
Tt is hard to imagine that just a few years ago this area was an 
old gravel and screening dump, with no possibilities until Mrs 
Lyndon, with great courage, determination and hard work started her 
project. Today it is a delightful park and a real credit to Mr and 
Mes Lyndon. 3 

We then walked through Mrs Lyndon's garden to see, smell and 
taste an assortment of historic herbs and plants that undoubtedly 
would have been growing in an early settlers garden. Mrs Lyndon drew 
our attention to the herb Chamomile (anthemis), a creepy lacy pere- 
nnial, that makes a soothing drink , also Garlic » an ancient herb 
and popular with the pioneers, was used in cooking, and it is said, 
was good for colds, stimulating digestion and cleansing the blood. 
We saw Rue, Rosemary, Parsely, MInt, Sage, Thyme and Marjoram, Worm- 
wood and Pelargoniums.The latter has scented leaves which were used 
to flavour sweet dishes and stewed fruits. Wormwood is said to have 
very good properties, . when its leaves were made into tea for 
colic and worms in children, and was used to ward off flies, moths 
and snakes!!! Many of these herbs were given almost magical powers 
from "Clearing the brain" to chasing away heaviness of heart. 
Lemon Balr an intensively fragrant perennial, is said to have a 
special property that “driveth away heaviness of mind and increases 
memory". The leaves of this plant make a delicious tea to calm and’ 
relax the nerves. It can also be used in salad dressings, soups, 
fruit dishes.and drinks!! ; 1s ae 
A silvery hedge on a trellis is a favourite with honey bees,Teucrium 
is a herb once used in a blend to cure gout and for"Strengthening 
the Brain” . Mrs Lyndon said that most of these properties could 


Dembakens wisely ag stain O-tacs cil tt emi ai cetea enemies contd. 
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= WEED” ExCURSTON sae oa contd. 


A proven plant was ; COMFREYwhich can be ecentt drunk or made into 

an ointment with Deneticials results. This plant is growing in pop=— 
ularity. 

Looking over the back fence into. a horse paddock that has been “sadly 
overgrazed was seen a fine crop of Common Bartsia. this was entirely 
replacing the good pasture of an adjoining block. We were. reminded 
of that plant known as Patterson' y.Curse which started as a plant in 
lirs Patterson’ S) garden and spread. with disastrous results. “ 


Leaving Leongatha we travelled to the old patie of Ruby. 3 
said to be called after one of Surveyor Whitelaw's daughters. . 
Here there were masses of garden escapees on the site of the railway — 
station. Among the Ivy on the bank was a patch of mauve honesty, hicae 
Money Plant,(Lunaria), also pink and yellow Oxalis speciest aes 
A plant. familiar to the ancient Greeks Acanthus, with the quaint 
common name of Bears Breeches!!!. the little Arum with the white vein 
ed leaves also flourishes here, common name Lords and Ladies.. 
(A.italicum). 

we then travelled to Coal Creek ‘Historical Park, ecimiaeras 
which is situated on the original site of the Coal Creek Siding of 
the 1890's.This park has been open to the public for 3%years and: 
impress all who visit by the authenticity of the project. 
Blue Gums, Messmate, Manna Gums and Wattles were planted in this : 
valley 4 years ago and some are already 12 m high- this forest will | 
add to the atmosphere of the park as. there had been a beautiful forest 
destroyed by the disastrous bush fires of the 1890's. 
We saw several early settlers houses made of logs with a roof of 
box bark cut into neat strips, living quarters at one end and sleep 
ing at the otherdivided by a curtain of bags or skins. ~ z 
Chimneys were made of logs clayed inside so that they wouldn't eatcne 
fire.A Wattle and Daub hut with a chimney made of rough stones 
mortared together with clay. was seen. The homes of a few years after 
these older homes furnished and looking as though the owners had 
just gone out for the day!! 
I couldn't help thinking of: ‘the. rough and ready ways and the monot= 
onous diet of the men before their wives and families were able to 
join them. However once they did arrive and were once again a family 
unit the houses took on a different character. The wives needen a 
few “mod cons"; wceh as curtains, shelves, bath and stove etc... 
It was not long before a small garden was started for fresh fruit _ 
and vegetables and flowers and herbs were planted. Any plants useful 
for medicinal purposes were treasured. as the Doctor was. someitames “hy 
many miles away, so home remedies were often used. 
coal Creek has. retained the atmosphere of these earlier eee by only 
planting such things as Lavender, roses, Honeysuckle, rosemary, and 
herbs etc. Pelargoniums and Geraniums were there too, in fact much 
of what we had seen ‘in Mrs, Lyndon's garden. I have just finished 
reading a book on the early days and it reads in part “Nothing rem- 
ains today of the house, but the little mauve pelargonium with the 
purple throat which Thomasina grew near the door, now covers nearly 
an acre of bushland". we had been seeing this type of thing all day 
long but on a small scale. 

Irts Peterson. 
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SOME NOTES FROM KINCHEGA NATIONAL PARK’. (HENINDEE W.S.W.) 

At Kinchega we camped right on the bank of the Darling River... | 
where we were able to see many birds. the first new bird we saw was 
a Great Crested Grebe with its distinctive black crests. It was fish- 
ing for some time in the one area. then a family of White-eyed Ducks 
floated downstream with the lighter coloured female at the front of 
the flotilla of five small ducklings and the darker male with the 
white eye at the rear. Both Yellow-billed and royal spoonbills often 
worked their way along the shallow water at the river's edge. 


One morning there were two emus across the river. One chased the 
otherto the river bank and the chased bird promptly swam across to 
the other side. the other bird then plunged into the water and it 
too swam avross and they both commenced feeding across the dry plain. 
a few days later at another place downstream we saw seven emus on the 
river bank the last three of which emerged dripping after they had 
swum the river. 


One morning a mass of Little Black Cormorants were splashing and 
diving in a close packed group hunting a shoal of fish for over a 
hundred yards down the river. they were quite close to the bank and 
so intent on their fishing that they worked their way through the 
branches of a dead tree that had fallen into the river. Then they 
struggled ashore--- almost 50 of them!They rested for an hour on the 
sloping bank before they took off (some with difficulty--obviously 
well fed)to fly across the river. After a short rest there they flew 
up river and again started splashing and fishing in the same tight 
bunch. But this time for only a short distance, before they rose from 
the water and again flew to the sunny river bank, © ie 


A pair of Dusky Moorhens were nesting a short distance. downstream 
Sometimes both would be out on the river but frequently they would 
circle out alone and then feed in the shallows along the bank. 
Occasionally single Pelicansswam upstream fishing as they went or _ 
floated down with the current. At one big bend in the river a pair . 
of Willy Wagtails were building a nest. the building material seemed 
invisible as the bird flew in with it and then wove it into and onto 
the base already there, but each day there was a higher edge to the 
nest. When we took a final look the nest was lined half way up with 
very fine feathers so we guessed that soon eggs would be laid. © 
"A small colony of Nankeen Night Herons frequented the same area, 
roosting in a large River Red Gum.” eset cian, oi ae : 

In the turbulent waters below the outlet regulators of the lakes 
in the Menindee system the fishing foe birds was always good. On one 
occasion below Lake Menindee white Egrets, Small Egrets, White-faced 
Herons and White-necked Herons were all fishing along with a Darter 
and all four Cormorants common to the area. 

At weekends human fisherman joined the birds below the outlets but 
their fishing from the banks was never as successful as the birds’. 


E.P.Brewster 


LL LR 


LATROBE VALLEY NATURALIST (6) ISSUE Wo 168 DECEMBER 1977 


REPORT OF COMMITTEL MEETING HELD NOVEMBER 22nd 1977. 


Programme 1978 is almost ready for printing and should be available 
at the January meeting 


Roseneath Development on the Gippsland Lakes . 
This project has been objected to by the Town and Country planning 


Board. Our Club sent representatives to a meeting held at Sale some 
months ago regarding this project. 


January Campout. Arrangements have been altered after a visit to 
the proposed area by Mr Chesterfield 


Decided that we would send $50.00 to support the book which is being 
produced by Mr Beaugelhole . It was agreed that it is a worthy 
project. The committee handling the book aill return the money if 
the publication does not eventuate. 


Decided that we would assist in a program to aid Intellectually 
Handicapped People. This matter would be discussed in detail at a 
later date. 

Next Committee Meeting will be held on Tuesday January 17th at the 
home of Mr and Mrs Sterkenburg at 7.30pm.21 Watsons Rd. Moe. 


On behalf of the President and Committee we wish all our readers 
a HAPPY CHRISTMAS . 


MORWELL WATIONAL PARK. 


We were enjoying a birding day in the Morwell National Park on 
a: pleasantly warm day and not being content with a list of 50 plus, 
decided to walk to the drier area in search of the red-browed tree- 
creeper. Whilst scanning tree trunks we were surprised ,and not a 
little shocked to see a 1 metre long Tiger Snake: tafely lodged in the 
rough bark of a eucalypt, at about 3-4 metres from the groung. 
There was no undergrowth around the tree so the snake had obviously 
"made it" up there by using the uneven bark. It was foraging under 
any bark loose enough for it to insert the head. 


On that same day we were unfortunate in seeing a starling hanging 
from a branch: by a length of nylon fishing line. The poor creature 
was far above our reach so all we could do was hurriedly leave the 
area hoping that a hungry predator would quickly end the sad story. 
Perhaps we may request that the fisheries and wildlife could add to 
their booklet issued with fishing licences, a few words stressing the 
need for care regarding discarded line. This is not the first time 
T have seen birds in distress through man's careless disposal of 
useless line. 


Lee Pe Oe oe ei ee eS ee 
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DETAILS OF JANUARY CAMPOUT 


As promised Mr Chesterfield visited the proposed site of our 
campout at Barkly River, but he reports that the road has deter- 
iorated so much that it is not suitable for any but 4 wheel drive 
vehicles. 

He spent two more days in the Macallister watershed, searching 
for a site other than where we have already been, and ultimately 
chose HOLMES PLAIN near the source of Shaws Creek. there is a 
good road all the way there, ample parking and camping space, water, 
interesting places close at hand or farther afield just as we wish, 
and though there is no hut on Holmes Plain there is one - Kelly's 
Hut, not too far away. We intend to ask for permission to use this 
hut in case of rain. It is owned by a Nr Chester of Glenmaggie. 
Campers are warned that there are a few dead trees about the site. 
It would be unwise to camp under one. 

. For those driving to the camp, follow Tamboritha road past the 
St Paul's:-School Camp, and cobtinue past the junction of Moroka and 


Howitt roads at Mt Arbuckle. Keep on the Howitt road for about 
4 km and then take the small road off to the left a short distance 


to the camp site. 


For your assistance a map has been made of the area. It is on the 
back of this page. 


MTARBUCKLE 


ST. FAULS 
SCHOO LCA MP 


MT. TAMBORITHA 
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Details of contrtbuting clubs are as follows: 


CLUB HOW SECRETARY MEETINGS 
LTATROBE VALLEY F.N.C. Mrs I.Peterson 7.30pm. on 4thFriday 
14 Barry Street, of each month, at 

MORWELL 3840 Yallourn Primary 
"Phone 342129 School. YALLOURN. 

SALE F.y.C. Mrs J.Gooch 8.00pm on Ist Friday 
Fulham R.S.D. each month, Regtonal 
SALE 3850 Arts Centre,Macalister 
"Phone 448441 Street. SALE 

TRARALGONW F.N.C. Mr J. Stott 8.00pm onist Friday 


48 Gilmour Street gaunchonth, City fe, 
TRARALGON 3844 Counetil Reception Room 


TRARALGOW 
WARRAGUL F.1.C. lird. Brooks 8.00pm on 3nd Friday 
38 Nobel Street each month. Publie 
Warragul 3820 Library, WARRAGUL 
"Phone 281565 
BAIRNSDALE F.WN.C. ' 
Mr E.V.Barton 
13 Turnbull Street 
Batrnsdale 3875 
'Phone 523792 
SUBSCRIPTIONS ; 
Due March 1st, payable to Hon Treasurer Mr C.Lester 


61 Strzeleckt Rd. 
YALLOURN 3838. 
Waturglist $8.50 Family $4.50 _ Single Member $4.00 


LATROBE VALLEY WATURALIST 


is the official publication of the Latrobe Field Naturalist Club. 
Contrtbuttons on any aspect of uovure! ean are tnvtted from 
MEMBERS OF ALL CLUBS and should be addressed vo: aed 
UBUBERS OF ALE on Hon.Edttor, Urs L.Padfietd, 
99 Chamberlain Rd. 
NEWBOROUGH 3825. 
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